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‘THE HOUSING BILL. 


HE Housing Bill forms an important milestone 
on the long road which is to end in the 
re-building of working-class England, and 
the amendments and new provisions which 
this ‘measure introduces into the Hous- 

ing Acts will go a long way towards facilitating 
progress. 

Dr. Addisen’s proposals sweep away a good many 
obstacles, considerably increase the powers and respon- 
sibilities of Local Authorities, and the Bill embraces not 
only new areas, but existing slum property. He holds out 
a friendly hand to properly accredited societies who may 
wish to participate in this great movement, and finally 
opens up the possibility of tenants eventually becoming 
the actual owners of their houses. 

Turning to some of the salient-features of the Bill in 
detail, we find, first, that it shall be the duty of the Local 
Authority to consider its housing needs for the working 
classes, and to submit a scheme for approval within three 
months from the passing of the new Act. This scheme 
shall specify the approximate number of houses, acreage 
of land, and time for acquisition and eviction which is 
required, and once the scheme is approved the Local 
Authority shall be bound to carry it out. Further, such 
scheme shall have regard to the proposals of other persons 
or bodies, a desirable proviso to prevent rivalry and con- 
fusion. A very sensible provision is made by which two 
or more Local Authorities may submit a joint scheme. 
This will, it is to be hoped, prevent the curtailment and 
absurdities likely to arise in urban districts. The Act is 
made retrospective as regards any schemes submitted 
and approved previous to its becoming law, which should 
prove of great assistance to the more progressive authorities. 
If a Local Authority fails to fulfil its obligations its duties 
may be transferred to the appropriate County Council, or, 
as a last resort, the L.G.B. may itself embark on the 
necessary scheme. Power to refund losses involved in 
these undertakings is provided as may be approved by 
the Treasury. Great assistance is given in connection 
with the acquisition of land for housing the Local Authority’s 
employees, as the borrowing term is extended from 30 to 
80 years. A highly important clause is inserted dealing 
with the acquisition of slum areas. The value of such 
areas which may be acquired is to be assessed at_not 
merely the value of the land cleared of buildings, but as 
far as its proposed use for working class houses is con- 
cerned, it shall be valued on the basis of the working class 
accommodation which is to be provided, which, of course, 
will be very much less than we are accustomed to find in 
many clistricts much above slum land level. Not lessimportant 
is a further amendment on the subject of compulsory pur- 
chase, which abolishes special procedure under paragraph 7 of 
the Town Planning Act for London and boroughs. Power 
of acquisition and for borrowing money is given upon 
ateas which the Lecal Authority consider. require improve- 
ment, even if such areas are not yet included in any 
Proposed scheme. This means that every Authority will 
make a survey—of its district "and mark down for future 
mprovemant all its congested areas. 

The effect of such action should be to warn investors 
off slum property, and thus eventually to ease conditions- 
of purchase. Land’ acquired may not only be laid out 
Y the putchasing authority, but leased and even sold, 
“s may also houses erected thereon. Out «public * bodies 
tan hence become large estate owners, possessing. yery 

om powers. The Bill, in fact, goes some way towards 
® nationalisation of land, and any such sales must be 


made at the best market values. Now we come to the 
position of public utility societies and trusts, and learn 
that, subject to the Board’s consent, the Local Authority 
may make grants, subscribe for shares or guarantee money 
borrowed by such bodies for approved housing schemes. 
The rate of interest allowed on capital invested in such 
outside schemes is limited to 6 per cent. ‘This provision 
should act as a real inducement to investors, as having 
regard to the Government guarantee and the probability 
of good rents, and, we hope, falling building prices in the 
future, such investments ought to prove not unattractive. 
The term for repayment of loans is increased from forty 
to fifty years, and money may be lent on mortgage. 
As regards by-laws we are glad to see that the findings 
of the Departmental Committee on this subject have not 
carried. much weight. Plans and specifications, including 
new streets which do not conform to by-laws, may be 
approved by the Board, and as far as such by-laws are 
thus violated they shall not apply. ‘Moreover, such 
remission of by-laws may form a precedent for other 
new streets or housing, not being part of the scheme in 
question. We should like to have seen some provision 
to assist a public utility society in this direction when in 
the hands of an obdurate Local Authority. 

The conversion of existing houses into tenements is 
dealt with in the Bill, and by-law making power is ex- 
tended to insure adequate provision of water and’ food 
storage.. Persons so converting houses must comply with 
these by-laws, and also make suitable provision for escape 
from fire. That this matter is taken seriously is evident 
from the fact that the Board asked for the right to make 
such by-laws itself if necessary. If the above compliance 
proves contrary to covenants these may be relaxed by the 
Local Authority after due investigation, or if it can be 
shown that the superior landlord should bear the cost, 
a charging order against him may be given to the lessee 
in the price of an annuity, and in case of dispute the 
matter is to be referred to an arbitrator. appointed by 
the President of the Surveyors’ Institution. This is quite 
as much a matter.for architects as for surveyors, and 
we would like to press Dr. Addison to add “or the 
President: of the R.I.B.A.” If architects had any parlia- 
mentary representation, as they should have, this suggestion 
would probably be unnecessary. To urge on the 
improvements, a clause is inserted that any person having 
an interest in land used for housing and not participating 
in rents or land profits may make representation that 
the area is unsuitably. used, and if this is found to be 
the case may be empowered to enter upon it and himself 
make improvements. Finally, with a view to preventing 


‘delay in schemes owing to town planning programmes 


already under consideration, the Board may make an 
order permitting the development of estates and building 
forthwith without prejudice to claims for compensation. 
This provision should do much to facilitate an early start 
as a town planning scheme has in the past taken about 
four years to reach the building stage. 

This brief survey will show that the amendments and 
additions to the principal Act are drastic and far-reaching 
The burdens upon Local Authorities, as we have said, will 
be great, but these new functions will bring with them a 
new importance which will confer large powers, and it 


‘ls. to be hoped that the ratepayers will see to it that 
-men who are “both capable and interested are elected. 


We, congratulate. Dr. Addison on his Bill, which though 
likely to introduce a good deal of legal upheaval is a 
distinctly progressive measure, 
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NOTES. 


THE communication which 
Delay in We printed in our last issue 
Building on the delay in building 
[Operations. operations is a weighty in- 
dictment of the Government, 
and deserves special consideration if 
only because it emanates from the 
Industrial Council for the Building 
Industry, and is signed by the Joint 
Secretaries, Mr. A. G. White and Mr. 
W. Bradshaw, representing masters and 
men respectively. The value of such 
a carefully reasoned communication 
from this Council exists in the probabil- 
ity that at last the public will be told 
the cause of the “ avoidable delay in 
pressing forward the resumption ot 
building operations urgently needed 
to prevent unemployment.” Equally 
pertinent criticisms have been made 
during the last six weeks, though with 
very little result, but we are hopeful 
that serious consideration will now be 
given by the Ministries concerned to 
the resolution of the Building Trade 
Industrial Council. 





WE give on page 299 a short 
The Cost report of Mr. A. N. 
of Building. Bromley’s paper read at the 

conference of Nottingham 
and Derby architects, builders, and 
operatives, to which we referred 
recently. We are glad to note that 
Mr. Bromley, in a letter which we 
print elsewhere, agrees with our sugges- 
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tion that conferences of this kind, 
might, with great advantage, be held 
in other parts of the country; and 
we once more urge architectural socie- 
ties to take the initiative while the 
present good feeling exists between 
the various parties in the building 
industry. 





Mr. BroMuey’s letter is 
interesting for another 
reason. His remarks on the 
rapidity with which Ameri- 
cans erect buildings will be endorsed by 
all who have visited the States—the 
eastern States, at all events—and, 
of course, the effect of this in the cost 
of building is obvious. There is no 
good reason why we should not carry 
out building schemes more quickly. 
Mr. Bromley’s remarks indicate some 
of the causes why we do not. 


Speed in 
Building. 





Now that the war is practic- 

The London ally at an end, the London 
Society, Society .is redoubling its 
efforts to secure the practi- 

cal improvement and artistic develop- 
ment of London, which is the object 
for which it was formed; and at this 
stage the Council have prepared a 
brief report on the work of the last 
seven years. The record is an excellent 
one, and considering its age and the 
four years of war through which we 
have passed, the Society may wdll feel 
proud of what has been accomplished. 
Apart from its successful action in 
reference to the proposed strengthening 
of Charing Cross Bridge and the pre- 
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paration of the Development Plan of 
Greater London, to which we refer 
below, the Society has held a series of 
more than ordinarily successful meet. 
ings at which many interesting and 


useful lectures have been delivered, ang 


we are glad to note that new membéy 
steadily continue to be obtained, anj 
the meetings increase in popularity, 


The success of the Soc'aty is largely | 


due to capable and active direction, 
and to the fact that the members are 
united for the attainment of one object 
—the improvement and beautification 
of London. 





THE Council of the Society 
draw attention with justif- 
able pride to a work of great 
public importance which 
they have completed during the war. 
This consists of a complete plan of the 
development of Greater London, which 
has taken over three years to produce, 
and shows for the first time as a whole 
the proposals for new arterial and other 
roads suggested by the London Trafic 
Branch of the Board of Trade, and 
considered in conference with the Local 
Authorities, the London Society, and 
others interested. As Sir Aston Webb, 
P.R.A., Chairman of the Society, says 
in a letter to the Times :—‘‘ The present 
time is a critical one in London deyelop- 
ment in view of the coming establish- 
ment of a Ministry of Ways and Com- 
munications ; and the London Society 
feel that this plan will enable public 
authorities and others interested to 


Greater 
London. 


From the “ American Architect.” 
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see at a glance how the proposed road® 
and open spaces affect their areas and 
possible new town-planning and housing 
schemes.” The value of such a plan 
is obvious, and the London Society 
and especially those who have been 
directly responsible for the preparation 
of such a plan are to be congratulated 
on the completion of their work. 
Ir was foreseen that in the 
The Design design of housing schemes 
of Housing there would be differences 
Schemes. of opinion as to who should 
do the work. The question 


has arisen at Norwich, where a sum of . 


£250,000 is to be spent on houses very 
shortly, and the discussion in the City 
Council ended in an amendment being 
passed that the whole matter be referred 
to the General Purposes Comittee 
with power to act, so that the personal 
aspect might be dealt with in private. 
Mr. Copeman had moved a recommen- 
dation of the Housing Committee that 
a consulting architect be appointed to 
advise the Committee on the lay-out of 
the Harford Hall estate, and other 
matters relating to housing schemes, 
but there is evidently a vigorous opposi- 
tion to seeking help from outside pro- 
fessional sources. The practising archi- 
tects of Norwich have put in a plea in 
the letter we give on p. 304 for the 
employment of specially qualified 
designers to see to the artistic and 
economic success of a scheme which 
may run to 3,000 houses or even more. 





THE conversion of Army 
Army Huts huts into small dwellings 
and By-laws. such as would be good for 

some twenty years would 
probably be a useful object-lesson in 
the reconsideration of building by-laws. 
Considering the number of people in 
various parts of the world who live 
in wooden houses, and the greatly 
exaggerated fear of fire, we may, 
perhaps, anticipate some speedy  re- 
laxation of by-laws as regards the 
creation of temporary homes from the 
half million or more of Army huts 
available. It is estimated that £200 
or less would be the cost for re-erection 
and alteration of such temporary homes 
including cost of transit. 





Ir the activity which is to 
Encourage- he found in many architects’ 
ment of . 
Building, offices just now could be 
translated presently into 
bricks and mortar, the building trades 
would be looking up. It will be a 
serious mistake in national policy if 
any means are neglected to encourage 
building; an advance of 50 per cent. 
might have been overcome, but when 
we find housing schemes providing for 
the smaller cottages without parlours 
at about £700 each, and parlour 
Cottages at nearly £900, we may surely 
anticipate some considerable depre- 
clation hereafter in buildings which 
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From the “‘ American Architect.’’ 


Hotel Pennsylvania, Seventh Avenue, New York. 
Messrs. McKim, Meap anp Wuite, Architects. 


are erected now, unless some means 
can be found to lower costs. There 
would have been prodigious activities 
in building now if the advance in 
prices had been anything within reason. 
Such works as the new Board of Trade 
Offices on the Embankment and the 
County Council buildings ought to be 
in full swing. So far the subjects 
being ‘sent to the Academy show a 
singular dearth of important buildings. 





One statement made by 
Nationalisa- jr, Bonar Law at the 
= Conference with the “ Triple 
Troubles. Alliance’ appears to us to 
have a very important bear- 

ing upon the present policy of nationa- 
lisation of mines, transport and other 
industrial undertakings. Speaking of 
the fear of a strike on the railways, 
Mr. Bonar Law pointed out that as the 
railways were under Government con- 
trol such a strike would be very 
different from any strike hitherto 
experienced in this country, as a strike 
when the State is the employer is a 
more serious matter, for if in such 
circumstances a strike were to be 
successful it would make Parliamen- 
tary Government impossible. This is 
an argument against State control of 
industrial undertakings which has 


always been present to our minds, 


and which appears to deserve serious 
consideration. If the Government 
becomes the employer of labour in so 
many concerns there is a risk of any 
serious combination of labour con- 
verting what in private enterprises 
would be a strike into a revolution. 
The State can mediate between private 
employers and their employees (using 
the term private as distinguished from 
State-controlled undertakings), but if 
the State is the employer it must either 
yield to demands or risk a Parlia- 
mentary defeat outside the House of 
Commons. 


Most architects will agree 
that a wise choice has been 
made in the appointment, 
as chief architects under the 
Director-General of Housing, of Mr. 
Raymond Unwin, F.R.I.B.A., and Mr. 
S. B. Russell, F.R.I.B.A., whose zeal 
and ability are well known. There 
never was a time, probably, when public 
confidence in the men appointed to 
carry out important duties was more 
necessary, and we believe architects 
and builders will agree that on this 
occasion an excellent choice has been 
made. The appointment of Mr. T. A. 
Chidgey, M.B.E., as Chief Surveyor, 
will also be welcomed by his many 
friends: 


Housing 
Appoint- 
ments. 
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WAR FACTORIES AND SHEDS.* 


National Filling Factories. 


ore 

GENERAL Notres.—The National Filling 
Factories were erected for the purpose of filling 
shells, cartridge cases, detonators, primers, 
fuses, tee tubes, and other small shell com- 
ponents. 

Srrrs.—The se'ection of sites was governed 
principally by (1) isolation from population 
centres. (2) ample main-line railway services 
in communication with (a) projectile, high 
explosive, and purification factories ; (b) export 
ports. (3) general levels of ground. (4) other 
general conditions usually associated with large 
undertakings, such as sewage-disposal, water- 
supply, proximity to main roads, etc. 

Lay Our.—Large site areas were required in 
comparison with actual! working floor areas, on 
account of the necessity for isolating danger 
buildings, magazines, &c., the minimum distance 
for instance, for an unrevetted magazine being 
100 yards from the nearest building (not followed 
at beginning of war); so that foralarge number 
of magazines, whether revetted or unrevetted a 
huge area would be required. 

Time or Erection.—Time was always the 
essence of the contract. In some cases the 
buildings were filling within five to six weeks 
from commencement of erection. 

Lasour.—At the time of commencement 
very little organisation existed for the transfer 
of men in large bodies from one part of the 
country to another. The Munitions Labour 
Regulations were not fully known or in com- 
plete working order. Strikes were frequent and 
in cases where sufficient men were unobtainable, 
military labour was utilised, the working parties 
consisted of low category men, very few of whom 
had ever done similar work before. 

Tyres or Burtpines.—Buildings associated 
with filling factories can roughly be divided into 
danger and non-danger buildings. The former 
include the magazines and the working rooms. 
Thenon-danger include administrative buildings, 
mess rooms, power houses &c. An important 
feature of all the factories were the Change 
Rooms, where the workers change their ordinary 
apparel for working clothes, and are deprived 
of matches and smoking material, and in some 
cases of keys, knives, and other metal work 
likely to cause a spark. At a point in these 
Change Rooms is a barrier where the workers 
change their shoes before going on to the clean 
platforms which connect all danger and working 
buildings. In the case of isolated danger 
buildings where it would be too expensive to 
run special cleanways, small cubicles are 
constructed, at the entrance, in which the 
workers change their shoes before entering the 
building. 

Ramway Factiitres.—Connection was made 
with the main line, and sorting sidings and a 
broad-gauge railway werelaid down. Wherever 

ossible, to facilitate handling of the traffic, a 
Sas or complete circle of broad-gauge railway 
was laid. 

Truck ace Systems.—Generally of twokinds : 
(1) those laid direct on to the ground, in cuttings 
op embankments ; (2) those on elevated plat- 
forms constructed entirely of wood, or of timber 
on concrete or brick piers. 

TRACKWAYS IN Buriprnes.—In danger build- 
ings and working areas the rails were almost 
invariably of gun metal or hard wood. No con- 
siderable gradients were admissible in such 
sections because of the danger attending run- 
away trucks containing explosives. 

Sewace Drsposat.—Sewage disposal plant 
was necessary at most of the N.F.F.s. In afew 
cases only was it possible to connect to existing 
drains of Local Authorities, 

Water Suppty.—Was obtained: (1) from 
Local Authority ; (2) from wells bored on the 
site, or upon adjoining sites, 





*From a paper by Sir Frank Baines, C.B.E., M.V.O.; 
read before the Institute on Monday, March 17. 


LIGHTING AND PoweER.—Were obtained in 
two ways: (1) from Local Authorities, which 
very often involved a long and expensive cable. 
(2) from independent plant at the factory. 

SpeciaL Frxisninecs to Bovurprnes.—In 
buildings handling fulminate of mercury, and 
other high explosives, it was found advisable 
to cover the walls and ceilings with white- 
enamelled cloth, which would retain no dust 
and could easily be washed; where it was 
necssary to use paint or varnish, it was essential 
that the materials should contain not more than 
.3 per cent. of lead—no lead or zinc base paints 
or lime washes were admissible in picric acid 
sections. In some factories, especially in picric 
acid buildings, gun metal fittings were used 
throughout for locks, doors, windows, &c. 
Linoleum or cork carpet was laid on the floors 
of workrooms and corridors, with high coved 
skirtings uniting walls and floor. Asphalte 
floors of a special gritless composition, were 
used particularly in amatol factories where 
special precautions were necessary. 

Fire Ficutine REsources.—Special factory 
fire brigades and patrols were formed, and each 
room was equipped with water and sand 
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buckets andgextinguishers, and in some cases jt 
was necessary to provide considerable storage 
of water, for which purpose reservoirs were 
constructed ; a disused quarry being impro. 
vised to provide an excellent reservoir in ong 
instance. 

A shell-filling factory of semi-permanent 
construction, covering a site of 1,200 acres 
and consisting of three distinct sections, namely. 
amatol, picric and A.O.D. stores, was then 
described and illustrated in detail, followed by 
slides of various shell-filling factories of legg 
permanent construction, and special time-fuse 
filling shops attached to an engineering works 
special reference being made to the system of 
revetting and isolating danger buildings, ang 
the construction of sunk magazines. 


An Aireraft Shed. 


The erection of this shed was necessitated 
by the large extension of the Aircraft industry, 
being built for the purpose of assembling planes, 
The building is 600 ft. by 420 ft. ; north light 
was adopted in order that the planes should 
not be in any way affected by strong rays of 
light. The shed was so designed that the 
planes could be wheeled out ready for imme. 
diate flying. The supports for the roof were of 
the minimum number so that the full area of 
the shed could be used’ as economically as 


possible. The shed was therefore planned 
. ” , 
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with fifteen longitudinal bays and four trans- 
verse bays, making the clear sizes of each bay 
105 ft. by 40 ft. At the time the shed was 
erected it was thought that 105 ft. would be 
sufficient clearance for the largest plane likely 
to be built—a plane with a spread of 102 ft. 
over the wings being manipulated by wheeling 
out sideways. 

The shed was- divided by a 13} in. brick 
wall, the northern half being raised 2 ft. 6 in. 
above the southern half owing to the fall of the 
site. In spite of this arrangement some 7ft. of 
digging was necessitated at the north-west 
corner, and in all about 40,000 cubic yards of 
excavation were carried from this side to the 
site of the terminal sidings of the branch 
railway, which was constructed for the purpose 
of serving this shed and other industries in the 
neighbourhood. The area of the shed is 
approximat ely 6 acres, and the number of 
intermediate stanchions for supporting the 
roof only total 42. The steelwork was designed 
with 105 ft. span lattice girders incorporating 
the north light outline. These main girders 
were 40 ft. apart, and were spanned between 
py 40 ft. span ridge girders. Over the ridge 
girders were placed intermediate north light 
trusses at 10 ft. centres. The stanchions at 
the walls were kept free, and these stanchions 
were braced in two bays only. Wind bracing 
to root was, of course, inserted at the ends of 
the building. The whole of the roof was 
covered with boarding, nailed to wood purlins 
fastened to the backs of the intermediate 
trusses and main girders. The boarding was 
covered with slating and the gutters were 
formed of asphalte reinforced with expanded 
metal laid on felt. It is worth noting that in 
the immense run of asphalte gutters, each of 
which is 600 ft. long, no indication of leakage 
has yet appeared. This may be considered 
extremely satisfactory, when it is borne in 
mind that there must be a certain amount of 
expansion and contraction in such an area of 
steelwork. ‘The steelwork has been designed 
for a safe load of 9 tons per square inch in 
tension and 8 tons in compression. The whole 

of the floor of the shed was covered with 6 in. 

concrete, spade finished, on hardcore, with the 
exception of 40 ft. inside the west end, which 
is reinforced to carry lorry traffic. The sliding 
doors at the west end are a special feature. 
They have been designed so that any one of 
the 105 ft. spans can be completely opened, 
and were so arranged that the doors of one 
span could slide in front of those adjacent. 
Heatine.—The whole shed is warmed by a 
system of low-pressure hot water circulating 
through approximately 7} miles of piping and 
radiators, maintaining a temperature of 60 deg. 
when freezing outside. The amount of water 
circulating through pipes and radiators being 

40,000 to 50,000 gallons an hour, by means of 
electrically-driven centrifugal pumps of 10 h.p. 
The hot water is generated by nine large cast- 
Iron sectional boilers in the boiler house adjoin- 
ing the shed, the coal consumed averaging 
about } ton per hour in coldest weather. 

Licntine.—Lighting is by means of 300 
candle-power incandescent electric 4-watt 
lamps suspended from the roof. Current taken 
ftom the Electric Supply Co.’s main through 
‘transformer on the adjoining premises, 

_ SIRE Provrection.—The whole of the shed 
. protected from fire by a system of automatic 
stuklers operating on the wet system. There 
te 2,500 of these, which automatically 
at the mics eg ion on the outbreak of fire, 
~ ade ime giving alarm. In addition to 
‘ie sprinklers there is a system of fire hydrants 
— and outside the building. The whole of 
— — is Supplied with water from the 
—_. 2 Aer: and there is also a large 
ietieds . 30,000 gallons capacity specially 
mmol - eed the sprinklers. When the 
applied di aie goes off the system can be 
oe y to the 6 in. supply main, 

(The a et wes one of 180 ft. head of water. 
daring pr re — to two buildings carried out 
ee ce ene Frank Baines described 

in the first part of his lecture ; the second 
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Sketch by the late D. P. Fordham. 


Development Plan of Greater London. 


The Council of the London Society have issued 
a report on the work carried out during the 
seven years of its existence. It is mentioned 
that in 1915, as a beginning to the well-ordered 
development of London, it undertook the pre- 
paration of the Development Plan of Greater 
London, extending from Rickmansworth to 
Romford, from Enfield to Epsom. The Plan 
provided employment for nine architects and 
surveyors (whose practices had been ruined by 
the war) and their salaries and expenses cost 
over £1,000. Onthe Plan were shown urgently 
required new roads, as proposed by the London 
Traffic Branch of the Board of Trade, together 
with the Society’s own proposals; also parks, 
waterside reservations, open spaces, and other 
improvements—in fact the whole of London’s 
requirements were considered, and for the first 
time set down on one plan. Large additional 
parks in the North-west (Stanmore), and in the 
South-east (Addington), were shown to balance 
the generous provision already made in the 
South-west (Richmond, Kew, Wimbledon) and 
in the North-east (Epping and Hainault). The 
work was continued throughout the year 1916. 
It was found impossible to show the Heart of 
London improvements on the small scale (6 in.) 
used for the plan, and it was therefore resolved 


to show these on a complementary plan, to a 
larger (25 in.) scale. The Development Plan 
was completed in 1917, and arrangements made 
with Messrs. Stanford for its reproduction ; 
but owing to its up-to-date information the 
Ordnance Authorities found it necessary to 
prohibit publication until after Peace. 


South Wales Institute of Architects. 

The annual general meeting of the South 
Wales Institute of Architects was held at the 
rooms of the Institute, 6, High-street, Cardiff, 
recently. The following were elected officers 
for the ensuing year :—President, Mr. Ivor P. 
Jones, A.R.I.B.A.; vice-presidents, Mr. E. W. 
M. Carbett, F.R.I.B.A., F.S.L, Mr. Gomer 
Morgan, A.M.I.C.E.; honorary treasurer, Mr. 
Harry Teather, F.R.1.B.A. ; honorary librarian, 
Mr. C. E. Halliday, F.8.A., F.R.1.B.A. ; honor- 
ary auditor, Mr. Thomas A. Bevan; honorary 
secretary, M. C. H. Kempthorne, Licentiate 
R.1.B.A., Albert Chambers, High-street, Cardiff. 
Members of the Council :—Mr.-G. Vincent 
Evans, Licentiate R.I.B.A., Mr. David Morgan, 
F.R.1.B.A., Mr. , Glendinning Moxham, 
F.R.1.B.A., Mr. J. H. Phillips, F.R.1.B.A., 
Mr. Cook Rees, M.S.A., Mr. T. Edmund Rees, 
Mr. Lennox Robertson, F.R.I.B.A., Mr. Arthur 
Lloyd Thomas, F.S.1, Mr. P. Thomas, 
Mr. W. C. Cooper. eis 
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GENERAL NEWS. 





Professional Announcement. 

Mr. Albert “E. Bullock, A.R.I.B.A., late of 
Brownlow House, High Holborn, has removed 
to 141, New Bond-street, London, W. 1, and 
has taken into partnership Mr. Stanley G. 
Jeeves (Captain, Royal Engineers), formerly 
of Messrs. Wilkins & Jeeves, architects,’ of 
Oxford. The firm to be known hereafter as 
Messrs. Albert E. Bullock & Jeeves. 


American Rails for Birmingham. 

An order for a thousand tons of steel girder 
rails has been placed by the Tramways Com- 
mittee of the Birmingham Corporation with 
the Lorain Steel Company, of Cleveland, 
U.S.A., at a cost of £16 15s. per ton. 


Chepstow. 

It is stated that the First Commissioner has 
acceded to a request from the Shipping Con- 
troller that Sir Frank Baines shall undertake 
the responsibility for carrying through the 
housing, programme already decided upon at 
Chepstow, and any other constructional work 
that may still be considered necessary. His 
advice will also be available on any technical 
points which may arise in connection with the 
disposal of the yards. 


The Industrial Reconstruction Council. 

The following series of lectures have been 
arranged to take place at the Institute of 
Journalists, 2 & 4, Tudor-street, E.C. 4. There 
will be a different speaker at each lecture, which 
begins at 5.30 p.m., and is followed by a 
discussion :—April 1 (1), the determination of 
standards in scientific management ; April 15 
(2), the planning department in scientific 
management; April 29 (3), incentives to 
efficiency in scientific management ; April 13 (4), 
costing in relation to scientific management; 
May 27 (5), the relation of welfare work to 
scientific management; June 10 (6), the 
benefit to the workman of scientific managé- 
ment. 


The Royal Sanitary Institute. 

A Congress will be held at Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne from July 28 to August 2, inclusive. 
In addition to the President’s inaugural address 
there will be sectional meetings for the reading 
and discussion of papers relating, amongst other 
matters, to :—A, Sanitary science and preven- 
tive medicine ; B, Engineering and architecture. 
Conferences will also be held on :—I, Represen- 
tatives of sanitary authorities; II, Represen- 
tatives of port sanitary authorities ; ;, ITI, 
Medical officers of health; IV, Engineers and 
surveyors, &c. It is proposed to arrange in 
connection with the meeting a HealthExhibition 
specially illustrating Hygiene of Infants and 
Child Welfare ; Housing, including laying out 
of estates, planning, materials, and construction, 
fittings and appliances. 


mC | ggPublicjWork for Unemployed.t 

Mr. Alfred Short having asked the Prime 
Minister whether he is aware that 948,620jjimen 
and women were receiving on. February 28 
out-of-work donation and that 166,257 were 
demobilised members of the forces; and 
whether the Government contemplates any 
action with the view of providing remunerative 
employment, the following written reply has 
been given :—}‘ The facts are as stated in the 
question. I hope that private employers will 
dovjeverything in their power to re-establish 
and extend their work upon a peace basis, 
and that public authorities will put in hand 
necessary works with the least possible delay. 
I believe that by these means the volume of 
remuneratve employment available will be 
increased. As at present advised, the Govern- 
ment do not propose to put work in hand 
solely with a view to providing employment 
for unemployed people.” 


The Builders’ Clerks’ Benevolent Institution. 
At the annual general meeting, the report 
and ba!lance-sheet, for the past year showed that 


the sum of £500 was disbursed in pensions and 
relief. Mr. Henry T. Holloway, who has so 
helped the Institution by his successful appeal 
for funds, has consented to re-occupy the Presi- 
dential Chair for the ensuing year. Mr. Walter 
Lawrence accepted the position of Trustee, in 
place of Mr. W. R. Freeman, resigned. The 
hon. auditors and retiring members of the com- 
mittee were unanimously re-elected, Hearty 
thanks were voted to all those who had held 
office. As a result of the election, Mrs. A. E. 
Stratton was elected to a widow’s pension of 
£24 per annum. 


Southwark Cathedral. 


The Bishop of Southwark appeals for interest 
and support in a matter which is causing the 
Southwark diocese a good deal of anxiety— 
namely, the Cathedral. During the past forty 
years a very large sum of money has been spent 
in the restoration of the building, which had 
been allowed to fall into a state of lamentable 
decay. £70,000 was raised by Bishop Thorold 
for the rebuilding of the nave, and in the last 
eight years a further sum of £7,500 has been 
spent in the completion of the necessary repairs. 
The position to-day is that the Cathedral is 
in a thoroughly sound condition as a whole, 
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but that from time to time minor repairs are 
inevitably required. Should these not? he 
taken in hand as néed arises, extensive works 
of restoration will be called for, and those 
responsible for the upkeep of the fabric wij 
have to answer for their, neglect. 


Modern Lighting Systems. 

Dealing with the question of lighting in his 
paper on “ The Distribution of Heat, Light 
and Motive Power by Gas and Electricity” 
read before the Royal Society of Arts on March 
19, Sir Dugald Clerk, K.B.E., D.Sc., F.R.S. 
said that it was difficult to give any estimate 
of the relative economy of gas and electrie- 
lighting on account of the many different 
types of apparatus in use. If all gas lamps 
were of the inverted incandescent variety and 
all electric lamps of the one-Watt type, elec. 
tricity would require a greater coal consump. 
tion than gas ; but in practice gas lighting uses 
a considerable number of vertical burners and 
electricity many half-Watt lamps. Statistics 
as to the number and nature of the various 
lamps in use in both systems are urgently 
required to determine the question of the most 
economical combination; meanwhile all that 
can be said is that the competition between 
gas and electricity in lighting is very keen, 
and that conditions other than heat economy 
will determine as to the system to be applied, 
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[This design, by Messrs. Seed & Atkinson, of Bolton, was placed 


first in Class 3a in the Bolton Housing Competition. 


In our last 


issue we reviewed the competition at some length, and gave two } 
other first-premiated designs by the same architects. The design 
placed second in Class 3a, by Messrs. Halliday, Paterson & Agate, is 


given on'next page.] 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 





The Cost of¥Building. 
r gir, L"was pleased to see|inTyour issue of 
March 14 a reference to a meeting of the 
Nottingham and Derby Architectural Society 
attended by architects, builders, and operatives. 
In my paper I referred to the American point 
of view, and I think this quotation should be 
blished broadcast amongst the workmen. 
[ visited the States on a tour of inspection 
rior to the war, and conferred with Mr. Cass- 
Gilbert, the leading architect in New York, 
on the question of cost, and he gave me figures 
at per cubic foot of various buildings, which I 
found were almost identical with our own at 
that time, and yet the wages of the American 
workmen were practically double. This speaks 
for itself and shows there is something deplor- 
ably wrong in our British methods, I attribute 
this difference to the following :— 

|. The restriction of output by our workmen. 

2, Defective organization on the part of the 

builder. 

3. Incomplete drawings by the architect. 

4, Insufficient information given by the 

client. 

The rapidity with which the Americans 
erect buildings designed by the leading archi- 
tects is astonishing. I saw the building of the 
Biltmore Hotel, which, with its thousand 
bedrooms (having a bathroom to each), two 
ballrooms, winter gardens, marble decorations, 
elaborate plumbing, &c., &c.. and every modern 
convenience was finished in nine months, 
dating from the completion of the foundations. 
[ am not in a position to give the amount of 
the total cost, but I should say it reached some- 
thing like £1,000,000. The working drawings 
by the leading architects are the best I have 
ever seen and the smallest detail is thought out 
toa finish before a brick is laid, and in industrial 
works even the position of each machine is 
plotted carefully on the working drawings. 

If your suggestion, in your issue of March 14, 
were carried out, viz. :— 

“That architectural societies in ether parts 
of the country should meet the workmen and 
builders and discuss this serious question in a 
friendly conference,” 1 am convinced that an 
enormous amount of good would follow 

We found the workmen in Nottingham intel- 
ligent and most anxious to bring about a better 
state of things, and they have not only done 
this but since the meeting I have found 
distinct evidence of their being anxious to 
carry out their intentions. 

ALBERT N. BRoMLEy. 


pu 





Architects’ Assistants and Draughtsmen. 

Sir,—The announcement in your Nores of 
March 21, informing us that the ‘‘ Architectural 
Assistants’ Professional Union” had been 
formed has caused a good deal of interest. 
Mr. Fox is to be congratulated, and one would 
like the names of the remaining signatories to 
the original letter promised by Mr. Fox, but, in- 
advertently possibly, omitted. My reason for 
asking for names was to see how strongly the 
movement was supported, and that we might 
recognise our leaders. There is one little point 
I desire to allude to in Mr. Fox’s letter, for, 
evidently he has misread my reason with respect 
to those Assistants ‘‘who have to provide for 
others,” I referred, of course, to the married, 
because, on this very account, it is they who 
most acutely feel the pinch at the present time. 
I am certainly no advocate for celibacy. One 
idea has occurred ta me with regard to one 
possible way of helping on the younger archi- 
tectural practitioner, this is to try to obtain an 
undertaking from architects employing an 
Assistant, that they will add the name of the 
chief Assistant in collaborating their scheme or 
design with his own name, and sign all drawings 
and documents relative to that particular work 
in their joint names. This would bring into 
promizence a man who Is evidently a useful 
Assistant and most likely to be well fitted for 
employment by clients desirous of helping the 
msing man. A scheme of profit-sharing, where 
the expenses and commission would be shared 


on terms to be agreed mutually. Architects I 
regard as a class who are far from parsimonious, 
and though I am loath to refer to anonymously 
signed letters, I would point out to ‘ Disgusted” 
that it is far from charitable to say that because 
an architect is temporarily hard hit and unable 
to pay a large salary, that he has no right to be 
an employer. In conclusion, let us hope that 
our leaders in forming a Union will study em- 
ployers as well as employees, and one hopes to 
see Architecture still a dignified profession. 
Epwarp A. JOLLYE. 


Taking Down and Re-erecting Hutments. 

Str,—I should be much obliged if you could 
put me in touch with any contractor or anyone 
who has experience of the cost of taking down, 
transporting and re-erecting hutments. There 
are a large number of camps being demobilised 
and advertising their hutments for sale. As 
advised at present, it seems to be extremely 
doubtful whether it is not as cheap to build in 
brick on the site as to purchase and transport 
temporary hutments. 

We are organising an orthopedic hospital 
for military patients, hence my interest in this 
matter. R. O. 

*,* Perhaps some reader who has had 
experience will oblige our correspondent.—Ep. 





The Rent Question. 


Str,—Undue prominence has been given 
to the tenant’s side of the housing question 
and there seems te be, on the part of the daily’ 
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Press, a conspiracy of silence when the land 
lord wishes to put forth his side. 

The following figures have been sent to the 
Chronicle, Express, and the Star, without 
avail, and perhaps you may give them publicity. 

Rent must yield the current interest, cover 
insurance, repairs, collection, loss of tenancy 
and in addition replace the capital within the 
period of the lease. Take a house costing 
£450 to build, and ground at £50. Even a 
landlord should be entitled to 5 per cent. on 
his outlay. 


£500 at 5 per cent. . ete ~ gee 0 8 
Repairs F - 5 0 0 
Insurance m + on es 7 6 
Sinking fund on £450, spread over 

80 years... no sin ” ee 
Loss of tenancy, | month in 12... 3 0 0 
Rent collection er a os is 0 


Total, say £40 .. .. £39 18 0 
needed to give a net 5 per cent. on an outlay 
of £500. 

House property in the past has not paid 
3 per cent., and yet 5 per cent. has been paid 
in borrowed money. Tenants have been so 
used to cheap rents that they get a shock when 
a 5 per cent. rent is demanded. Houses which 
cost me £500 are let at £26 to £30, and the 
rent cannot be raised. 

As a landlord gets no sympathy when he 
loses money, he has also a a to whatever 
fat happens to be going. The State would 
do far better if it put a curb on the 35 per cent. 
dividend oil and other trusts, instead of pounc- 
ing on a section of investors who deserve the 
increment, now overdue. 

Southall. 


COMPETITION 


L. D. WALKER. 
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PROFESSIONAL REMUNERATION. 


Ture position of the architectural 
yrofession in the mind of the world at 
les has aspects of uncertainty, and 
the profession, having had less business 
on hand for an extended period, has 
taken to introspection, which has had 
resulting correspondence in the Builder 
and formal so informal meetings and 
conferences at the Institute. A desire 
for improved professional organisation 
and for new ideals of social usefulness 
are among the perhaps obvious fruits of 
this Lenten period of self-consciousness, 
to which self-examination the public are 
not likely to object, and in the results 
of which, it must be confessed, they are 
not to be expected to take much interest ; 
but the haunting sense of a risk that 
architects can be done without, rather 
than a well-founded conviction of their 
necessity to the present-day economy of 
existence, appears to be prevalent in the 
profession, and to cause natural anxiety. 

The doctrine that architects exist 
primarily for the practice of an art, and 
that the world at large can do without 
their aid, somehow or other, when an 
artistic end is not sought to be attained, 
may be unpopular with the profession, 
but the probability is great that this is 
the general impression of their place and 
service in the public mind. This will 
account for the commonly received 
notion that architects in most occasions 
of their employment have little to show 
for their remuneration. When real 
architecture is required and power of 
deffen evidenced the debt to the pro- 
fession is fully admitted, and the value 
of its contribution to the amenity ot 
the world ungrudgingly recognised. It 
is, therefore from the artistic side of 
their sphere of operations that assurance 
and be sem will most naturally come 
to architects. Broadly viewed the situation 
of the profession in the public view is 
secure within this its central and authori- 
tative domain. Here uncertainty and 
doubt can only properly arise within the 
professional breast, as to the competency of 
the art to fulfil thy demands made upon 
it: a healthy fear of failure that is 
stimulative both to imagination and 
study. Hers, again, the architect is 
able to make the value of his work 
sufficiently evident. 

It is, however, in the more general 
and humbler sphere of contriver and 
director of common building operations, 
directly and indirectly, in suggesting 
various solutions of accommodation 
yuzzles, wrestling with by-laws, neigh- 
res and estimates, that the ro 
at large makes its livelihood. Thus 
services of real value are rendered to 
private individuals and public bodies, 
trying and arduous in nature, demanding 
skill, patience and or that from 
their character look difficult to appraise 
and liable to be underestimated and 
soon forgotten. Practising architects, 
whose opportunities of important artisti¢ 
work are rare, not’ unnaturadly value 


such services as deserving suflicient 
recognitéon and remuneration. It is 


unfortunate that in most of these latter 
exercises either the conceit of clients, 
the experience of a good builder, or the 
complacency of neighbours and circum- 
stances may reduce their necessity and 


apparent value. It is just possible, 
though the economy may be more than 
doubtful, that the building operation 
after all did not demand the assistance 
of so highly trained and specially qualified 
an expert, and that after the original 
provision of a plan his activities were 
almost superfluous. Such may be the 
opinion of the world, and a consciousness 
of its existence seems to underly the 
recurrence of spasms of self-justification 
in a profession which does not go with 
the world and permit advertisement. 

The situation of the architect therefore 
is delicate in his dual capacity of artist 
and man of building aflairs, with but 
uncertain occasions for exhibiting his 
real worth and with abundant oppor- 
tunities of ordinary unrecognised useful- 
ness, and the remuneration for many 
services more often than not presumed 
to be a matter of concession unrepresented 
by material. The stupid world, in its 
practical way, impatient of elaborately 
just accounts, has by a long and _deep- 
seated custom admitted that value of 
architecture is represented by a com- 
mission of five per cent. on the cost of 
the building, and the better judgment 
of the profession has continually ex- 
pressed its dislike and contempt of an 
estimation which takes no real account 
of the time or skill, often differing greatly 
in value, which it bestows without 
detailed computation. But, whether 
willingly or not, the situation has been 
accepted, and taking the rough with the 
smooth the back has become accustomed 
to the burden and has submitted to evils 
that it knows rather than invite unknown 
uncertainties. 

There is considerable danger to-day 
in attempting to disturh a svstem which, 
with the very considerable advance of 
building cost, promises to increase the 
ordinary remuneration of the profession. 
The danger lies in the field where, as 
has been indicated, architects have the 
greater part of ther employment, viz., 
in the sphere of ordinary building work, 
where their services may be dispensed 
with or displaced from non-professional 
sources. The public will be keenly alive 
to any effort on the part of their pro- 
fessional advisers and protectors which 
may innocently appear to take a double 
advantage of the present-day tendency 
of unions to make the employer pay 
increased prices, by not only charging 
the normal commission.on an abnormal 
cost but by increasing the rate per cent. 
of that commission. Further difficulty 
will certainly attend the many explana- 
tions that must attend varying scales of 
percentage designed to fluctuate with 
the increases often attendant on pro- 
gressive operations, and the suspicion 
that the protector of the client is mainly 
concerned with protecting himself against 
his client will be hard to disperse. 

An impartial wisdom will suggest that 
any uncertainty that exists in the public 
mind as to the place of the architect will 
be determined upon economic and not 
upon professional grounds. This should 
premonish architects not to disturb at 
present the generally accepted five per 
cent., In case the argument of its applica- 
tion to abnormal costs may be pressed 
to its logical conclusion. 
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EXHIBITIONS OF THE WEEK. 


Famous Portraits at the National Gallery, 

WE had occasion two weeks ago in them 
notes to allude to the loss to the London 
public—and yet more to London visitoy 
from overseas—in the closing, for depart. 
mental reasons, of the National Gallery of 
British Art and the National Portrait Gallery 
It is a pleasure to be able to record that some 
effort has heen made to make up to the public 
for this loss by the really admirable selection 
of portraits from the last-named collection 
which are now on view at the National Gallery 

These portraits, which fill one room, arp 
absolutely of the first rank, both in Subject 
and artistic merit. First, and finest perhaps 
of all, is Sargent’s masterly portrait of Henry 
James, and near it Bastien Lepage’s genjaj 
study of Henry Irving, probably the bes 
likeness of the real Irving that was ever painted, 
The virile Sir R. F. Burton, by Lord Leighton, 
contrasts with the ascetic crimson-robed figur 
of Cardinal Manning, painted by G. F. Watts 
and two beautiful women of the Restoration, 
Mistress Eleanor Gwynne, of Drury Lane fame. 
and Madam Jane Middleton—the one by Lely, 
the second by Largilliere—are masterpieces of 
portrait art in that period, when a somewhat 
voluptuous type was in the mode. As a con. 
trast, however, to these fair and frail ladies 
of an age of laxity we find Walker’s portrait 
of Oliver Cromwell, and (by T. Sadler) the 
author of ** Pilgrim’s Progress.”” Nelson (by 
Abbott), Sir John Moore and Lord Wolseley— 
a finely decorative canvas by Besnard— 
represent our leaders in war; and lastly the 
famous and probably the only existing con. 
temporary likeness of William Shakespeare 
the much-discussed Chandos portrait, lent by 
the Earl of Ellesmere—is in itself worth a visit 
to the Gallery. 

At Walker’s Galleries Lady Victoria Manners 
has been this month exhibiting, under the 
attractive title of ‘‘Gardens in Many Lands,” 
a series of studies which take us to Athens, 
Egypt, Moorish Spain, Algiers and Italy, and 
perhaps attain their most intimate expression 
in the gardens of such old English homes as 
Haddon Hall. This applies especially to 
“ View of Haddon from the Terrace,” “ Hamp- 
ton Court” (which surely is the beautiful 
border recently rescued by public protest from 
official destruction), and “ Garden of Peace, 
Saighton.” In her “ Shrine of Madonna, 
Lake Orta,” the artist has essayed a problem 
of extreme difficulty—blossom in full Italia 
sunlight—without success, while her “ Genen- 
liffe, Granada,” lacks atmosphere and is dubiow 
in perspective. In the same Galleries are shewn 
a number of water-colour studies (‘‘ Lincoln” 
is excellent) by the late Miss Myra Hughes, 
and pastels and drawings by Mrs. Gervas 
Pierrepont, whose children—‘* Study of Miss 
Lorimer,” “ Portrait of Child ’’—are the most 
successful. 

We are obliged to hold over till next week 
our notice of the Royal Institute of Painters in 
Water Colours—where Mr. W. B. G. Ranken 
and Mr. Fred Taylor come this year very much 
to the front—and take la‘er the Society o! 
Twenty-five Painters at the Leicester Galleries. 

This excellent little Society has now come 
to life again after the war, and includes this 
year among its exhibiting members Cecil Rea, 
Anning Bell, G. W. Lambert, Oliver Hall! and 
Terrick Williams. The latter’s ‘ Morning 
Mist, Notre Dame ”’ is a brilliant study of the 
great cathedral in morning light ; and among 
the ladiés Isobelle Dods Withers is to be noted. 
and Clare Atwood’s ‘‘ Film Studio” and 
“ Olympia in Wartime” are broadly handled 
and effective. In water-colour Nelson Dawson 
and J. L. Henry have some brilliant little 
studies. The general level is good, and we 
may return to this Society later. 


—_—_—_—_9—=q>=—e- - a 


The Industrial Reconstruction Council! 
The Rt. Hon. J. H. Whitley, M.P.. has 
accepted the office of President, and Lieut.-Col. 
C. L’Estrange Malone, M.P., the office of Chair- 
man of the Executive Committee of this body. 
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COMPETITION NEWS. 


Baildon. 

The Baildon Urban District Council invite 
applications for compet itive plans for a housing 
scheme to provide about 100 houses cn ten 
acres of land. For particulars see our ad- 
vertisement pages last week. 


Bristol. 

The ‘Housing Extensicns and Town Plan- 
ning Committee of the City Council invite 
desicns from architects practising in the 
counties ‘of Somerset, Dorset, Wilts and 
Gloucester for the erection of 5,000 workmen’s 
dwellings. The Committee offer 3 Premiums 
of £250 each, 3 Premiums of £150 each, 6 
Premiums of £50 each, which will not be 
merged in the commissions. The Committee 
have appointed Mr. Ernest Newton, A.R.A., 
F.R.1.B.A., as assessor in collaboration with 
their advisory architect, Mr. C. F. W. Dening, 
F.R.LB.A. Particulars of the competition 
may be obtained upon application to the City 
Engineer, 63, Queen-square, Bristol, upon 
payment of a fee of £1 1s. Designs to be sent 
in“on’ or before Wednesday, April 30, 1919. 


Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
The” Housing Committee of the Newcastie- 
upon-Tyne Corporation invite competitive 


designs for the laying out on garden area 
lines of a portion of their Walker Estate, 
containing about 112 acres. Premiums of 
£100, £50, and £25 respectively will be awarded 
to the competitors whose designs shall be 
considered respectively Ist, 2nd and 3rd in 
order of merit, such designs to become the 
absolute property of the Corporation. Con- 
ditions and plan of the site may be obtained 
from the Town Clerk on deposit of one guinea. 


Dorking. 

The War Memorial Committee invite 
designs for a proposed memorial to the fallen. 
A premium of £50 will be awarded to the 
competitor submitting the design placed first 
by an expert assessor, All designs submitted 
will become the property of the Committee, 
Full particulars, together with plan and section 
of site, will be sent to applicants on receipt 
of a deposit of £1 1s. Mr. W. J. Hodges is 
Clerk to the Committee, Council Offices, Dorking. 


Model Cottages and Houses. 

The particulars of the Daily Express and 
Sunday E press Competition for Mode! Cottages 
and Houses were given in our issue for March 14, 
page 253. There are two sections :— 


(a) Professional section. 
(b) Amateur section. 


Substantial premiums are offered in each 
case. The designs are to be sent in by April 14. 


Ips wich. 

Competitive designs are invited for laying out 
about 100 acres of land as a working class 
suburb on the lines of a modified Garden City. 
Three premiums—50 guineas, 30 guineas, and 
20 guineas—are offered for the three best 
designs, which will become the property of the 
Corporation. Copy of conditions and plan can 
be obtained from the Town Clerk, Ipswich, on 
payment of half-a-guinea. Designs to be sent 
in not later than May 5- 


Pine Apple Farm Estate, Birmingham. 


_ The time for submitting plans by competitors 
's extended until Wednesday, April 23. 
Such plans must be deposited at the Council 
Office before noon on that day. 


-—-— 2 -—<ge—- eo 


The Surveyors’ Institution. 

1 ne next ordinary general meeting will be 
held in the lecture hall of the Institution on 
M nday, March 31, when a paper, entitled 

Building Contracts before and after the 
war, and the Functions of the Quantity 
: EVOvOS, will be read by Mr. John W. Hurrell 
(Fellow). The chair will be taken at 5 o’clock. 
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THE COST OF BUILDING. 


Ix“our issue of March 14, p. 254, we gave a 
short account of the Conference, which was held 
at the headquarters of the Nottingham and 
Derby Architectural Society, of architects, 
master builders, and operatives, when a short 
paper was read by Mr. A. N. Bromley, 
F.R.1.B.A., on the cost of building. We now 
have pleasure in giving the paper in extenso. 
Mr. Bromley said :— 

“We are confronted with the"greatest*crisis 
which has ever occurred in the history of this 
Society, for the cost of building has risen to such 
an alarming extent that, except for compulsory 
building, the trade is practically closing down 
(see the Builder, February 14th, 1919). I appeal 
to this meeting for suggestions to find a remedy, 
and offer, as a subject for discussion, the 
following : 

1. The speeding up of work all round by 
workmen, builders, and architects. 

2. The avoidance of strikes, the result of 
disputes amongst the workmen themselves. 

3. The withdrawal of trivial restrictions 
relating to the allocation of work. 

As to Item 1.—Unfortunately there is a 
feeling among the workmen that by slowing 
down work more men are employed, whereas 
in point of fact this is the very thing which is 
drifting us on to the rocks of unemployment, as 
it seriously increases the cost and thereby 
prevents all building schemes of enterprise from 
being undertaken. The following is an extract 
from the book called ‘ From War to Work,’ 
which gives the American point of view, 
which is exactly the opposite of the 


unfortunate English methods: ‘ We are 
not going to have the trouble [here that 
Britain had with restriction of production. 


There has not been any restriction on 
output for over thirty years in America. We 
in the United States have followed an entirely 
different policy. We say to the employers, 
‘** Bring in all the improved machinery and new 
tools that you can find. We will help you to 
improve them stil] further, and we will get the 
utmost product out of them; but what we 
insist on is the limitation of the hours of labour 
for the individual! to eight per day. Work two 
shifts a dayif you please, or work yourmachinery 
all round the twenty-four hours if you like, with 
three shifts, and we will help you, but we insist 
on the normal working day with full physical 
effort. We will not agree to that overwork 
producing. the poison of over-fatigue which 
destroys the maximum of production, under- 
mines the health of the individual worker, and 
destroys his capacity for daily industrial effort.’ 
(Mr.Samuel Gompers,President of the American 
Federation of Labour, representing 2,000,000 
workers,in an interview on Labour and Dilution. 
The Observer, July 8, 1917.) 

The latest and best methods of manufacture 
of materials should be provided, and the most 
approved method of hoisting and handling these 
materials should be intre duced. 

The builders should orgapise their work 
thoroughly, and should order all materials well 
ahead. and they should remember that a 
building is of no use to a proprietor until it is 
finished in every part. 

The architects shdgld copy the American 
methods, and they should on no account consent 
to a commencement of the work, except 
excavating and levelling, until every detail and 
every reyuirement for finishing is definitely 
settled with the client. All machinery, plait. and 
fittings should be shown upon the working 
drawings, thus saving a deplorable waste of time 
in alterations and also saving the client from 
vexatious extras. 

As to Item 2.—I feel sure that the workmen 
cannot realise what harm they do to their own 
interests by prejudicing our clients against 
entering upon building schemes on account of 
the vexatious strikes which have occurred on 
some of our buildings owing to the disputes 
amongst themselves. Surely it is possible for 
them to form a Board of Arbitration which 
would settle these family disputes in the allo- 


cation of the several trades. It is most unjust 
that the client and architect should suffer in the 
way they have owing to these disputes for which 
they are in no way responsible. 

As to Item 3.—<As architects, we can under- 
stand and approve the proper allocation of the 
work in‘*the different trades, but I think we 
must all be agreed that the trivial restrictions 
are most vexatious and damaging to our smaller 
works. For instane, if a bricklayer is not 
allowed to fix a stone sill in a small, country job, 
it necessitates a de'ay of the work waiting for a 
mason, which increases the cost. These delays 
are also calculated to prevent our clients from 
building. I think it is ovr duty as architects 
to point out to the workmen the absolute 
necessityof getting rid of these vexatiousdelays; 
it should be shown to them that we architects 
know from-experience how reluctant our clients 
are to embark on a building scheme owing to 
the cost and slowness of the Dyes the danger of 
strikes, and the annoying delay in trivial 
matters. Above all, it should be driven home to 
the workmen and to the bui!ders and the archi- 
tects that the old saying, ‘ Time is money,’ is 
of the greatest importance, and that slow build- 
ing is a dead loss in money to our clients in the 
shape of interest on unused capital, and the 
increase in cost of building which it entails. It 
should be remembered by all three of us that 
building has an enormous influence on the 
prosperity of the country, and that:by slowing 
down work and thus increasing the cost we are 
tending to produce unemployment in other 
industries by preventing enterprise. 

Any attempt to make all wages alike in the 
building trade is sure to bring about disaster. 
It will kill all enterprise and bring about 
emigration, as the better class of workmen will 
not standit. Wearenone of us made alike, and 
there is nothing in nature to justify it, and if 
by industry and intelligence we thoroughly 
learn a trade, it stands tq reason that we must 
be paid more than the man who never takes the 
trouble to do so. But all industrious workers 
must have a good living wage. 

Finally, I would say to the workmen, I have 
consistently, for many years, been an advocate 
for good wages, provided you will give us good 
quick work, and not hamper us with petty 
disputes and restrictions, 

To the builders I would say, give us the best 
and most approved machinery for carrying out 
your work quickly; organise your work 
expeditiously, and do not price your contracts 
too low, and then trust to the practice of relying 
so much on time-work for profit. 

Last, but not least, I would say to the archi- 
tect, above all things do not, for the sake of 
obtaining work, estimate the proposed building 
at too low a figure. It will only result in con- 
fusion, delay, bad work, and extras, and in the 
end will do you more harm than if you had 
never carried out the building. If the improve- 
ments I have suggested, or a modification of 
them, were effected, I feel sure that a reduction 
in the alarming cost of building might be made, 
and confidence would be restored to our clients ; 
and the danger of unemployment in the 
building trade may be saved.”’ 

The paper was approved by the meeting with 
the following addition :— 

“ It was agreed that it should be pointed out 
to the builders that owing to their heing unable 
to enter into definite contracts without reser- 
vations, our clients were afraid to embar< upon 
building operations.” 

The discussion which ensued suggested that 
the relations between masters and men are 
cordial. An assurance was given that the 
44-hour week having been conceded, there 
would be stability for some time to come; that 
sectional strikes in the trade had become a thing 
of the past.as all disputes between one trade and 
another would be referred to a Board of Demar- 
cation; and that there would not be any 
restriction on the maximum output, but that 
every man would endeavour to do a conscien- 


tious day’s work. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS. 


War Factories. 

TueEsE illustrations are given in connection 
with the recent lecture which Sir Frank Baines, 
C.B.E., M.V.O., delivered at the R.I.B.A. and 
the preliminary remarks of which we gave in our 
last issue, together with other illustrations. On 
p- we give an abstract of the lecture. 








S. Phillip’s Church Cape Town. 


This church was built some years ago by 
Messrs. Herbert Baker and Fran:is Masey. It is a 
Mission church in a native suburb of Cape Town, 
and was inspired by Father Waggett, of the 
Cowley Fathers. The problem was to build a 
very spacious nave for a small cost. It is built 
entirely of red brick with a roof covered with 
corrugated iron, which is not material if used 
as it should be—a very flat pitch, and not as 
though it were tiles or slates, and with a wide 
eave which with its shadow attracts the eye 
from below. 

S. Phillip’s Church shows how satisfactory 
an expression of plainly treated brickwork may 
be obtained for achurch interior. Such a treat- 
ment is far more impressive and satisfactory 
than where mere ornamentation covers up 
badly proportioned surfaces and outlines. 


St. Andrew’s College Grahamstown. 


St. Andrew’s College is one of the most 
prosperous English schools in §. Africa, and 
contains many iamous §. Africans on the rolls of 
the college. Thisnew chapel, which is treated 
with simple vigour and breadth, has been built 
by Messrs. Herbert Baker & Kendall, of Cape 
Town, of sandstone from the district with a 
concrete vaulted roof. The climate is a hot 
and bright one, and therefore the light has been 
admitted by small windows placed high up in 
the walls. In such climates an east window 
must always be avoided; in fact, reasoning 
conversely, one is inclined to think that the 
characteristic straight east end and big east 
window of English Gothic had its origin in the 
demand for the maximum of morning sunlight 
in the northern climate. 

Flats, 4), Park lane,, London, W. 

These flats, now in course of erection at the 
north end of Park-lane, facing Marble Arch and 
the Park, are the property of Mr. J. W. Lorden, 
M.P. The architect is Mr. Frank T. Verity, 
F.R.LB.A., of 7, Sackville-street, London, W. 





————-@ Pe 


“ Way: and Means,” 


We are glad to welcome the first issue of 
Ways and Means, a review of industry and 
social progress, edited by Mr. Ernest J. P. 
Benn, and published at 8, Bouverie-street, 
London, E.C. 4. The journal aims at being 
the organ of industry, and the first issue con- 
tains several useful contributions to current 
discussion. The enterprise is in the nature 
of an experiment, but the contents give promise 
of a successful career. 
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MEETINGS. sance ‘Architecture in Italy, France and -Eng 





land.” 7.30 p.m. 


Fripay, March 28. The Royal Archaeological Institute (in™ the 7 


The Londo Society. —Slave apartments of the Society of Antiquaries, Bur- 
‘Se opr yg er lington House, Piccadilly, W.)—General 


General Meeting (in the Hall of the Royal 
Society of Arts, John-street, Adelphi). Follow- 
ing the short business meeting, Mr. G. Q. 
Roberts, C.B.E., M.A., Secretary of St. 


4.30 p.m. 


Thomas's Hospital, will give a lecture, illus- Bayne on “ Stained Glass.” 7 p.m.’ | 

trated by lantern slides, on “St. Thomas’s ws : » +21) /RIDAY, April 4 7! : @ 

Hospital in Medieval and “Modern London.” The Royal Sanitary Institute (at the Town | 

5 p.m. Hall, St. Helens).-Mr. F. E. Wynne, B.A., % 

Monpay, March 31. M.B., D.P.H., on “The Elimination of In. 

The Royal Institute of British ‘Architec'’s.— sanitary Areas.” 7 p.m. 

Captain Rimmer on “ Legal Difficulties in the ; ips 

Administration of Building Contracts.” 5 p.m, Change of Address. 





The Surveyors’ In titution.—Mr. J. W. Hurrell 
on “ Building Contracts before and after the 
War, and the Functions of the Quantity 


Sur r” § pm. : 
ihe RE Westminster, S.W.1, to 


“4 re , pri] 9 . ° 
WEDNESDAY, April 2. commodious laboratories. 


j 





























Aomnstrative’ Building 





Filling Factory: Illustrating Paper on “ War Factories.” 
By SIR FRANK BaInEs, C.B.E., M.V.O. 





St. Pauls Ecclesiological Society (at tthe a 
Chapter House, St. Paul’s, E.C.).—Mr.&R. C. % 


Messrs. Henry Faija & Co. (D. B. Butler, 
Assoc.M.Inst.C.E., F.G.8.), who for thirty-five § 
years were established at Old Queen-street, 7 
three years ago removed to No. 6, Earl-street, 
and 
They continue to | 
‘The L.C.C. School of Building, Ferndale-road, receive letters and samples re-directed from 7 
Clapham, S.W.4.—Professor Beresford Pite, Old Queen-street, and they have asked us to — 
M.A., F.R.1.B.A., on '* The History of Renais- announce their change of address again. 
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ANDREW’S COLLEGE, GRAHAMSTOWN. 


Messrs. BAKER AND KENDALL, ARCHITECTS. 
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NATIONAL MEMORIALS.—V. 





By Proressor BrereEsrorp PIrte£. 
THE SHAFTES8URY MEMORIAL FOUNTAIN. 


Tur fountain at Piccadilly-circus was 
erected by public subscription, and placed 
at the entrance to Shaftesbury-avenue, in 
honour of the memory of the great 
Christian philanthropist Anthony Ashley, 
Seventh Karl of Shaftesbury, in which 

urpose both the dedication of the new 
street and this monument were combined. 
Any suggestion for the removal of the 
fountain to another site must meet the 
initial objection of dislocating and de- 
tracting ian this significance. If the 
proposal is pressed it will have to be 
supported by the substitution for the 
fountain of a first-rate monument of the 
dignified old Earl, whose statuesque pose 
was so well known and beloved by 
Londoners of the lastygeneration. 

The suggested transportation of the 
fountain illustrates the possibility of a 
danger to public memorials that should 
not be without its usefulness to-day, 
when so many unrelated ideas are 
zealously promoted as fit to embody the 
memory of the great departed. It was 
considered appropriate to Lord Shaftes- 
bury’s life work to have the continual 
benefit of a public drinking fountain at 
a crowded centre, and the motive of his 
self-sacrificing labours was indicated, it 
must be confessed, too remotely and 

enerally, by the figure of Love descending 

om heaven. But the potency of sym- 
bolism in the hands of a great artist has 
almost completely veiled the purport of 
the memorial. Mr. Alfred Gilbert’s tour 
de force hides rather than illuminates its 

object. There is in all memorials of a 
wide appeal a proper place for some 
literal representation besides the sym- 
bolism of a suitable poetic idea; their 
combination is the problem of the artist, 
their separation, or the undue emphasis 
of a theory, may result’ in the public to 
whom the whole is addressed recognising 
the merit of the artist and forgetting his 
motive and primary object. There is a 
mundane immortality in a concrete work 
of art that appertains rather to the artist’s 
genius than to the ephemeral, though 
eternal, deeds that it commemorates. 
The fear must be expressed that. the 
Piccadilly fountain celebrates Mr. Gilbert 
rather than Lord Shaftesbury; our 
ae to the artist and our delight in 

is handiwork and our sense of the value 
that it has added, as treasure, to London 
are so real and forcible, that the discon- 
nection of part of the slender tie connect- 
ing this fountain with Lord Shaftesbury 
has become a matter that requires 
recollection and deliberation before we 
have forgotten its origin and purport. 

_ Before considering any alternative site 
it may be wise to imagine what Piccadilly- 
circus will look like without its fountain. 
The elevated rigid octagon basin, reared 
Upon a picturesque and rugged stem, and 
crowned with that extraordinarily grace- 
ful figure, provide a group of sufficient 
magnitude to fill the eye and withdraw 
it from the heterogeneous and distracted 
architectural background. The original 
lines of the group and mass create a 
centre in an irregular space where the 
planning and lines of the buildings refuse 
to offer any interest. The loss to one of 


the busiest centres of western London 
that the removal of the fountain will 
cause, should be fully reckoned with, and 
its successor—for something in its place 
will certainly be demanded—cannot easily 
be predicted. The suggestion of a statue 
with a grouped pedestal somewhat on 
the scale of the Gladstone memorial may 
be offered as one solution ; and the same 
sculptor would do justice to Lord Shaftes- 
bury’s person and sympathies. 

The question must also be asked, as 
the answer cannot be taken for granted, 
if the fountain itself will gain sufficiently 
in artistic value to justify the expense 
and trouble of its removal from Picca- 
dilly. The scale is now appropriate to 
the distances from which the group can 
be viewed, and it is manifest that careful 
consideration was given to the position 
in relation to the subject. It may be 
doubted, seriously whether the balance of 
the parts will not be upset and lose their 
relative meaningif placed without a back- 
ground, that is relatively close or against 
a clear horizon; the great elevated basin 
may become clumsy, and the delicacy of 
the crowning figure shrink into insignifi- 
cance. Further, the problems of design 
that the artist sets out to solve, where 
his work will be seen in conjunction. with 
a miscellaneous pases Rann background, 
being varied, will entail a loss of meaning 
and inter-relation without such a con- 
trasting mise-en-scene. The abounding 
pore of the detail of this 
ountain will prove to be inharmonious 


with the genius loci of a Grecian archi- 
tectural background, or in a foreground 
that partakes of the character of the 


desert. In the evolution of an important 
design, the surroundings of which are as 
fixed and difficult as those of Piccadilly- 
circus, a multitude of controversies are 
discussed and threshed out in the artist’s 
hands. They will revive, and with grim 
humour reproach the want of judgment 
that too hastily assumed it to be an easy 
matter to move a beautiful monument to 
more beautiful surroundings. Fruitless 
repentance awaits such expensive happy 
thoughts. 

But it is manifest that the fountain 
in its present condition is not as Mr. 
Gilbert designed it to be. The over- 
flowing sheet of water from the edges 
of the elevated basin is absent; this 
was intended to form a transparent veil 
to the low-relief ornament of the panels 
and explains the subtleties of its rounded 
angles, and the sheet would have broken 
into dripping streams and tongues be- 
tween the spectator and those mar- 
vellous children of the rocks and dolphins 
beneath. All this modelled aquatic 
fancy is now dusty and dry, to the 
immense detriment of the design and 
subversion of its idea. Despite the elabo- 
rate and costly arrangement for the water 
supply, it was found impracticable, 
owing to the draughty situation, to play 
the waters without drenching the public ; 
and a grim necessity, that might have 
been foreseen, has destroyed the dream. 

The possibility of restoring the fountain 
to this part of its purpose and of re- 
moving its reproach, for it now seems like 
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a clock out of order, becomes the main, 
if not the only, justification for its removal 
and resetting somewhere, so_ that its 
waters can flow abundantly. The com- 
bination of the public service of thirst- 
quenching with the courtesy of absten- 
tion from an involuntary shower-bath, 
will prove an abiding difficulty upon any 
open-air site. If, as a monument, it can 
be detached from Lord Shaftesbury’s 
memory, the former may be forgotten, 
for the original cups, delicious in fancy 
and workmanship, were detached before 
the fountain had been inaugurated but 
a few days. A situation in a garden 
square or park, where trees can provide 
such a background of scale as the ro- 
portions demand, may solve the problem, 
and in a place where the water-play will 
be as welcome as in the Garden of the 
Luxembourg’ at Paris. 

The suggestion made by a picturesque 
pen in the Builder of February 28 of a 
site for the Piccadilly fountain in Trafal- 
gar-square, has provoked these con- 
siderations, and induces many others 
connected, with the misfortunes of 
London’s most important place; but 
this subject is too large to be treated 
on such small grounds. From the days of 
Sir Charles Barry, who designed the 
square in 1840, with the object of 
adding dignity to the National Gallery 
facade, the presence of Railton’s un- 
wieldy column has destroyed the scale 
of everything connected with the locality. 
This minotaur would most certainly have 
another victim in Mr. Gilbert’s Eros and 
his pied en terre. The surroundings are 
chy foreign to its spirit of Renaissance 
freedom, for the dignified stateliness of 
the great walls, in their way masterly 
in plan and suitable in detail to the 
genius loci, will offer a cold welcome to 
the little stranger. The imagined planting 
of the pavement is somewhat delusive 
and forgetful of the tramping crowds for 
whom the square affords the only central 
forum to Londoners, who would most 
certainly resent the perpetual baptism 
of artistic waters. Both on artistic 
and practical grounds, as well as upon 
those of the original purpose connecting 
it with the memory fla Shaftesbury 
the site, amidst the military heroes an 
Landseer’s lions, is to be respectfully 
deprecated. 


te eo 


THE TRANSPORTATION BILL. 


THERE are gaps in Sir Eric Geddes’ state- 
ment on the Second Reading of the Ways 
and Communications Bill, Taking only the 
question of the railways, he informed the 
House that before the war the return on capita! 
expenditure was 4.3 per cent., but to-day it 
isalossof 3to4 percent. This 3 or 4 per cent. 
he puts at £100,000,000 per annum, therefore 
the profit of 4.3 exceeded that sum per annum. 
Mr. J. H. Thomas puts the increase in wages 
since 1914 at £57,000,000. The railways have 
been under Government control, and for some 
considerable time passenger fares have been 
increased by 50 per cent., an increase that the 
Board of Trade would never have allowed 
the railway companies to make in any circum- 
stances. 

A Correspondent writes :— 

How has a revenue on expenditure of some 
£100.000,000 or more been converted into a loss 
of £90,000,000 or more, whilst railway fares 
have been increased by 50 per cent. Is this 
the statement in the brief for State ownership 
and management ? A stronger case for State. 
management will be required than any at 
present produced, 
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LEGAL SECTION. 


NOTES ON CURRENT CASES 
The Avoidance of Contracts. 


A RECENT decision in the House of Lords on 
the terms of a contract (New Zealand Shipping 
Company, Limited v. Soci(té des Ateliers et 
Chantiers de France, 1919, A.C.1), although the 
subject matter of the contract was the con- 
struction of a ship, is of interest as the points 
decided might equally well arise in a building 
contract. 

The respondents were shipbuilders, and on 
March 6, 1913, the appellants had entered into 
a contract with them for the construction of a 
ship, the price being £98,450, payable in 
instalments. 

The contract provided that the vessel should 
be completed for trial on October, 30, 1914 
(but January, 30, 1915, was subsequently 
substituted for this date, and we shall substitute 
this date in quoting the clauses of the contract), 
subject to the following material provisions. 

Clause 5 provided that the said steamer 
should be delivered as above, unless the con- 
struction thereof should be delayed by fire, 
strikes or lock-outs of workmen, or any other 
unpreventable cause beyond the control of the 
builders, in which case a fair proportionate 
extension of time should be allowed. 

Clause 7 provided that if the said vessel were 
not completed and ready for trial on or before 
January 30, 1915, the builders should pay as 
liquidated damages the sum of £10 per working 
day during which the delivery should be delayed, 
unless such delay was due to any of the causes 
specified in Clause 5, 

Clause 12 was as follows: “In case the 
builders become bankrupt or insolvent, or shall 
fail or be unable to deliver the steamer within 
eight months from the date agreed by this 
contract, thereupon this contract shall become 
void, and all the money paid by the purchasers 
shall be repaid to them with interest at five 
per cent... . except only in the event of 
France becoming engaged in an European war, 
then the above limit of eight months shall be 
extended equal to the duration of the said war, 
but in no case to exceed eighteen months in 
all.” 

Any dispute was to be referred to arbitration 
in London. 

The vessel was in course of construction when 
the war broke out, and the builders had been 
prevented by this “unpreventable cause ” 
beyond their control under Clause 5 from 
completing the steamer ready for trial in the 
period named in the contract, and the dispute 
between the parties was (1) as to when the 
eighteen months mentioned in Clause 12 
expired, and (2) whether in the event of the 
said period being held to expire before the 
builder could give delivery the builders were 
entitled to treat the contract as null and void, 
although the purchasers did not claim to annul 
the contract, but required, the builders to 
complete 

The builders contended that the eighteen 
months expired on June 30, 1916, viz. 
eighteen months after the date fixed for, 
delivery, and that upon the expiration of the 
eighteen months the contract became void 
except for the repayment to the purchasers of 
the money paid by them. 

The purchasers contended that under Clause 5 
as there was a provision for an extension of 
time the period of eighteen months named _ in 
Clause 12 did not run from a fixed date, and 
even if January 30 was the date from 
which the period was to run the contract was 
not void but only voidable at the option of the 
purchasers. The arbitration resulted in the 
contention of the builders being accepted, and 
in the High Court and in the Court of Appeal 
this was upheld, and it has now been confirmed 
by the House of Lords. On the first point as 


to the date from which the eighteen months 
was to run it is unnecessary to dwell. The 


House of Lords held it ran from the date fixed 
for delivery, i.c., January 30, 1915, and the 
French version of the contract makes this 
plain, for whereas the English version was “‘ the 
date agreed by this contract,” the French 
version was more precise, viz., “la date de 
livraison fixé par ce contrat” 

The second point is more interesting. The 
House of Lords held that as the delay had been 
brought about by a cause over which neither 
party had any control the contract was void 
and not only voidable. 

It may be interesting to see how the House 
of Lords treated the point, as they laid down 
the principles with reference to ordinary 
building contracts. 

Thus Lord Shaw of Dumfermline puts the 
case thus: ' When a contract describes an even 
or events which may happen and declares that on 
hte occurrence of any of these the cc ntract shall 
be void, the results may be taula‘'ed thus: 
such a contract may be dgclared void at 
the instance of that party who has not by his 
own wrong or default brought about the event. 
“Therefore such a contract is voidable (a) some- 
times by one party—for instance a builder who 
has not been able to proceed on account of the 
default of the building owner, say by failure to 
pay the stipulated instalments of price, and (bd) 
sometimes by the other party—for instance the 
building owner where the bankruptcy of the 
builder has prevented completion or delivery. 
And such contracts are voidable by both or 
either when the impossibility to complete or 
deliver was something for which neither was 
responsible.” 

Lord Wrenbury expressed the ‘view that 
whether the contract were read as “ void” or 
** voidable,” in the circumstances of this case, 
the result would be the same.. He laid down 
the principle as follows: “ The rule is that in 
a contract ‘ void” is to be read ‘voidabl>’ if 
the result of reading it as ‘ void’ would be to 
enable a party to avail himself of his own 
wrong to defeat his contra t. It may be stated 
either in the form that if one party is in default 
it is‘ void as against him,’ or that if one party 
is in default it is‘ voidable at the option of the 
other party.’ ” 

The contingency which had happened not 
being within the control of either party his 
Lordship found it “ void” as against each or 
voidable at the option of either party. 


The Increase of Rent, &c., Act. 


We may shortly note the recent case Bridges 
v. Chambers (Weekly Notes, January 25), 
decided under the Increase of Rent and s.ortgage 
Interest (War Restrictions) Act 1915. 

In this case the plaintiff had let the defendant 
a cottage, the rent of which on 4th August, 1914, 
the date when war was declared, was 6s. a week. 
On July 24, 1915, the plaintiff had raised the 
rent to 6s. 3d. on the ground of an increase in 
the rates. The defendant had paid the_in- 
creased rent without question until December, 
1917, when he reclaimed the excess as from 
November 23, 1915, the date when the Act 
came into force. The plaintiff refused to re- 
imburse#heexcess payments, and the defendant 
therefore paid no rent for five weeks, in order 
to adjust the amount he alleged he had over- 
paid. The plaintiff then brought this action to 
recover five weeks’ rent. 

The County Court judge had decided that as 
the increase of rent had been made before the 
Act came into force it was not necessary for the 
landlord to give notice of the increase, and he 
gave judgment for the plaintiff. 

The Divisional Court reversed this judgment, 
and readers of our Notes on this Act. wiil have 
no difficulty in appreciating the reasons that 
caused the Court to set aside this judgment. So 
long ago as December 15, 1916, we pointed 
out in our Legal Section that the Act applied 
where the rent was raised since the commence- 


ment of the war but before the Act came into 
force, and this view of the Act was authori. 
tatively confirmed in the case Wortley v. Mann 
(See ~e Builder, January 19, 1917). 

Then in the same case it was decided that to 
enable any increase allowed by the Act to be 
recovered the provisions of the Act as to notice 
must be complied with, and this was followed 
in the case under consideration, as the Court 
laid it down that although the increase in rent 
was lawful at the time it was made it ceased to 
be recoverable when the Act came into force, 
unless it came within the provisions of the Act 
and the landlord gave the requisite notice, 

One other point requires to be noted in con- 
nection with this case. Under the Act there 
was no provision which enabled the tenant to 
recover rent which had been paid, although the 
payment was in respect of an increase made irre- 
coverible under the Act, seeSharp Brothers and 
Knight v. Chant (the Builder, March 9, 1917), 
This defect in the law was remedied by Section 5 
of the Courts Emergency Powers Act, 1917, 
which enabled such sums to be recovered, and 
was the Act relied upon by the defendant in this 
case. These provisions of the Courts (Emer. 
genry Powers) Act will be found fully explained 
in the Builder, August 17, 1917. 

In a recent note we have dealt with two cases 
King v. York and Stovin v. Fairbrass, in the 
former of which it was held that the “standard 
rent ” attaches to the house and applies to new 
tenants, whilst the latter case showed that the 
amending Act prevents a landlord from selling 
the house in such circumstances as to avoid the 
restrictive provisions of the principal Act. 
Since Stovin’s case was decided another decision 
has been given somewhat on a similar point. 
Harcourt v. Lowe (The Times, February 12). 
In this case the plaintiff was applying for an 
order giving him possession of a cottage in the 
occupation of a tenant, the defendant, at a 
weekly rent. The application was made under 
section 1, sub section 3 of the Increase ot Rent 
Act, on the ground that the landlord required 
the cottage for a person in the employ of his 
tenant. At the time notiie to quit was given 
to the tenant of the cottage the plaintiff, a land- 
owner, had two tenants of part of his land, one 
of whom desired the cottage for ploughmen, as 
he had to plough up additional land, whilst the 
other tenant required it for women workers on 
theland. Before the writ was issued the cottage 
was no longer needed for ploughmen by the one 
tenant, as he no longer required to break up 
extra land, and the other tenant had become the 
owner of the land, but still required the cottage 
for women workers, 

The learned judge. held that although the 
circumstances had changed the order could be 
made on some other ground if the Court were 
satisfied that the plaintiff could show he was 
acting reasonably on reasonable grounds, and 
the order was made, although from the report 
it is not quite clear whether it was not to be 
enforced until the expiration of the Act. This 
de ision is very difficult to recon: ile with that 
in Stovin v. Fairbrass, for it will be seen there 
is some resemblance in the facts, and in the 
latter case it was held the purchaser of the 
actual cottage could not claim possession 
because the amending Act had said he was not 
to be in the p’sition of a landlord, whilst the 
vendor could not claim it because he was not 
requiring it for his own occupation or for that 
of an employee of his own, or of a tenant of his. 

The distinction between the two cases is that 
in Harcourt’s case the cottage remained in the 
plaintiff's ownership, and had not been sold. 
The ground of the plaintiff's application, how- 
ever, was that the cottage was required, not as 
specified in section 1, sub-section 3, for the 
owner’s occupation or for an employee © 
himself or his tenant, but for the employees of 
another landowner, and it therefore 
doubtful whether the decision does not confl 
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with that of the Divisional Court in Stovin’s 
case, 
Diminished Lighting and Street Dangers. 

The case of Baldock v. Westminster City 
Council, to which we referred in our Legal 
Section, December 27, has been carried to the 
Court of Appeal (Weekly Nptes, January 18). 

The action was brought for damages for 
injuries to a taxi-cab which had collided with 
a street refuge whch was unlighted, and there 
was evidence that the shelter had been lighted 
but that owing to the restrictions on lighting the 
pressure was feeble and the lights were apt to 
become extinguished. 

In our former article we showed that there was 
some doubt as to what was the legal liability on 
persons who, under statutory authority, place 
obstructions in the streets, to keep them lighted, 
as the Divisional Court had not decided this 
point but had entered judgment for the plaintitf 
on the ground that the defendants as the lighting 
au thority had adopted the view that the shelter 
should be lighted and there was evidence to 
entitle a jury to find that they had been negligent 
in performing this duty. 

The Court of Appeal confirmed this judgment, 
but in doing so it appears, so far as can be 
gathered from the short report, it has decided 
the point upon which the Divisional Court 
expressed no opinion. The Divisional Court 
especially declined to decide whether the 
defendants having under statutory authority 
placed an obstruction in the street were under 
a general obligation to light it, but the Court of 
Appeal appears to have held that under the 
Metropolis Management Act, 1855 the defendants 
were under a duty to light the streets and also 
empowered to erect shelters in the streets, and 
this enactment imposed a duty upon them to 
provide sufficient light to indicate the position 
of the shelters. 

Then, as was pointed out in our former 
article, there is the question whether the lighting 
restrictions under the Defence of the Realm 
might not have excused the authority. This 
point appears not to have been raised in the 
Courts below, but the Court of Appeal dealt with 
it. The Court intimated that these restrictions 
might have enabled the authority to extinguish 
all lights without incurring liability, but by 
continuing to light the refuges they imposed 

a liability upon themselves not to set traps for 
the public. By continuing to light the refuges 
they represented that where there was not a 
light there was no refuge, and as it was known 
to them, or might have been known to them 
that some of the lamps were untrustworthy the 
jury might take the view that they had been 
negligent in not taking proper precautions. 


—_- 


LAW REPORTS. 


Case Under the London Building Act. 


Berore Mr. P. 


Symmons, at Clerkenwell 
Police Court, 


recently, Messrs. E. B. 
Holmes & Co., Ltd., of 155, Mare-street, 
Hakney, were summoned by Mr. W. G. 
Perkins, District Surveyor for Holborn, for 
doing work at Nos. 12, 14 and 16, Laystall- 
Street, Clerkenwell-road, without serving a 
building notice pursuant to Section 145 of 
the London Building Act, 1894. 
_ The main flat roof of the building referred to 
18 about 4,000 square feet in area, and con- 
Stru ted of steel joists and concrete, and was 
externally covered with asphalte. This asphalte 
had become defe tive, and the roof, in con- 
Sequence, leaked in numerous places. 
_ The defendants, it was stated, were engaged 
in and had now completed covering the roof 
with a material known as * Permanite,” con- 
‘isting of two layers of felt and three layers of 
bitumen, finished with a light sprinkling of grit 
—the total thickness being about one-fourth of 
anin-h. No part of the roof was disturbed, the 
Permanite ” being laid upon the old asphalte. 
It was contended by Mr. W. T. Cowper, 
for the District Surveyor, that this was an 
alteration for which a building notice should be 
served, inasmuch as the roof was now wholly 
covered with a new and different material ; 











that the “ Permanite”’ was a substitution of 
one material for another, as the external 
covering of the roof, and therefore subject to 
Section 61 (1) of the Act. In answer to the 
learned magistrate, the District Surveyor said 
he regarded the meaning of the word repair 
as being the renewal of 9 defective portion 
with new material of the same kind, but 
ccnsidered that the entire covering of the roof 
with different material was an alteration. 

Mr. E. B. Holmes and Mr. George Billings, 
F.S.I., were called for the defence, and ex- 
pressed the opinion that the work was only that 
of ‘‘necessary” repair, and therefore exempt 
from the supervision of the District Surveyor ; 
but both gentlemen, in cross-examination, 
admitted that it was not “ necessary” to use 
“* Permanite.” 

For the defendant company, Mr. Naldrett, 
instructed by Messrs. Breeze & Wyles, said 
that this case could be distinguished from that of 
Goddard v. Greig. There the old roof covering 
had been removed before laying the new; 
whereas, in the present case, nothing had been 
removed, therefore there had been no alteration ; 
and he also invited the attention of the Court 
to the judgment in Venner v. McDonell. 

The learned Magistrate said that in his 
opinion what had been done was an alteration 
and fined the deiendants 5s. with £2 2s. cost 


Builders Trespass. 

A decision of considerable importance to 
builders, having reference to their rights to 
enter adjoining property when executing repairs, 
was given by his Hon. Judge Cluer, in the 
Shoreditch County Court, recently. The 
plaintiff was Joseph Levene, of 89, Plumstead- 
road, Woolwich, and he sued Messrs. E. F. 
Scowen * Co., of 143, Commercial-street, 
Bishopsgate, builders, to recover £25 5s., as 
damages for having entered his premises at 
3, Tenter-street, E.C., and erected scaffolding, 
and put building material about, at a time 
when they were executing repairs to premises 
next door. 

Mr. Walter Stewart, barrister, appeared for 
the plaintiff, and Mr. A. E. Robinson, for the 
defence. The plaintiff said he was never asked 
for any permission by the defendants to go on 
to his premises, but so soon as he heard some- 
thing was occurring he went to see. He then 
found that they had erected scaffolding on his 
premises, knocking his walls about by so doing, 
and had also endangered the roof as well. He 
tried to climb up a ladder to go on the roof and 
speak to the men who were at work, but they 
jeered at him and prevented him doing so. 

Mr. Wm. Arthur Lewis, A.R.I.B.A., of 11-12, 
Finsbury-square, E.C., said that acting on 
instructions he inspected the premises on the 
27th August, and found that the builders had 
erected a scaffold on the top of the scullery roof. 
There were putlog holes in the bricks, which at 
all times did no building any good. It would 
naturally jar the premises in the erection and 
was liable to break the key of the ceiling. It 
was not necessarily so that this should happen 
immediately after, as it might take a long time. 
He had gone right through the whole of the 
damaye done and came to the conclusion that 
the amount of the claim was reasonable. 

Mr. Robinson: Is this the way builders 
usually do the work ? 

Witness: I should say it was. 

For the defence, Edward Smith, in the employ 
of the defendants, said he carried out the work. 
He found the mortar was rotten. There was 
no knocking about to speak of; anyway, no 
more than was usual cn such a job, He took 
away the scaffolding afterwards and did not 
notice any damage. No materiah was left 
behind which needed clearing away. 

Mr. Ceo. Patterson, architect and surveyor, 
said he inspected the premises and certainly did 
find some cracks, but they might have been 
there some time. He should have put the 
damage down at about 10s. He had never 
heard of a putlog hole pulling down a ceiling 
before, and doubted if such would ever happen. 

Mr. Stewart, in addressing his Honour, said 
he asked for damages owing to the violation of 
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their rights. When they knew what was 
happening they wrote to the defendants to 
withdraw, but what was the tone they took 
up? They replied as if the plaintiff should be 
extremely obliged to them for being there. 
They referred to the fact that there had been 
a raid there—it was many months before, in 
the May—and they were acting under a Danger- 
ous Structure notice. They suggested that 
if they had not acted as they did, and at once, 
the wall might have fallen and killed someone. 
He would like to point out that even if that were 
true, which he denied, they had taken a long 
time to think about it: Plaintiff said he was 
laughed at by the men when he went there to 
try and get some satisfaction, and, although 
the defendant might not have been there in 
person on the occasion, he was responsible for 
their actions 

Judge Cluer said that the measure of damages 
in such a case was not the actual damage done, 
but the offensiveness of the matter. The 
builders could easily have found out who was 
the owner of the premises and got permission 
to do the work, instead of which they started 
off to do just what they liked without asking 
the leave of anyone. There could not have 
been the hurry to carry out the work as had 
been suggested,as it was being done on the very 
belated L.C.C. notice in connection with damage 
done in May. It was the business of the defend- 
ants to remove the scaffold when requested to 
do so, and they were bound to pay damages 
as they had not done so. His verdict would he 
for £2 for the actual damage done, and £10 10s. 
for the trespass. 








OFFICIAL REFERER’S Court 
(Before Mr. Murr MACKENZIE ) 
Adams and Wife ». Ramshaw. 


This was an action brought by the owners 
of two houses in Villiers-street, Willesden 
Green, to recover from the lessee £194 8s, 6d. 
for breach of a repairing covenant in the lease. 

From the statement of counsel representing 
the plaintifis, it appeared that in 1887 the 
plaintifis so altered the houses that they 
could be used as a dwelling house and a laundry, 
and they were so used until 1911, when they 
were demised to a Mrs. Harriet Jackson, at 
which time they were in excellent repair. The 
lease was for twenty-one years, at an annual 
rental of £90. ‘I'he lease covenanted that the 
premises should be kept in repair and that no 
trade other than that of a laundry should be 
carried on. There was a right reserved to 
determine the lease at the end of seven or 
fourteen years, and that right had been exer- 
cised. Mrs. Jackson only remained in possession 
for a comparatively short period, when, with the 
consent of the plaintiffs, the lease was trans- 
ferred to the defendant, who remained in 
possession ® until May 24, 1918, when the 
lease was brought to an end. As a matter of 
fact, he only really occupied the premises 
until some date in 1916, having been in 
occupation for a little over four years. The 
evidence would show that in those four years 
the defendant treated the premises with scant 
courtesy. Tanks were taken away; when he 
wanted to break holes in the walls he did it. 
He broke up concrete paving, and in getting 
his machinery out he damaged the walls. 
Mr Pen old went over the premises and made a 
schedule of the dilapidations, as did another 
surveyor, as it was thought probable that Mr. 
Penfold would have to join H.M. forces, and that 
gentleman’s schedule, with some small differ- 
ences, practically agreed with, the schedule 
prepared by Mr. Pentold. 

Mrs. Sarah Adams, who had had charge of all 
business matters, owing to the ill-health of her 
husband, gave evidence bearing out counsel’s 
statements. She said that when the lease was 
transferred from Mr. Jackson to defendant the 
premises were in a good condition of repair. 
She characterized their condition when she made 
an ins ection as being in “* too bad a state to 
be described.” 

The Official Referee found for the plaintiff, 
assessing the damage at £138 0s. 7d. with costs, 
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THE DESIGN 


Tux following letter expressing the views of 
City architects of Norwich has been sent to us. 
We refer to it in our NorEs pages. 

Sir—In reference to the debate on housing 
at the meeting of the Norwich City Council, we, 
practising architects of Norwich, think it 
desirable to make certain facts clear. Three 
main points were under consideration :— 


(a) Is it the business of an architect or of 
an engineer to lay out an area ? 

(6) The cost of employing an architect. 

(c) Should the designing and ee yy | of the 
houses be placed in the hands of prac- 
tising architects, or shou!d this work be 
done by members of the Engineer’s staff ? 


Norwich is on the threshold of launching a 
very big scheme. 150 acres of land have 
already been purchased, and the purchase of 
other land is foreshadowed. This means the 
erection no only of 500 houses, but possib y of 
3,000 or more. How immensely important it 
is that these should be so arranged that each 
house should have pleasant surroundings, good 
aspect,and as pleasing a view from the windows 
as possible. 

The pre-war method of procedure seemed to 
centre in the making of costly roads, and pro- 
ducing as many plots to the acre as possible. 
The man who bought the plot was quite help- 
less. His front looked out on a 36 ft. road, his 
back looked out on the back of another house, 
and he had no outlook, left or right. It was a 
surveyor’s job to lay out the roads and plots, 
and the householder had to abide by it. 

Now under the Government scheme no more 
than 12 houses to the acre are to be allowed, 
and where reasonably cheap land is available 6 
or 8 houses to the acre may obtain if provision 
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is made for ample allotments, public play- 
grounds, gardens, etc. 

Now the procedure should be, in any given 
area, to fix on the position of any main com- 
munication roads passing to other areas; after 
this the grouping of the houses on the site is 
the first consideration, and not the roads. The 
roads will not be costly as of old, but more park- 
like, not intended for through traffic, but merely 
to give access to groups of houses. 

The houses will not be built in interminable 
long rows, but in twos, fours, and sixes at the 
most. Full advantage must be taken of the 
contour of the land, southern slopes, views, 
aspect, etc. Infinite variety in lay-out can be 
obtained without any increased cost. 

So far as the amenities of the houses are 
concerned, the lay-out is as important as the 
design ; in fact, they cannot well be dissociated. 

Surely, looking at the question from the 
modern point of view, an architect is by his 
training the right man to lay out an area on 
these lines. We do not suppose any architect 

is very anxious to supérvise the actual making 
of the roads and provision of the sewers. This 
is engineers’ work. 

As to the cost of employing an architect for 
a lay-out scheme, the fees have been fixed by 
the Royal Institute of British Architects, 
and we suppose that these will be considered 
aS the standard. They are two guineas per 
acre for the first 25 acres, and one guinea per 
acre for the next 275 acres. For these fees the 
best brains in the country can be obtained. 
They are not very «xcessi‘e fees considering 
the effect a good lay-out will have on the lives 
of so many people. 

The third point touched upon at the “ouncil 
was as to who is to design and supervise the 
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erection of the houses. Are local architects to 
be given the opportunity to do this, or is the 
work to be done in the Engineer’s office? We 
venture to think that greater variety in design 
and more supervision and care would be given 
by practising architects. It is very doubtf,)] if 
any saving in architects’ costs would be effete 
if the salaries of the City Engineer and his 
assistants are failly set against a practi ing 
architect’s commission. Further, we under. 
stand these salaries will have to come out of the 
rates, whereas the commission of an architect 
can come out of the Government grant. a 
For the past four years the Government have 

prohibited private bui'ding, and architects all 
over the country have either been in the Army 
or have had to live on their capital. It is a little 
hard now that housing is likely to be given 
preference in obtaining building materials, that 
architects should be put on one side and the 
work done by salaried officials, many of whom 
have drawn not only salaries but bonu es, 
This fact should, we think, be mentioned, but 
our main contention is that an architect by his 
training and experience is better than an 
engineer. We readily admit tha an engineer 
and surveyor should do such things as the 
making of roads, sewers, &c..and provide survey 
plans and contour maps, and co!laboration with 
the City Engineer on many points is essential, 

Epw. BoarpMaNn & Son. 
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The L.G.B. and R.I.B.A. Cottage Competition: Class C design. 
By Mr. Ern st G. Atvey, F.N.1.B.A. 
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HOUSING AND TOWN PLANNING NOTES. 





GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE TO PUBLIC 
UTILITY SOCIETIES. 


4 MEMORANDUM has been, issued which give® 
in det ail the terms of financial assistance offered 
by the Government to Public Utility Societies 
for housing purposes. The Housing Bill which 
has just been introduced contains provisions for 
the necessary Parliamentary authority for the 
payment of assistance. 


Societies which may receive Assistance. 

Any bona fide Public Utility Society whos® 
objects include the provision of houses for th® 
working classes and which complies with the 
conditions laid down, may receive the Govern- 
ment assistance in respect of approved housing 
schemes. A Public Utility Society for housing 
may be formed by any seven or more persons, 
It must be registered under the Industrial and 
Provident Societies Act, 1893, and the holding 
of any one member in shares must not exceed 
£200 (but this limit does not apply to Loan 
Stock). At present the rate ot interest or 
dividend payable by a society must not exceed 
5 per cent.; in view of the increase in the 

neral rate of interest it is proposed in the 
aiine Bill to raise the limit to 6 per cent. 
The present offer of Government assistance 
may be expected to appeal to all classes in- 
terested in the solution of the housing problem. 
As the history of existing Public Utility Societies 
shows, there are many pecple who are willing 
to lend money to such societies because of their 
desire to see housing conditions improved. It 
is hoped that organised bodies of workpeople 
will recognise the advantages of the terms now 
offered, and will join in the promotion of Public 
Utility Societies on which their members will be 
duly represented. 

The Government’s offer may be expected also 
to appeal to employers of labour in town and 
country, who have a direct interest in seeing 
that persons employed by them are well housed 
near their work. The Local Government Board 
and their Housing Commissioners will be pre- 
pared to give any necessary advice in regard 
to the formation ofa Public Utility Society. 


Assistance in Loans and Subsidies. 
The assistance which is offered falls under 
two heads—Loans and Subsidies. 
Many societies may be able to raise a large 
part of their capital from private sources as 
cheaply or perhaps more cheaply than they can, 
borrow from the State. Where this is not so 
State loans (repayable in 50 years) will be 
advanced up to a maximum of three-quarters 
of the total cost of the Society’s housing scheme, 
Whether the money is borrowed from the State 
or raised privately a subsidy will be granted of 
al amount equal to 40 per cent. of the charges 
for interest and repayment of principal of three- 
quarters of the tctal capital. 

To show how the subsidy will work out in 
practice the following instance may be given. 
Suppose the capital cost of an approved scheme 
1s £40,000, and that the society has borrowed 
the maximum (that is, three-fourths of the 
capital £30,000) from the Government. Taking 
the rate of interest at 54 per cent. and allowing 


for the repayment of capital, the annual pay- 
ment for loan charges to be made by the society 
will be approximately £1,770 per annum, The 


Government subsidy will then be 40 per cent, 
of this—that is, £708 a year—leaving the 
Falance and the charges on the privately sub- 
Scribed capital to be met out of the rents. It 
will be observed that the amount of the subsidy 
is in effect practically a grant of one-third of 
the cost of the housing scheme. 

in addition to the foregoing forms of assist- 
anve, it 18 proposed in the Housing Bill to give 
Local Authorities power to grant financial 
Support to Pubic Utility Societies. 
Conditions to Safeguard the Interests of Tenants, 

Regulations will be made —— in the 


on the conditions recommended by the Hob- 
10use Committee ; these conditions are set out 


in the Memorandum. One of the chief objects 
of these conditions is to ensure that the interests 
of the tenants and of the general community 
are adequately safeguarded, and compliance 
with the Regulations will be a condition of the 
grant of assistance. " 


Time Limit. 


The need for houses is urgent. To justify the 
liberal terms of assistance which are offered, the 
houses must be provided with despatch. The 
Government terms are, therefore, limited to 
housing schemes which are carried out within 
two years, or within such further period as in 
special circumstances may be approved. As 
already announced, the Government have taken 
measures to secure supplies of building materials 
and standardised fittings. Public Utility 
Societies as well as the Local Authorities will 
have the benefit of these measures. 

As already stated, the Housing Commissioners 
will be ready to assist Public Utility Societies, 
not only in their formation, but also in the 
preparation and development of housing 
schemes. —_—— 

Housing Experts. 

In addition to the appointment of Sir James 
Carmichael, K.B.E.,°as Director-General of 
Housing, the following appointments have now 
been made :— 

Deputy Director-General: Mr. J. Walker 
Smith, M.Inst.C.E., F.S.1. 

Assistant Secretary: Mr. E. R. Forber, 
C.B.E., of the Local Government Board. 

Chief Architects: Mr. Raymond Unwin, 
F.R.1.B.A., and Mr. S. B. Russell, F.R.1.B.A. 

Chief Surveyor: Mr. T. A. Chidgey, M.B.E. 


«Housing and Town Planning in Birmingham. 


The Housing and Town Planning Committee 
of the Birmingham City Council have decided to 
submit a map of the south-west area scheduled 
for town-planning purposes to the Birmingham 
Civic Society, and ask for their observations on 
the scheme. Some concessions having been 
made to the architects in respect of the housing 
scheme prepared for Oak Tree-lane, Cotteridge, 
it has been agreed to send the lines of that 
competition to the Birmingham Architectural 
Association with the object of Securing their 
co-operation in forming a satisfactory com- 
petition. 

The plans of 81 houses which it is proposed to 
erect in Linden-road, Bournville, have been 
forwarded to the Local Government Board for 
their approval. 


Cottages for Workers. 

A number of big industrial concerns have 
recently drawn up ambitious housing schemes. 
The National Smelting Company, which has 
erected large zinc smelting and sulphuric acid 
works at Avonmouth, has elaborated a scheme 
for the construction of 2,000 cottages at King’s 
Weston, of which 150 have already been erected. 
Baldwins, which owns one of the largest iron and 
steel works in the country, proposes to erect 
1,000 cottages at Port Talbot, and 1,200 at 
Crymlyn Burrows, between Swansea and Briton 
Ferry, where new steel works are being put up. 
Dorman, Long & Co. have erected about 300 
cottages out of a total of 1,000. The Sentinel 
Waggon Company is putting up about 300 at 
Shrewsbury, and the Partington Steel Company 
is contemplating the erection of about 1,000 
near Manchester. A wool factory in Yorkshire 
also proposes to erect a large number of cottages, 
and six or seven other companies have tentative 
plans for putting up between them about 2,500 
cottages. 





Garden City Plans. 


These housing schemes are not drawn up on 
the old practice of erecting row after row of one- 
type cottages, opening straight on to the pave- 
ment, unrelieved by architectural effect or the 
amenities of open space and garden, often cheek- 
by-jowl with the factory wall and in the line of 
smoke and foul fumes. The science of town 
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planning and the principles of garden city 
development are being applied to these schemes. 
Some of the plans have been devised with as 
much of the skill as is now devoted to the 
erection and equipment of modern factories and 
works. The National Smelting Company’s 
scheme has been reported upon by housing 
experts as one of the best examples of house 
planning in the country. ; 

These cottages will not be owned by the com- 
panies. They will be owned by a utility 
society composed of representatives of the local 
trade unions and the people who occupy the 
cottages. The companies are asked to contri- 
bute one-quarter of the cost of construction, 
the rest of the money being borrowed. The 
object of inviting the companies to contribute 
one-quarter of the cost is to enable the cottages 
to bear an economic rent—.¢., a rent sufficient 
to cover the cost of repair and the interest on 
the remaining three-quarters of the cost. Esti- 
mates at first’ showed that the cost of erecting 
the cottages was about £700, but it was dis- 
covered that a large portion of this figure was 
accounted for by excessive charges for the 
interior fittings. Arrangements have been made 
for these fittings te be supplied at a reasonable 
figure, which will reduce the cost to about £550 
apiece for a six or seven-roomed cottage.— 
Times. 


The Institution of Municipal and County Engineers, 

A special meeting of this Institution will be 
held on Friday, April 4, at 11 a.m., in the 
lecture theatre of the Institution of Civil 
Engineers, Great George-street, Westminster, 
for the purpose of discussing the housing 
problem. The President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board (the Rt. Hon. C. Addison, M.D., 
M.P.) has promised to attend and deliver an 
address. This meeting will be followed at 
2 p.m. by a conference on the national housing 
scheme, at which the Director-General of 
Housing (Sir James Carmichael) will be present. 





OBITUARY. 


Mr. R. O’B. North. 


We regret to announce the death of Mr. 
Robert O’B. North, architect,who died suddenly 
on Friday, the 14th inst., after a sudden heart 
seizure, at Messrs, Crittall’s works at Braintree, 
at the age of 64. Mr. North was articled to 
Messrs. Goldie, Child & Goldie, and for years 
served as their chief assistant before practising 
for himself. He was responsible for the Rugby 
Town Hall in conjunction with Mr. W. Hawke, 
and carried out several private works, all of a 
scholarly character. Mr. North possessed many 
friends, who looked upon him as a keen student. 
He was an original member of the A.S.P, Book 
Club, and it is with the deepest regret of all who 
knew him and enjoyed the personal charm of 
his friendship that the sad news was received. 


Mr. W. H. Jacques, A.R.I.B.A. 

The death, on March 17, at ‘* Fernhead,’ 
Sutton, is announced of Mr. William Jacques, 
of 2, Fen-court, E.C., aged 65 years. Mr. 
Jacques was elected an Associate of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects in 1880, and 
served on the Science Standing Committee. 
As architect to the Walthamstow, West Ham, 
and Leyton School Boards, and afterwards to 
the Leyton U.D.C., and the West Ham Borough 
Education Committee, he made the designs ee 
many large Board and Council schools in the 
south-west of Essex. He was the architect 
also for the enlargement of Leyton Town Hall, 
the Forest-road High School for 300 girls (for 
the Leytonstone Education Committee), the 
children’s receiving homes at Wanstead, for 
the West Ham Union Guardians, the Public 
Library in Lea Bridge-road, Leyton, the “ Pro- 
vided Schools,” for 1,600 children in Canning 
Town (for West Ham Education Committee), 
and the Special Schools for Crippled and 
Defective Children in Grange-road, West Ham. 
Messrs. J. 'T. Newman, Jacques and Round were 
the architects in 1909-10 for the new buildings— 
after the Tudor style—of the Colchester Royal 
Grammar School. 
| 
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THE GLASGOW INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS. 





PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS. 


We take the following from an address which 
the President, Mr. J. Keppie, delivered at a 
recent meeting of the Glasgow Institute of 
Architects :— 

“ Perhaps the most important work which 
has been done by the Institute during the year 
which has just come to a close has been. the 
standardising of the various systems of measure- 
ment for Scotland. The systems in different 
parts of Scotland varied, and we in Glagsow had 
an excellent system, although after measure- 
ment sometimes led to the careless drawing up 
of schedules, as it was possible to correct 
omissions and mistakes when the exact quantity 
of work was taken at the job. ‘To the con- 
tractor it was a perfectly fine system, and if 
the schedule were carefully prepared, was satis- 
factory also to the employer. The change in 
the system was brought about by the dissatis- 
faction of some of the joiners, and as there 
seems to have been some delays in dealing with 
these grievances, an appeal was made to Sir 
Geo. Askwith and the new system has been 
devised for all the trades under his chairmanship. 
The points of difference were comparatively 
trifling, and I think it was a pity that a Govern- 
ment Department had to be appealed to to 
settle points which could have been quite well 
adjusted by the parties interested had a little 
forbearance and reason been displayed on both 
sides. I believe, however, in practice the new 
mode will work well; there has been, however, 
too little work during the past year for us to 
pronounce on its merits. It will be necessary 
for us to abide loyally by it and give it a fair 
chance. I have no doubt in practice many 
points will arise which will require adjustment, 
and I have no doubt these will be considered 
and adjusted from time to time as occasion 

demands. 

“There has been considerable thought given 
during the past year to the subject of the 
housing of the working, the labouring and the 
poorer classes. Many of us have taken part in 
the Local Government Board Competition, the 
judgment on’ which has only recently been 
given. The matter of the houses, whether of 
the cottage type or tenement, is a comparatively 
simple one, and I think i am right in saying that 
to a great extent this has been standardised. 
The matter of the lay-off of any site is, however, 
a much more complicated question, and it is in 
this direction that the training and skill of the 
architect should come into play. ‘The Institute 
has approached with varying success the 
promoters of such schemes, and in some inst ances 
these promoters have been induced to avail 
themselves of the services of architects in the 
development and carrying out of their schemes. 
i have done what I could to impress upon the 
architects the fact that to make a good case for 
ourselves the one point is that our services are 
of advantage to the promoters, and that they 
are likely to gain from association with us in 
this connection. While it is true that as rate- 
payers too we are entitled to some consideration, 
and those’ who have taken part in the war 
ougics to get a full consideration from the 
di.’ *icts in which they practice. The ultimate 
test must be the advantage which will accrue 
to the promoters from such a connection. I 
believe that this point of view is taking root, 
and I look forward with confidence to much 
work coming to us in this direction.” 

* Perhaps,” continued Mr. Keppie, ‘‘ it will 
not be out of place for me to bring before you 
some of the points which are agitating the 
community at the present time. I have only 
once been present in Parliament at a debate, 
and as good luck would have it it was the day 
on which Mr. Long was pressing Parliament for 
the passing of the Restrictions of Rents Act. 
Ifrecall well how, in his pleadings, he said that 
the only justification for the Act was the war 
conditions, and that as soon as these were out 
of the way that a return ought to be at once 
made to a more equitable Act which would 
deal fairly with those who had invested their 


capital in property. It seems strange that so 
few of the Parliamentary candidates seemed to 
take this point of view with their constituents. 
Is it possible that some of these were more 
concerned with peace than with probity 2? For 
fully ten years before the war it was strange 
that prices had been continually rising in spite 
of the small volume of work which was being 
done. Materials were rising in even a greater 
ratio than wages. There was also quite a 
crusade against the landlords, who were repre- 
sented as autocrats, filling their pockets at the 
expense of the tenants, while in reality they 
were, in many instances, getting quite a poor 
return on the capital invested, while they were 
supplying the needs of the community. To 
such an extent was this crusade pushed that 
sensitive and far-seeing men refused to accept 
this estimate of their actions, with the result 
that the scarcity of houses has been felt when 
the pinch came. Bonds were at one time 
looked upon as excellent security, but the 
Restriction of Rents Act dealt with this also 
and had such an effect on this that now such 
investments are looked upon askance. Why 
one type of investments should have been 
singled out for this treatment it is difficult to 
follow, but there is no doubt that it has had 
a most disadvantageous effect on this source of 
supplving houses for the working classes. 

** The only cther point to which I will refer 
is the loss of the ideal in connection with work. 
Work is probably the greatest boon which has 
been given to man, and a pleasure in work is an 
essential part of a happy life. The-idea seems 
to be prevalent that work is a necessary evil, 
instead of the greatest blessing which one can 
have. The right to all workers to have such 
remuneration as will allow of a proper life no 
one will deny, but the notion of pleasure being 
something divorced from work is a deadly 
poison which at all cost should be refuted. 
Till this primitive truth is recognised there is 
little hope of happiness to the great part of the 
workers in these islands.” 
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NOTTINGHAM AND DERBY 
ARCHITECTURAL SOCIETY. 


Architects at the War. 

EncLosep within a large panel, surmounted 
by their decorations, and surrounded by their 
regimental badges, the photographs of 38 
members of the Nottingham and Derby Archi- 
tectural Society who have been on active 
service during the war were unveiled recently 
at the Society’s rooms in St. James’s-street, 
Nottingham. Five of the number, Lieut. 
Kingsley Weston, Capt. Neville Pratt, Lieut. 
Wallace Smith, Lieut. Erie Brown, and 2nd 
Lieut. J. H. Wilson have made the supreme 
sacrifice. Many have been decorated, amongst 
these being Lieut. Claude Howitt, who gained 
the Italian Croce di Guerra, and Mr. T. C. 
Howitt, who, in addition to being made Lieut.- 
Colonel was awarded the D.S.O. and the Croix 
de Chevalier. No fewer than five others 
received the Military Cross, The printing 
of the title was artistically executed by Lieut. 
H. P. Gill, while the Nottingham and Derby 
coats of arms were beautifully done in colours 
by Mr. H. W. Bagnall. Mr. F. M. Royle, the 
hon. secretary of the Society, was the donor, 
and made an explanatory speech, after which 
Mrs. Gill, the wife of the president, Mr. Harry 
Gill, unveiled the memorial, the gift being 
accepted by Mr. Gill on behalf of the Society. 

We should think this might serve as 
an example to other societies, as the cost 
need not be great and the design would 
doubtless be given. The panel wonld, of 
course, be movable in case of change of 
premises, 

A series of lantern views of cathedral towns 
in France and Belgium, taken by Mr. A. E. 
Beilby, were afterwards shown, Mr. Gill supply- 
ing the verbal descriptions. 
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CONVERTING HOUSES INTO 
FLATS. 


THE case Day and Others v Waldron (7he 
Times, March 11) raises some important points 
at a time when the shortage of houses has given 
ground fur the suggestion that some of the 
larger houses for which tenants cannot be found 
owing to the increased cost of living and the 
difficulty of obtaining servants, might to the 
public advantage be converted into flats. 

The defendant had so converted a house in 
Brechin-place, Brompton, in a good residential 
district, where the houses average a rateable 
value of some £148 per annum. To effect this, 
partition walls had been erected, doorways had 
been built up and others substituted, and in 
the basement an alteration had heen made 
which was visible from outside the house. ‘The 
plaintifis were seeking to recover possession of 
the premises, on the ground of breaches of the 
covenants contained in the lease, and sving for 
damages. 

The material words.in these covenants appear 
to have been that “the lessee shall not. . . divert 
from their orginal construction or application 
of any of the walls, or make any alteration in 
the arrangement or appearance of the said 
messuage without the previous written consent 
of the lessor,” that the premises should not 
be used for any business but as a private 
dwelling-house, a professional residence, or a 
private school, and that the lessee should not 
do any act in or upon the premises which could 
be a nuisance or injury to neighbouring houses. 
The question before the Court at the present 
stage of the proceedings was whether there 
had been such a breach of covenant as to entitle 
the plaintiffs, the tenant for life and the trustees 
of the property under a will to re-enter, and the 
Court held that there had been such a breach 
of all three covenants, 

In the first place it was held these alterations 
made “ an alteration in the arrangement or 
appearance of the house,” and _ probably 
amounted to a Lreach of the covenant not to 
erect -or divert from their original construction 
any walls, but it was not definitely decided 
whether that portion of the covenant only 
referred to outside walls. 

It was held, secondly, that there was a breack 
of the covenant only to use the premises as & 
private dwelling-hovse, as a house occupied 38 
a number of flats is not occupied as a private 
dwelling-house (Rogers v. Hosegood, 1900 2, 
Ch. 8, 388), and thirdly the letting of these 
premises as small flats would depreciate the 
letting and selling value of the neighbouring 
houses and thus cause injury within the 
meaning of the covenant. 

It may seem surprising that any lessee should 
have undertaken alterations of such a drastic 
nature withovt obtaining the consent of the 
lessor, no such consert having been obtsined 
in this case, and it may therefore be thought 
that the case is after all of not much importance, 
as if consent were asked and obteined no diffi- 
culty would be experienced in converting 
dwelling houses into flats, but we may point out 
that this is not entirely the case. 

In the case of building estates the covenants 
very often run with the land, and assignees 
and purchasers take and buy subject to the 
covenants and can enforce them one against 
the other. 

One of the strongest examples is Rogers ». 
Hosegood, in which it was held that covenants 
to erect ‘no mor than one messuage or dw elling- 
house adapted for use only as a dwelling-house, 
andalso omitting the provision asto one messuage, 
but restricting the use of the house to that asa 
private dwelling-hovse,” ran with the land 
in the circumstances of that case, and would 
be infringed by the erection of a tlock of flats. 

Thus it will Le seen that although the lessor 
might consent to the necessary structvral 
alterations, such as were made ir this case, yet 
where the houses form part of a building estate, 
as is so common in London, and the leases have 
been granted subject to a common scheme, eveD 
the lessor’s consent may not eral le that scheme 
to be varied, and the nature of the estate to 
be altered. 
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OUR TOMBS. 


{uz following letter was suggested by Pro- 
fessor Lethaby’s article on Tombs in our issue 
for March 7 :— 

Sir,—Comparatively little has been said or 
written this last half-century about the art of 
the old tombstone-maker ; 80 little, indeed, 
that in a general way most people appear to 
gasociate silly jokes with the mention of tomb- 
stones. 1 don’t know why, but I do know that 
among the many si!ly things said at military 
tribunals, those levelled against the tombstone 
maker. were often not only silly, but vulgar. 
For the time being—I don’t know how long 
it will last, so much is being said—and for the 
first time in our history as a craft, I believe 
one realises a Utopian future lies ahead. Be 
this as it may, as a master craftsman, I feel 
greatly indebted to the many eloquent gentle- 
men who have come forward to offer suggestions 
and place on record some of their observations, 
not the least being Prof. Lethaby. Discussion 
creates thought, and anything worth the doing 
is worth the time discussing. The one point— 
md the only one of any moment—I wish to 
disagree with in Professcr Lethaby’s article on 
tombs, is his belief in the amateur ; his implicit 
faith, shall I say ? I would myself implicitly 
pin my faith upon the back of an apprentice. 
[care not for the amateur, nor do I care for a 
good thing being entrusted to amateurs: the 
rather would I see the apprentice carefully 
directed by the master mason. 

I will quote Professor Lethaby’s words, and 
briefly attempt my reply to them. He says: 
“The most beautiful recently made grave that 
Ihave seen was a white-painted cottage paling 
around some low roses in a country churchyard. 
It was evidently made by the village carpenter.” 
Again: “ In devising tombs anyone may cut 
with scissors out of folded paper far more 
interesting crosses than they are likely to get 
from the drawing office of a ‘ firm.’ And, 
finally : “ It is a mistake to think that designing 
must be done on drawing boards with a lead 
pencil; there is no must about it.” 

Taking the effort of the village carpenter I 
must candidly admit I do not agree, nor do 
I think Professor Lethaby right in extolling 
“ white-painted cottage palings.”” White is an 
objectionable colour, cold, ostentatious, and 
always shouts, especially when near a grey 2d 
parish church. But this is a trifling matter : 

merely a small difference of opinion. ‘The 
one thing I do wish to take exception to is the 
enthroned amateur. For the public who deal 
with “ firms ” and are satisfied I have little 
ifany use. Theirs is a matter of education ; but, 
really, is thore so little in the designing of tomb- 
stones that it can be easily left to amateurs to 
produce kindergarten methods, and await 
accidents in design ? 

I prefer to think on a drawing board, and 
would caution all those who require memorials, 
now or in the near future, to enter into no 
business whatever with any “ firm,” until they 
have inspected the drawing office. The drawing 
office is the “ index” x the master mason’s 
mind, and without his drawing board he is only 
a distributor of marble “ dragged from Italy,” 
granite ‘dragged from the factories of 
Aberdeen.” 

I was looking only last week at the wonderful 
drawings and sketches of Alfred Stevens at 
South Kensington. Hete we are face to face 
with, and in the presence of, a great master ; 
his facile pen»il hurriedly running over the 
paper in feverish haste, giving expression to his 
fertile brain. To my mind these sketches and 
finished drawings are full of interest and charm. 
To watch the first. impressions hurriedly 
pen-illed in thumbnail sketch—sometimes 
adopted, or ultimately not incorporated in 
the finished scheme at all—proves conclusbvely 
the error of assuming that the art of the designer 

is based upon haphazard methods. Which of 
the hurgied s etches of ideas to adopt, which 
not, appears to require all the knowledge 
and resources of the practised hand and brain. 
Over the drawing board man may create, if 
he has the necessary ability, out of his tra- 
ditional and somewhat laborious studies only : 
he may see sometimes wonderful and beautiful 
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geometrical designs through a kaleidoscope, or 
peradventure with scissors and folded paper— 
surprise himself, even, but these’ won't assist 
him in his work. 

For the rest, Professor Lethaby suggests care 
and thought and grave “ honesty”’ in memorial 
making. All these virtues can be got to-day, 
not on the “omnibus routes,’ but “ back by ”’ ; 
not where the large stocks of weeping angels, 
broken lilies, urns and anchors are. crowded 
together, with the “highly polished ” salesman 
officiating—it is for the public to discriminate 
between the salesman and the craftsman. It 
is a comparatively easy matter, but requires a 
little time and intelligence, and people going 


ot to purchase a tombstone ought not to | f ; 
‘ fallen in the war will be he'd at 3.15 p..m on 


approach the matter in the same manner as the 
rest of theirshopping. There are many matters 
of detail which can and ought to be discussed 
together with the designer : the maximum cost, 
the material suitable, the style of lettering, the 
question of a polished or rough surface, even to 
the shape of a base, which last, in itself, is 
important enough to demand two or three 
hurried sketches, to escape all hardness and 
formality. And so on. 

These are matters which can only be discussed 
intelligently with a designer of tombstones ; 
after the discussion, and a few lines drawn out, 
the rest can be easily arrived at by the practised 
hand of the designer. 

The same matters appeal not to a salesman. 
It is for the public to know a salesman from a 
craftsman. 

After reading Professor Lethaby’s interesting 
and illuminating article, I turned over to other 
pages of your issue, and found this :— 
“ Artists in lettering required to set out inscrip- 
tion,” etc., etc. At last we are to be known as 
artists. This is very comforting, and is it not 
just what it should be—artists in stone? I 
felt like writing to the firm to thank them ; they 
are the first to give us our real name. I feel 
proud to think that when working for them I 
must have been (to them) an artist in stone. 
Yes; things are looking better: considerably 
better. 


Sunderland. ALFRED BorROWDALR. 


— 
i 


LIABILITY FOR FIRE. 


Tne Court of Appeal, in the recent case 
Musgrove v. Pandelis (eekly Notes, March 15), 
have decided an interesting point under the old 
statute, The Fires Prevention (Metropolis) Act 
1774 (14 Geo. 3 c. 78). 

Section 86 of that Act provides that “ no 
action shall .be maintained... against any 
person in whose house, stable, barn, or other 
building or on whose estate any fire shall 
accidentally begin.” 

The object of this enactment would appear to 
be to prevent adjoining owners in crowded areas 
such as the Metropolis having any remedy inter 
sese for fires accidental in their origin. 

In the case in question, however, the plaintiff 
was the lessee of a house at the back of which 
was @ garage in which defendant with the 
plaintiff's permission housed his motor-car. 
The defendant had an inexperienced man and, 
a fire from some unexplained cause having 
originated in the carburettor of the car when he 
started the engine, he failed to take the obvious 
means of loca/ing it byturning off the tap to the 
petrol tank, and in consequence of this neglect 

‘the fire spread first to the car and then to the 
building. The Court of Appeal affirmed the 
Court below on the two points raised. 

The first point was that the fire which caused 
the damage was the result of negligence ; but 
for this negligence the original fire, accidental 
in its origin, could have been confined to small 





limits ; the fire which caused the damage was 


caused by the neglect to cut off the petrol tank. 

The second point is that of most interest 
relating to the statute. But for the statute 
under the Common Law a person in whose house 
@ fire originated would be liable if it spread to 
a neighbour’s house. The statute altered the 
Common Law by excluding liabi'ity if the fire 


‘ was accidental in its origin but it has left the 


Common Law untouched where the fire is due 


to negligence or due to some wilful act or, as 
was held in this case, if a person brings on his 
land a dangerous agenvy likely to do damage if 
not controlled, according to the principle 
enunciated in the leading case Fletcher ». 
Rylands (1865, 2 R. 3 H.L. 380). 

It will be seen that the case raises a very 
important point for owners of motor cars 
or those who have to bring petrol on their 
premises. 

——__>—_-___—_—- ‘ 
THE SURVEYORS’ 
INSTITU TION. 
The Mevrorial Service. 
Tx memorial service to surveyors who have 


Monday, March 31,"at St. Margaret’s Church, 
Westminster, The Coun il invite those who are 
not connected with the Institution, as well as 
members, to take this opportunity of showing 
their respect to those who have fallen. No 
tickets for the service are required. 

Excess Pr. fits Duty. 


The Council of the Institution have been in 
correspondence with the In'and Revenue Com- 
missioners as to the liability of surveyors to 
Excess Profits Duty. They have from the first 
taken up the attitude that surveyors were 
exempted from liabi'ity under Section 39 of the 
Finance (No. 2) Act, 1915, in which view they 
were Supported by the opinion of eminent 
counsel, The position, however, was compli- 
cated by the circumstance that persons prac- 
tising as surveyors not unusually combine other 
forms of business such as engineering, architec- 
ture, auctioneering, &e., with their more purely 
professional work, and the In'and Revenue 
authorities claimed that commissions payable 
in respect of sales of property and the collection 
of rents were not exempted from liability. At 
a Conferen:e arranged with the Commissioners 
in which representa‘ ives of the Auctioneers’ and 
Estate Agents’ Institute took part, it was 
pointed out that alarge part of the remuneration 
in respect of the above descriptions of work was 
payable for purely professional services, such 
as were covered by the exemption in the Act. 
While still holding the view that the Act was 
not intended to apply to any form of business 
commonly carried on by a surveyor, the repre- 
sentatives of the two bodies agreed that to 
secure a settlement of the question, in view of 
the temporary nature of the duty, and thé 
difficulty of obtaining a decision in the Courts 
which would be generally applicable to all cases, 
it would be advisahb'e to accept the compromise 
referred to in‘ the following letter from the 
Board of In'and Revenue :— 


Exo ss Prorirs Dury. 


S1tr,—The Board of In'and Revenue have had ~ 


under consideration your letter of November 26 
last, on the subject of the apportionment of the 
remuneration derived from sales of land and the 
management of estates which might fairly be 
divided between professional and non-technical 
work for purposes of the computation of liability 
to Excess Profits Duty. 

The proposal made by the Surveyors’ Institu- 
tion that adistin tion should be made in connec- 
tion with the remuneration for management of 
estates between urban and agricultural ca. , is 
one which the Board d> not feel able to accep’: 

They are prenared. however, to admit claims 
that in computing the liability to Excess Profits 
Duty of Surveyors, auctioneers, &c.,the receipts 
of the business,so far as derived from remunera- 
tion in respect of sa'es of land (in:luding advice, 
&c., upon the sa’e and in respe:t of rent collec- 
tion combined with estate management) should 
be regarded. exvent in ases where such a course 
is maniiestly inequitah’e, as attributable 
equally to professional and non-professional 
work, and that the moiety of such receipts, 
which is attributa’)!e to work of a professional 
character, should be excluded from the com- 
putation of lia)ility throughout, both in pre- 
war and accounting periods alike. 

I am to enquire whether this proposal is 
agreeable to your Institution. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) J. SNELLGROVE/ 
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THE HOUSING FAMINE 
AND THE REMEDY. 


By Ernest J. P. Benn. 


Editor of Ways and Means.) 

Tae Government are showing signs of ner- 
vousness as to the success of their housing 
schemes, and no wonder! An inspired para- 
graph was issued on Monday week to the effect 
that ‘‘ The impression which appears to prevail 
in many quarters that the Government has 
requisitioned building materials in connection 
with housing s:hemes to such an extent as to 
render it impossible for private orders to be 


plaed is incorrect.” “ The Government is. 


anxious,” so the notice runs, “not only to do 
nothing to hamper the bui ding industry, but 
. to encourage it as much as possible . ‘ 
There is, therefore, no need to refrain from 
starting on building operations. Any 
further information required on the matter can 
be obtained on application from the Director 
of Building Materials Supply.” Then follows 
a whole catalogue of new arrangements detai ing 
the twen'ieth re-shuffling within three months 
of the arrangements for the suppy of materie!s 
and the appointment of Directors. 

This is the first official intimation of a realisa- 
tion in Government circles of the utter fo'ly of 
all the machinations of the last few years in the 
matter o building, and it is worth at least 
suggesting that advantage should be taken of 
this first sign of afeeling of repentance to put 
an end, one and for all, to the impossible 
position that has arisen. Half a million houses 
are wanted at once, and could be built within 
the next six months i those whose business it 
is to build were permitted to carry out their 
natural functions. 

The game of juggling with the laws of econo- 
mics, as applied to building, started before the 
war. The Finance Act of 1909-10 took 20 per 
cent. of the speculative builder’s profit. On 
the face of it that looked like a very wise, a very 
just, and a very proper proceeding. Neverthe- 
less, many had the view that it was the direct 
cause of the stoppage of the building industry. 
Rightly or wrongly the builder came to the 
conclusion that his business was of such a 
hazardous character in any case that he could 
not afford to go on with the 80 per cent, of his 
profit that was left to him. It is not now 
necessary to discuss this part of the history of 
the death of building, but the experience gained 
is interesting as showing how dangerous it is 
to interfere with commercial en‘erprise. 

Next came the war, and the Rent Restrictions 
Act. There again was an enactment which 
met with general approval, and which seemed 
to be quite essential in the circumstances in 
which we were placed. But the result of it is 
admitted by all parties to have made it quite 
impossible for anybody to build, owing to the 
complete disappearance of what is known as the 
economic rent. The present position is, there- 
fore, that we require half a million houses, and 
nobody can build them ; and the Government, 
after years of discussion and negotiations, have 
failed to lay one single brick. | [oR JI 

This is not a question which has arisen since 
the armistice. It was the first of the recon- 
struction problems to be discovered and foreseen. 
The President of the Local Government Board 
made speeches about it two or three years ago. 
Eighteen months ago the Minister of Recon- 
struction appointed a Committee under the 
Mar-uis of Salisbury to make the necessary 


arrangements. For a year past every county, ' 
rish authority in the country has - 


urban, and 
been struggling with impossible schemes. And 
even if it should happen, as now seems extremely 
unlikely, that any Local Authority should 
succeed within the next twelve months in 
erecting a few houses, the end of it all will be 
the creation of a still more complicated and 
artificial condition the results of which it is 
impossible to foresee, _ 4 

Would it not therefore be wise to halt and 
announce, even at this late hour, a practical 
policy which would at least have the effect of 
- giving-us the houses. This could be done in 
. two sentences. The first would announce the 
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definite end of all rent restriction arrangements 
at some near date, say, June 30, 1920. - The 
next would announce a subsidy of £100 a house 
for all houses built before Christmas, 1919, 
This does not mean that there need be a riot of 
private building subject to no control and 
without regard to public policy. The subsidy 
could be paid through the Local Authority, and 
only in respect of such houses as were built with 
their approval. .If the subsidy were made a 
uniform figure for every house, large or small, 
builders would concentrate on smaller’ houses 
first. 

In conclusion, two remarks as to the effects of 
these proposals. To begin with, 10,000 archi- 
tects and five times as many builders would be 
at work at once planning and erecting houses. 
All sorts of new materials would be found ; 
local materials of which no Government Depart- 
ment has ever heard would turn up in the most 
unexpected way. We should have 1,000 
different types cf houses, and a vast new 
experience in building, which is impossible in 
any centralised scheme. 

The next .big point is the question of rent 





- restriction. By June, 1920, there should be 


enough houses to ensure that the economic 
rent was_on a low competitive basis. If it is 
thought that this rent would still be too high 
for working-class means, then surely wages 
could rise to meet the higher price of accommo- 
dation. During the war wages have doubled, 
and house rent has remained stationary. If a 
rise of 100 per cent. in wages has been possible 
there should be no difficulty about a rise of 
10 per cent., which is all that would be necessary 
to enable the workmen to have the satisfaction 
of knowing that he was paying for his house 
and not living in a public institution. 

On 500,000 houses this proposal would involve 
the State in a subsidy of fifty millions, which is 
certainly a large sum of money. But, after all 
it represents only a week’s expenditure at our 
present rate, and is an infinitely smaller sum 
than the taxpayer will have to find eventually 
to make up all the deficits which can be foreseen 
if only a small proportion of all the nebulous 
schemes now talked about materialise. 


THE SOCIETY OF 
ARCHITECTS. 


Hovstne CoMPETITION.—PINEAPPLE Farm, 
BrrMincHaM.—The Society of Architects is 
informed that the misunderstanding between 
the Housing Committee of the Birmingham 
City Coun il, and the representative Associations 
of Architects with regard to the terms of this 
Competition have been satisfactorily removed, 
and that the Housing Committee has extended 
the date for sending in plans until noon on 
Thursday, April 17, in order that Architects 
desirous of competing may be enabled to do so. 

NEWCASTLE- UPON-TYNE AND _ IpSWIcH 
Hovusmya Competitions.—Members of the 
Society of Architects are requested not to take 
part in these competitions without first ascer- 
taining from the Secretary of the Society 
whether the conditions have been approved 
by the Council. 

The Government Housing Scheme.—Mr. Ray- 
mond Unwin, appointed one of the chief archi- 
tects, was for many years an active member of 
the Society, and from time to time contributed 
papers on the subject of which he has made 
a special study, Mr. H. T. A. Chidgey, M.B.E., 
the chief surveyor, is a member of the Society 
of many years standing. 


—_—_ 








Gas v. Electricity for Power. 

According to Sir Duga'd Clerk, K.B.E., 
D.Sc., F.R.S., who recently read a paper on 
gas and electricity before the Royal Society 
of Arts, a gas engine of the ordinary type will, 
at about 75 per cent. of full load, deliver to 
the consumer as actual or brake horse power 
11 per cent. of the heat used at the gas works 
to produce the necessary gas for distribution 
to the consumer, while an electric motor will 
deliver, also as brake horse power, only 6.8 
per cent. of the heat used at the electricity 
generating station. 


Le 
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THE EVIL OF TRADITION jy 
CONSTRUCTION. 


A Plea to the Builder’s Merchant, 
A CORRESPONDENT writes :— 


There is one passage tucked away in the mags 
of the Tudor Walters Report which containg 
more wisdom than the whole volume of detajj 
that the Report embodies, extremely usefy| and 
thought engendering as most of the detail is 
That passage is as follows :— 


“ Hitherto in a good many proposals for 


substituting new materials for old. the lines 
adapted to the old form of construction have 
been largely followed, and sufficient crivinality 


has not been shown in developing methods 
more suited to the new materials. [If these 
new materials are to be used e onomically 
it may be necessary to rid ourselves of some 
of our preconeived ideas as to design, ang 
to prepare ourselves for that which is more 
adapted to the new materials.” 


This was penned with a special reference 
to the substitution of concrete for timber. 
and issues a plea that a material different ‘in 
nearly every quality should not be tortured 
to perform a service in a way in whi h a materia) 
traditionally assoviated with the service would 
have met the conditions, as in all probability 
its essential nature would perform the ser. 
vice far more effectively through some 
entirely different means, if only the designer 
would blot out from his memory all traditional 
methods of solving the problem and think it 
out “ de novo.” 

Think it out “ de novo.” That is what 
human nature finds so difficult. How many 
good plans have been everlastingly spoilt 
through the persistent retention of some feature 
that belonged and was essential! to an earlier 
and entirely different lay-out of the accommoda- 
tion required ? How often do we see and 
wonder at some detail in a metal shop front 
that obviously owes its origin to a design 
previously conceived in wood! It is a common 
remark how much of the Adams cast-iron 
desiga is reminiscent of wrought iron, and how 
rarely even now do we see a ferro-concrete 
design that does not bear evident traces of 
mudd'ed thinking owing to an inability to 
cast from the mind the traditional thinking 
in ‘stone. 

The technical Press is now full of advertise- 
ments of new materials, the product of science 
and research, but most of these endeavour to 
ape—lI use the word with all respect—materials 
that have a tradition behind them. To take 
examples is invidious, but why should the 
merchants who deal in waterproof compounds 
for concrete think of them only as substitutes 
for asphalte and not. in combination with 4 
reinforced concrete boarding as a_ suitable 
flat pitched and air space giving roof. The 
concrete stair has in the past always been 
associated with fire resistance, but it seems 
obvious that by casting from the mind this 
requirement a far cheaper, lighter and more 
handy step could be evolved for cottage work, 
which could be marketed at less cost than 
the pre-war deal stair, to say nothing of the 
post-war price of that insanitary jiece of 


joinery with its rough carriages, shapeless 


wedges and glots of glue. The war has shown 
us the ease of working sheet metals, yet It 
would not be making a bold supposition 
that when the sheet metal door is put on the 
market it will imitate the deal door of tradition, 
and all the advantages it offers from the sanitary 
point of view will be ignored. 

The housing problem will be solved by the 
builder’s merchant. It is up to him to forget 
and to con:eive, to face old problems wi! new 
materials in new ways. Clear thinking will 
meet with immediate response from 2'!! who 
have the interests of good building at heart. 


o—iii-—*- - 


Books Received. 


Practicat Triconometry. By H. A 
Price 3s. net. (London: Sir Isaac Pitu 
Sons, Ltd.) 
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THE BUILDING TRADE. 


LONDON ASSOCIATION OF MASTER DECORATORS. 


ENGLISH COMPANIES CARRY- 
ING ON BUSINESS IN FRANCE. 


Tae reconstruction of the. devastated areas 
in the northern part of France is, at the present 
time, a question of the highest importance. 
The needs of these regions situated in the 
Pas de Calais, the Somme, and generally in 
all the Departments where the hostilities 
took place, are enormous, and it is a fact 
that they cannot possibly Le met actually 
by French industrial concerns. Many British 
firms intending to increase their business on 
the Continent have considered these facts, 
and many of them have created or are ready 
to create agenies in France. It appears, 
therefore, in‘eresfing to examine under what 
conditions British firms may carry on business 
in France and what formalities they have to 
comply with before so doing. 

L Pursuant to French law foreign companies 
carrying on business in France are subjected 
to the payment of income tax. This tax prior 
tothe war was of 4 per cent.. but it has been 
increased sinve, and is now fixed at the rate 
of § per cent. 

What is the proportion liable to taxation ? 
Is the tax payable only upon the French in- 
come, or payable upon the entire income of 
the company ? 

The proportion liable to taxation is decided 
upon by the Minister of Finance and is based, 
as regards the property situated in France, 
upo: its value compared with the total assets 
of the enterprise; and with reference _to a 
business, upon the working capital of the under- 
taking, and generaly upcn a comperison 
setting out the comparative importance of 
the business in Fran e as rezards the whole. 

I]. Furthermore. foreign companies in France 
are liable to pay income tax, and they have to 
sign a special undertaking for this object. 
However, French law does not consider this 
widertaking as @ suffiient guaran‘ee, and it 
is enacted that foreign companies must appoint 
& solvent agent of Fren h nationality who 
must be approved by the Ministry of Finance, 
and who wi!l become surety ‘or the payment 
of the duties and -f the penalties (if any). 

Instead of appointing a solvent agent, foreign 
companies may lodge a cash security, in a 
French governmental institution called “ the 
Caisse des Népots et Consignations.” 

_ It is rather difficult to give lengthy details 
in a short article, but it may be stated : 


(a) That it is much preferable to have a 


solvent agent appointed instead of depositing 
4 sum of money in the Caisse des Dépots et 
Consignations. 
_ (6) That the formalities are more speedy 
if this solvent agent is a first-class French firm 
or bank, whose solven y is above suspicion. 
48 soon as the responsible agent is approved 
by the French fis ‘a! authori ies. the company 
May commence business in France. 
Ifl—For permitting Fren:h authorities to 
render their decision convern'ng the appoint- 
ment of the agen’ and the fixa in of the propor- 
tion liable to taxation foreign «ompanies must 
lodge with them the following documents : 
2) A certified copy of the Articles of Associa- 
Yon and translation of same; (b) a certified 
“py of the certificate of incorporation; (c) a 
special undertaking signed by the Eirectons to 
pay any tax which may fall due; (d) a special 
aertaking from the responsible agent to pay, 
the company fai's so to do. 
_ The ebove are the ru'es and regulations which 
must be strictly fulfilled by foreign companies 

ore carrying on business in France, as in 
eases of neglect, heavy penalties may be 


Meurred. L 
P. G. E. Groz, .. 
Avocat a la Cour d’ Appel de Paris, 
and of Lincoln’s Inn, Barrister- 
1 at-law. 
* Rue & Turin, Paris 


In connection with the efforts that are being 
made to increase the membership of the London 
Association of Master Decorators, a meeting 
of master painters took place at the Bush 
Hotel, Shepberd’s Bush, on March 12, when 
Mr. Stewart-Greene, past president of the 
Association, had promised to take the chair, 
and Mr. Thomas Foster, of Padiham, who is 
the Treasurer of the National Federation of 
Master House Painters of Fngland and Wales, 
had agreed to deliver an address. 

Mr. Arthur Seymour Jennings, Organising 
Secretary, called attention to the object ot 
the meeting and to the fact that the Association 
had been established about ten or eleven 
years, during which time it had done very 
good work. With the new conditions that 
arose at the end of the war it became, how- 
ever, necessary to organise t hemaster decorators 
as well as the journeymen. He had been 
connected with the trade practica'ly all his 
life, and, after some persuasion, he accepted 
the office, at least temporarily, of Organising 
Secretary of the Associa‘icn and he was pleased 
to say that during the last few weeks he had 
got in severa! hundred members, and he hoped 
in the weeks to come to be even more success- 
ful. No doubt the master decorators were 
realising more and more the absolute necessity 
of organisation. One man or firm, however 
large may be the business, could do very little, 
but with a combined effort great things could 
be done. Much has been done and more would 
be done in proportion to the numberof members 
they got into this Associa‘ion. 

In taking the chair, Mr. Stewart-Greene 
explained that the delay in their arrival was 
due to their attendan e at an important meeting 
of the master decorators, There was a great 
deal of business to deal with there owing to 
the men in the trade not being satisfied with 
the present rate of pay, viz., ls. €d. per hour. 
They were out to get Is. 8d. per hour. As 
most of those present knew, the men were 
determined to get better wages owing to the 
rise in prices, and it was for them, as em- 
ployers, to do the best they cou'd for the men, 
as well as for themselves. They had formed 
a Joint Council: six members representing 
the operatives and six representing the em- 
ployers. At first the men had been suspicious 
of the employers, but the employers could 
not do without the support and sympathy of 
their employees, and he hoped thy would 
understand each other better in future. 

Mr. Thomas Foster said it was a pleasure 
to a man from the provinces to have the 
opportunity of speaking to a group of London 
master painters. The London Association of 
Master Decorators had done good work for 
some time past, but Londen was such a huge 
piace and its organisation such a huge task 
that they had been told from time to time 
in the country that it was impossible to organise 
the employers in any given industry in London. 
But no task was rea'ly impossible, and as 
things were moving very rapidly in theindustrial 
world they be'ieved that it was absolutely 
ne essary to have one organisation in the 
painting trade to meet the operatives on equal 
terms on questions of wages and working hours, 
and those things which more particu'arly con- 
cerned the craft. The object of this meeting 
was to ask those who were present and ulti- 
mately all master decorators and painters to 
become members of the London Association 
of Master Decorators. The question was often 
asked “ Why on earth should I join the Associa- 
tion, and to some extent surrender my liberty, 
and why should I be out of pocket in paying 
the subscription ?”” The real point was what 
were the advantages to be gained ? He could 
not speak from persona. knowledge of the 
position in London, , but they had found in 








their partially organised districts in the north 
of England that combination was absolutely 
necéssary. If a workman was worthy of his 
hire, so also was the master painter, and if 
he was rendering useful service he was entitled 
to be properly remunerated, to enable him to 
put aside something for the end of his well 
spent business life.. Under the old conditions 
there was not much leisure, and the result of 
the establishment of the London Association 
of Master Decorators had been to reveal to the 
members of it things they had not realised 
before, and that employers and workmen 
could help each other to improve matters 
generally. It involved some surrender to 
liberty to join their respective organisations, 
but it enabled them to accomplish certain 
objects, and prevented them running loose. 
In his opinion, it was necessary for the master 
painters to enter into negotiations with the 
operatives, and to set up working agreements 
as to wages, hours and conditions of working. 
Much of the- work done by master painters 
came under the pay for day work, and it was 
only by comparison of experience of cost that 
a satisfactory basis could be arrived at. The 
question of contract work on which estimates 
were given was a more difficult one. In the 
north they had a system of tendering by which 
every tender was registered by the secretary, 
and it had tended to bring about a much more 
remunerative standard of pay. Having estab- 
lished a basis for day and contract work to 
place the trade on a more remunerative footing, 
they had removed a great deal of anxiety. 
There were other matters which concerned 
them as master decorators. They had to deal 
with merchants and manufacturers for the 
purchase of materials. Since the war began 
they had had some trouble with paper hanging 
merchants as to trade discount. It was not 
possible for an individual, or for one association, 
to make terms with merchants or manufacturers 
but a number of associations could with their 
collective voice get a respectful hearing and 
the results they asked for. These were some 
of the directions in which benefit, couldg be 
secured by organisation. 

There were other important aspects in which 
the craft were concerned. In many parts of the 
country they had found that the standard 
of the craft had sunk to a very low ebb’ and 
that those whe were capable of carrying out 
good work were not allowed to do so. If work 
could be carried out properly, and be properly 
paid for, it was much more creditable, both 
for the ene and the operatives. They 
wanted not only to be able to carry out work 
properly but to use good materials. It gave 
a higher standard of self-respect to the employer 
and employed, and helped them ;to create @ 
better state of things in the trade. They found 
that, in exact proportion to organizing them- 
selves and creating a better condition oi affairs, 
the public respect for them extended. It was 
because they had not been self-respecting that 
they had not got more public respect. One,of 
the greatest obligations on the trade was to 
get a better standard of boys out of which to 
make their future workmen. The National 
Federation of Master Painters had an annual 
competition to which apprentices sent their 
work, and the substantial prizes offered had 
tended to bring about a better class of work, 
and had induced a better class of boys to enter. 
Where there were technical schools in gxistence 
they had established classes for the painting 
trade and they had been found to be a valuable 
aid to the employers. These were part of the 
obligations to get a better class of lads into the 
trade. 


Since the war there had been a greater move- * 


ment in favour of fuller co-operation between 
employers and workmer. It was not now 






































































































desirable that a fight should be resorted to in 
disputes. It had been found that by frank and 
friend! . discussion,troubleas to wagesand work- 
ing hours could be averted. For a long time 
employers in al} sorts of industries had com- 
plained that the operatives did not turn out so 


much good work as they ought, espevially-in ~ 


the painting trade. Now, there seemed to be a 
genuine desire to have an increased output and 
to give better results to customers. The 
problem was one that was being tackled as a 
national question, but it was only by co-operation 
that they could get desirable results. In the 
painting trade they had a joint coun il, with 
five members representing the Master Decora- 
tors and five representing the men, and they met_ 
monthly to achieve better results, It was 
necessary in connection .with these Whitley 
Councils to have more local bodies, and he hoped 
they would be established, not only in the 
country, but in London. In the town of 
Burnley, they met the operatives nearly every 
month to discuss problems in the trade which 
needed the attention of both sides to satis- 
factorily work them out. In that way they had 
been able to accomplish a great deal of good. 
They found there was a greater willingness to 
co-operate in these matters. These were some 
of the benefits that were being realised and they 
could only be gained by organization. He 
believed they would have as the result a greater 
sense of security in the trade than they had 
ever had under the old conditions, 

Replying to questions, the Chairman said 
the men’s representatives had agreed that the 
present rate of pay in the trade should be Is. 6d. 
and he strongly urged that if ls. 8d. was asked 
fer it should nt be paid. He denied the truth 
of the rumours that firms in the West-End were 
paying more than Is. 6d. 

Mr. Jennings, Organising Secretary, con- 
firmed what the Chairman had said and urged 
employers not to pay more than Is. 6d. an hour. 
The men’s union had stated that if a demand 
was made for 1s, 8d., the people demanding it 
Should be reported to them, and they would 
supply other men at Is, 6d. an hour. In pro- 
posing a vote of thanks to Mr. Foster for his 
address, Mr, Jennings explained that the London 
Association of Master Decorators comprised 
the whole of London, and that there were two 
local associations, one at Brixton and one at 
Lewisham. They thought the best plan was 
to ask members of the pain‘ing trade to join 
the parent body and to form local committees 
later to consider local matters, He agreed that 
technical educa‘ion was of immense importance 
to them. They had classes for boys in the 
trade at Brixton and at Holloway. His object 
for years past had been to get such classes 
established in every part of London. 


— 





PATENTS. 


APPLICATIONS PUBLISHED. * 


119,471.—Griscom-Russell Co. : 
joints for pipes. 

122,861.—L. P. Evans and W: Andrews: 
Substitute for wood. 

122,866.—A. J. Dunn: 
structures. 

122,915.—A. England: Construction of slab 
buildings: . 

122,922.—H. H. Jones: Preparationfof an 
asphalt composition for paving and other 
purposes. 

122,934.—J. T. Grant: 
huts or chambers. 

122,940.—C. H. Murray: 
water paint. 

116,283.—J. Berliat: Reinforced concrete 
floor and roof constructions. 

122,999.—©. Menzies: Domestic fire-places. 

123,037.—T. Coates, T. A. Lupton and H. L. 
Anderton: Cement. 

123,044.—J. Farley: Kitchen ranges. 


Expansion 


Concrete and like 


Steam disinfecting 


Manufacture of 





* All these Applications are now in the stage in which 
epposition te gees ef Patents upon them may be 
made 4 2 








GR THE BUILDER Bar 








[MarcH 28, 1919, 


RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE. 


THE following are the present rates of wages in the Building Trade in the principal towns of Engiang , ad 


It must be understood that, while every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, we cannot be 
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The Masons’ rate given is for bankers: fixers usually $d. , 
3 War bonus af 3s. 6d.'per week granted. © ¢t War bonus") onus. 
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NORTHERN COUNTIES 
FEDERATION OF BUILDING 
TRADES EMPLOYERS. 


A MEETING of the Executive Committee of 
this Federation was held on March 4, at 
Sumderland. 

TENDERING FOR MATERIALS. _ 

A’report was presented by the Secretary 
upon tendering for materials. He stated that 
Mr. J. White had attended a meeting of repre- 
sentatives of the National Federation with 
sir James Carmichael, the Director of Housing, 
and the scheme of tendering and the method 
for obtaining tenders had been severely criti- 
cised, with the result that an assurance was 
given that no further action would be taken 


upon the tenders which had been received, but - 


that they would now be disregarded. General 
satisfaction was expressed with the results so 
far obtained by the action of the National 
Federation. 


THE Buipinc TrRaDE AND Notice Tos} 
DETERMINE EMPLOYMENT. 

A report was presented upon proceedings 
before the Tees and Darlington Tribunal on 
February 14. The facts were that Mr. Pitt 
was rebuilding a blast turnace for the Tees 
Bridge Ironworks, and had discharged ’a number 

’ of bricklayers and labourers by giving them the 
usual one hour’s notice provided for by the local 
working rules. The men claimed to be entitled 
toa week’s notice under the Munitions of War 
Acts, and the tribunal decided that the men 
were entitled to a week’s notice, on the ground 
that the work being done by these workmen was 
renewal of plant at a munitions works, and was 
not within the exemption of building work as 
defined by the Order made by the Ministry, 
Ne. 1096 of August 19, 1918, and that the work 
was not work at a building in which munitions 
work is or is intended to be carried on. The 
Secretary reported that he had attended the 
hearing and was of opinion that if the decision 
were correct in law then it was probable that 
the question of notice in the building trade to 
determine workmen’s employment was in doubt, 
and it was desirable in the interest of the 
trade that an authoritative decision should be 
fought with a view to defining what was 
building work, and also to ascertain, if possible, 
in what cases the seven days’ notice was 

Necessary to terminate the engagement of 
workmen. Mr. Hope stated that he had given 
notice of appeal, and had conferred with his 
London agents, and had seen Mr, Lowenthal, 
and the form of notice had been settled by 
counsel on behalf of Mr. Fitt, who was willing 
that the Federation should use the case to test 
the validity of the decision. Mr. Glossop, from 

Mr. Pitt, said that the building owners were not 
prepared to contest the point, although there 
was a sum of £50 at stake. It was resolved 
to confirm the action taken by Mr. Hope to date 
on behalf of the Federation, and to support the 

appeal on the understanding that Mr. Pitt should 
see the building owners with a view to them 
contributing a substantial portion of the ££F0, if 
saved, towards the cost of the appeal if success- 
ful. Further, that the appeal be prosecuted 
subject to the liability of the Federation on the 
appeal not exceeding £50. " 
Bishop AUCKLAND AND AFFILIATION. 

The application of the Bishop Auckland 

Association for affiliation under date F ebruary 

10, last, was received, and acceded to. 


DECISIONS OF THE CoNcILIATION BOARD. 
P The Secretary reported that he had inquired 
qm Mr. A. G. White, who had advised him 
hat it was still advisable to secure the endorse- 
_— of the decisions of the Conciliation Boards 
4 the Government. Further, that a letter of 
ebruary 22, from the Ministry of Labour 
Stated that Governmeat Departments employ- - 
ing Building Trade contractors have been 
Sommers by the Lords Commissioners of His 
ys treasury to grant a holiday of one 
= 8 half days’ on full pay to their wathenuelt 
® working expense, and not liable to assess- 
ment or excess profit duty. This only referred 


P 








to’ direct Government Contracts, and there is 
no intention of accepting any corresponding 
charge as a public liability in respect of any 
other building contracts, 


oe 


THE CONSTRUCTION OF A 


RESERVOIR. 
Contractors’ Claim for Extra Work. 


At the Surveyors’ Institution, Westminster 
Mr. G. Midgley Taylor, M.Inst.C.E., as Arbi- 
trator, heard a claim for extra work, amounti 
to about £13,000, by Messrs. William Underwoo 
& Brother, contractors for public works, of 
Dukinfield, near Manchester, against the Moun- 
tain Ash Urban District Council. 

Mr. T. Eastham (of Manchester) was Counsel 
for the claimants, while Mr. G. A. Scott (London) 
appeared for the Urban Council. 

The claim had reference to work done in the 
construction of Penderyn Reservoir, Brecon, for 
the Urban Council, and consisted of a large 
number of items. One of the most important 
was for £3,028 for extra width of concrete, which 
was put into puddle trench, and rendered neces- 
sary, it was contended,by irregularities on the 
sites of the trench. In respect of 1,718 cube 
yards, 16s, per cube yard was claimed; 1,654 
yards were put at 19s.; 68 yards at 22s.; and 
5 yards at 30s. For extra width of excavation 
due to above a sum of £2,874 8s. 6d. was claimed, 
the highest rate being 56s. per cube yard, and the 
lowest lls. 6d., the number of yards stated at 
the latter sum being 1,696. The- contractors 
originally claimed £2,475 10s, for 21,223 cube 
yards of clay taken at an extra cost of 2s. 4d. per 
cube yard. It was subsequently discovered, 
however, that the number of yards of clay taken 
was 20,461, and a reduction was accordingly 
made in the claim. There was an item of 
£1,192 58. for mortar joint in concrete in puddle 
trench, being 9,538 square yards at 2s. 6d. For 

excavations below a certain point, on a claim 
for £2,935 10s. 6d., the Council’s engineers (Mr. 
William Fox, M.Inst.C.E., and Mr. F. W. 
La Trobe Bateman, M.Inst.C.E., of West- 
minster) had allowed £2,189 8s., leaving 
£746 2s. 6d. in dispute. 

The contract, which amounted to £69,000, 
included the construction of an approach road, 
a reservoir on the Tai-cwplan and Trebanog- 
fach farms with embankment, puddle tench, 
discharge pipes, valve shaft, watercourses, roads, 
footpaths and boundary wall. The contract 
also provided for a line of pipes from the Bodwi- 
giad stream to Nant-y-bwllfa stream, thence to 
the reservoir, with intake weirs and boundary 
walls; a tank near the Bodwigiad stream ; and 
laying and jointing lines of main pipes from the 
reservoir to the Darranlas reservoir at Mountain 
Ash. The site of the reservoir is about two 
miles from Hirwam Station on the Great. Western 
Railway. By arrangement with the Urban 
Council the contractors did not complete the 
work. 

Evidence in support of the claim was given by 
Mr. Charles Lomax, civil engineer, of Cross- 
street, Manchester, and Mr. G. A. Brierley, 
engineer to the contractors. 

On behalf of the Urban Council evidence was 
given by Mr. Trobe Bateman, the engineer, with 
the object of showing that only a sum of £700 
was due to the contractors. 

In the concluding stages of the hearing the 
claimants withdrew a portion of their claim 
amounting to nearly £4,000, as this was not 
included in an account rendered at the time of 
an ment between them and the Urban 
District Counci], when the latter took over the 
work from the contractors owing to the death of 
a partner who was prominently associated with 
the undertaking, together with the difficulties of 
war conditions. 

Mr. Tonks, inspector on the works, also gave 
evidence for the Council. 

The Arbitrator has since awarded 
£2,557 19s. 114d. in respect of the contractors’ 
claim, and the Urban Council are to bear two- 
thirds of the costs of the award, and one-third 
of the contractors’ costs of the reference. 
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NOTES FROM THE FOREIGN 
PRESS. 


These “notes are taken from the Technical 
Supplement to the Review of the Foreign 
Press, issued by the General Staff, 
War Office. 

VOCATIONAL SCHOOLS. 

The vocational school movement is making 
steady progress in the United States. A course 
in vocational machine-shop practice has been 
established in the high schools at Stockton, 
Cal., under the Federal Smith-Hughs law for 
vocational education. One of the requirements 
is that a minimum of six hours work be done 
each day, three in the shop, and three in the 
class-room. Such firms as the Holt Manu- 
facturing Company, and the Harris Manu- 
facturing Company send to the school to be 
machined parts which are to be used in their 
own production. The school authorities have 
under consideration a plan for establishing a 
course of foundry instruction. The teacher 
must have had at least three years’ experience 
as a journeyman in the trade before he is to 
teach, besides some aptitude for teaching. 
(Iron Trade Review, January 23.) 


APPARATUS FOR “THE INJECTION OF MORTAR 
UNDER PRESSURE. 

In an article in Genie Civil, for February 15, 
the author points out the necessity for rapid 
reconstruction of the structures destroyed by 
the enemy, and considers that apparatus for 
the injection of mortar should prove most 
useful. After a slight sketch of the history of 
the art, he describes the Greathead apparatus 
and then passes on to the recent French types, 
such as those by Perchot and by Buignet, 
which are well illustrated. He gives a few 
instances of costs per 1,000 kg. of solid matter 
—sand and cement—ejected, neglecting the 
water. With prices of fr. 72 per ton for Port- 
land cement, fr. 60 for slag cement, and fr. 15 
for Clamart sand, the cost with the Greathead 
apparatus was fr, 64;* with the Buignet 
apparatus the cost was about fr. 60; with the 
Isambert machine the cost varied from fr. 46 
to fr. 53. Generally speaking, it may be said 
that the injection costs from fr. 50 to fr. 65 
per ton of material injected. 


CONCRETE ROAD CONSTRUCTION. 

In a bulletin issued by the Portland Cement 
Association much practical instruction is given 
concerning concrete road construction. The 
first consideration in constructing a concrete 
road is the provision of a firm and otherwise 
suitable foundation. This usually involves the 
compacting of the soil and the draining of the 
road-bed. The concrete is laid on the founda- 
tion, usually in one layer, but sometimes in 
two. For a one-course road the concrete 
should consist of a relatively rich mixture 
throughout. For a two-course road a some- 
what leaner mixture may be used for the base, 
with a richer top or wearing course, The latter 
must be applied before the bottom layer has 
begun to set. -A good wearing surface is 
obtained by using clean hard sand and properly 
graded crushed rock or pebbles. These 
materials must be combined with Portland 
cement in a suitable mixer, with sufficient 
water to produce a stiff plastic consistence. 
When this has been laid on the sub-grade, it 
should be struck off with a templet or strike- 
board so shaped that the surface of the road 
or footway will have the desired crown. After 
rolling with a light metal roller to compress 
and ‘remove excess water, the concrete is 
finished by see-sawing a belt to and fro and 
along the way, leaving an even, gritty, and 
dense surface. When sufficiently hardened, 
the surface is sprinkled with water and covered 
with about 2 inches of moist sand, which cover- 
ing must be kept moist by sprinkling for at 
least 14 days to prevent the concrete from 
drying out too rapidly. Sometimes reinforce- 
ment, in the form of wire-netting or steel 
rods, is embedded in the concrete, This 
tends to prevent the slabs from cracking. 
(Engineering and Mining Journal, Deo. 28, 
1918.) 















ee 


Sah at 


ey ae ares 


eee 


i] 
\ 
4 
{ 


i 
ie 
is 
LU 





























812 


FRENCH- ROADS, ROAD CON- 
STRUCTION AND MAINTEN- 
ANCE. 3; 


7] 


At a meeting of the Institution of Civil 
Engineers so e time since, three papers were 
read on roads, including one by Mr. T. Bowyer 
Bower, Assoc.M.Inst.C.E., of which the following 
is an abstract :— 

Roads are one of the most important of an 
army’s needs, The improvement of the roads 
of the United Kingdom is a subject of increasing 
importance, and experience shows that the 
possibility of military considerations becoming 
involved should not be neglected in their 
design and construction. The average English 
roads and by-roads are, as a rule, well made, 
but to carry military traffic they should be not 
less than 24 feet, and, if possible, 30 feet wide. 
The roads of France, chiefly constructed under 
Government supervision, were excellent for the 
traffic likely to use them. For civilian traffic in 
= time, consisting chiefly of slow carts and 
ight motor-cars, they are no doubt adequate, 
but both construction and material—largely a 
friable limestone—have proved unsuitable for 
heavy and fast military traffic. The original 
good condition of the roadsy with favourable 
weather, delayed the appreciation of this, but 
after the second winter of hostilities, the road 
surfaces having become bad, frost got into the 
foundations, and with further increase of traffic 
the roads got into a deplorable condition. 
Material was scarce and temporary measures 
had to be adopted, 

The commonly accepted view that the exces- 
sive amount of mud on the roads of France is 
due to the metal being forced down to the 
chalk or other subsoil, which then comes to 
the surface as mud, is disputed by the author. 
Excepting the case of pavé roads, and roads 
badly worn in holes, he is of ‘opinion: that no 
mud rises to the surface by pressure from above. 
The true cause of mud formation is the poor 
quality of the material used, viz., limestone of 
very soft and porous nature, which, by attrition 
through some inches of depth, forms the mud, 
while destroying the surface. The only other 
materials available in France were pit-props, 
whole or split, brick rubble, and a poor quality 
of flint gravel. 

The author has reached the conclusion that 
there is but one way, as now given, of construct- 
ing a road fit to stanid abnormal traffic for long. 
Drainage must first be dealt with. No ditch 
should be nearer the road than 6 feet, the 
bottom being 1 foot below road formation. 
Side drains from road edge to the ditch should 
be not more than 50 feet apart. If the road on 
one side cuts into a hill slope, culverts must be 
formed under the road leading from one ditch 
to the other—these, whether of stone slabs or 
wood, should not be less than 18 inches square. 
Side-tilted roads draining across the surface 
are to be avoided. The edge of the road next 
the falling ground, if wanting from any cause 
the 6 feet margin between the road and the 
ditch, must be securely supported to take the 
pressure induced by road traffic, which has a 
tendency to push the edge of the road outwards, 
causing the road to lose its camber. A method 
of securing road edges is then described. Road 
excavation must be taken out across the whole 
width to 18 inches below the finished road- 
surface, the bottom being curved to conform 

to the road camber, which may vary between 
1 to 12 and | to 50, 1 to 25 being a fair average. 

It is well to have upon the ground soling 
rock, seconds and macadam, in advance 
of excavation, to avoid delays which may expose 
the foundation to weather influences. Excava- 
tion being completed, the bottom is covered 
with a 2-inch layer of ashes, or clinker; _ this, 
though not essential, is desirable. The soling 
rock is then packed and rolled as already des- 
cribed for mending holes. Where the soling 
rock, when set and keyed, is rough, it will be 
well to hand-pack the rock seconds that come 

next, if only for one stone thick, ‘‘ throwing in ” 
to make up the desired thickness ; 9 to 12 inches 
of soling rock is sufficient. If this is not 
procurable, hard block chalk will serve, though 
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not so good. The “seconds” should be from 
4 inches to 6 inches thick, as also the macadam 
finish. Each layer should be rolled as com- 
pleted. This makes a good road easily main- 
tained, and serviceable, even when the macadam 
8 worn away, 

x Corduroy roads are possible only in a well- 
wooded country, and last but a short time 
unless well covered with metalling, without 
which the foundation soon becomes wet and 
soft, with consequent disturbance of the 
timbers, 

To construct a good corduroy road attention 
must first be given to drainage and excavation 
carried out as for metalled roads, when “ beds ”’ 
to receive the longitudinal stringers should be 
excavated, one on each road edge and one at 
the centre, with two intermediate channels, 
the centre channel being of width sufficient to 
take two timbers spaced 2 inches or 3 inches 
apart: 

When laid the corduroy must be secured by 
-inch diameter wire fastened to staples to 
each timber. At every 15 feet itisdesirable to 
drive pickets, to secure the timbers from shifting: 
On completion, the corduroy should promptly 
be covered with a thin layer of ashes, or dry 
soil, followed by a layer of seconds and macadam 
well rolled in. 

Some principal faults in road construction 
are :—Delay in drainage arrangements until 
late in the work; careless laying of soling rock 
on irregularly formed bottom; packing soling 
rock on edge with length of stones transverse to 
road, in which case the stones are liable to 
tilt forward in the direction of traffic with 
consequent disturbance of road surface. 


NEW COMPANIES. 
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Dunxertey & Broapsent, Lrp. ( 153,548.) 
Registered March 8, 1919. To carry on the 
business of ventilating, humidifying and dust 
removing engineers, acetylene welders and sheet 
metal workers. Nominal capital £3,000. 

Artaur MAxwELL, Lrp. (152,902). Regis. 
tered February 1, 1919. 2, Fairoazel-gardeng, 
South Hampstead. N.W. To carry on the 
business of electrical contractors and engineers, 
fitters, &c. Nominal capital £100. 

* Metraoon ” Patent GLazine Bar Co., Lrp. 
(153,311). Registered 21 February, 1919. To 
acquire and work any patents and inventions 
relating to glazing. Nominal capital, £5,000. 

New Geysers, Lrp. (153,540). Registered 
March 7, 1919. 44, Tabernacle-street, E.0, 
To carry on the business of manufacturers and 


* dealers in geysers, plumbers, and hot-water 


Thé particulars quoted below have been ° 


compiled by Jordan & Sons, Ltd., company 
registration agents, of 116 and 117, Chancery- 
lane, W.C. 2, from the documents available at the 
Companies Registry :— 

Arconaut Nut Co., Lrp. (152,913). Regis- 
tered February 3, 1919. To carry on the busi- 
ness of manufacturing engineers, toolsmiths, 
general smiths, manu acturers of all kinds of 
nuts and bolts, general manufacturers of air- 
craft and motor components. Now carried on 
at Roman Works, Claxton Grove, Fulham. 
Nominal capital £7,500. 

Artistic Hovustne Co., Lrp. (152,961). 
Registered February 5, 1919. To acquire, 
develop and turn to account lands, buildings, 
&c., in the neighbourhood of Manchester and 
elsewhere. Nominal’ capital £10,000. 

Briton & Sons, Lrp. (153,395). 31, High 
Holborn, W.C. Registered February 26; 1919. 
To carry on the business of manufacturers 
of wood and metal parts, agents and financiers, 
engineers, &c. Nominal capital, £1,000. 

an Borromuey, Lrp. (153,412). Cabinet 
Works, Hockton-road, West Hartlepool. 
Registercd February 27, 1919. To carry on 
the business of carpenters, joiners, cabinet 
makers, and upholsterers, cartwrights, timber 
merchants, &c. Nominal capital, £10,000. 

ConcrETE Buriupines, Ltp. (153,441). Regis- 
tered March 1, 1919. To acquire the benefit 
of an existing invention relating to concrete 
buildings and the patent thereof, and turn same 
to account. Nominal capital, £40,000. 

CoNnCRETE ENGINEERING Co., Ltp.. (153,014.). 
Registered February 7, 1919. To carry on the 
business of reinforced concrete designers and 
constructors, civil engineers and contractors, 
&c. Nominal capital £100. 

CEenTRAL HeEatine, Lrp., (152,941.) 1 ezis- 
tered Febr .ary, 4,1919. 130, Strand, London, 
W.C. To carry on the business of heating, 
ventilating, domestic and general engineers, 
&c. Nominal capital £7,000. 

KENNETH Davis & Ngary, Ltp. (153,413). 
27-28, King William-street, E.C. 4. Registered 
February 27, 1919. To carry on the business 
of builders, decorators, contractors for general 
repairs, window cleaners, estate agents, &c. 
Nominal capital, £1,000. 


- 


~ 


‘ turers, merchants and dealers in bricks, 


engineers, &c. Nominal capital £2,000. 

Tuomas Nickson & Sons, Lrp. (153,416). 
Registered February 27, 1919. To acquire and 
catry on the business of builders’ merchant, 
now carried on at Preston, Lancaster. Nominal 
capital, £4,000. 

G. B. Norra & Co., Lrp. (153,409). Regis. 
tered February 27, 1919. To carry on the 
business of steam, gas, - hot-water, motor, 
mechanical, electrical and general engineers and 
repairers, machinists, tool makers, &c. Nominal 
capital, £1,000. 

E. Pearson & Sons, Ltp. (153,407). Nether. 
cape, Farsley, York. Registered February 


27, 1919. To carry on the business of 
electrical and sanitary engineers. Nominal 
capital, £4,000. 

Portrr Rax Gate Co., Lrp. (153,058.) 


Registered February 8, 1919. To acquire and 
carry on @ branch of the business for the manu- 
facture and sale of collapsible gates and enclo- 
sures and ornamental ironwork. Nominal 
capital £10,000. 

Quarries, Lrp. (153,030). Registered 
February 7, 1919. 5, Little George-street, 
Westminster, 8.W. To acquire mines, minerals 
and quarries of granite, slate and other stone, 
&c., and turn same to account. Nominal capital, 
£9,500. 

St. Grorcr’s Sawmiiis, Lrp. (153,543). 
Registered March 7, 1919. To carry on the 
business of sawmill proprietors, joiners, wood- 
workers, &c. Nominal capital £25,00v. 

H. V. Smira & Co., Lrp. (153,373). 20 
Victoria-street, Westminster, Registered 
February 25, 1919. To construct public works 
and conveniences of all kinds. Nominal 
cavital, £60,000. 

STANDARD Bumping Construction C0. 
(SourHERN Counties), Ltp. (153,032.) Regis- 
tered February 7, 1,919. Object indicated by 


title. Nominal cap'tal £20,000. ; 4 
E. Taomas & Company, Ltp. (153,368). 
43, Church-street, | Falmouth. Registered 


February 23, 1919. To carry on the business of 
timber merchants, saw-mill proprietors, timber- 
growers and dealers. Nominal capital, £2.000. 

James D. Tinetey & Co., Lrp. (152,922). 

Registered February 3, 1919. 21, Perry Vale, 
Forest-hill, London, 8.E. To acquire and carry 
on the business of builders, decorators, con- 
tractors, auctioneers, &c. Nominal capital, 
£3,000. . 
* Unit Construction Co., [I.tp. ( 153,009.) 
Registered February 6, 1919. To carry on the 
business of builders, contractors and engineers. 
Nominal capital £100. 

VENEERED Prywoop PaneL MANUFACTUB- 
inc Co., Lrp. (153,525.) 6 to 9, Union- place, 
Curtain-road, E.C. Registered March 6, 1919. 
To carry on the business of timber merchants, 
veneer merchants, plywood manufacturers, 
sawmill proprietors, &c. Nominal capita, 
£4,000. 

R. G. Warp & Co., Lap. (153,007.) Regis 
tered February 6, 1919. 3, Laurence Pountney 
hill, E.C. To carry on the business of — 

ipes, pottery. &c. Nominal capital £4,000. 
wie Wasntee: Lrp. (152,995). Registered 
February 6, 1919. To take over the business 
of the Machine Tool Attachment Co, and carty 
on the business as engineers, smiths, 4%. 
Nominal capital £10,000. 
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COMPETITIONS, CONTRACTS, &c. 


For some contracts still open, but not included in this List, see previous issues. Those with 


gp asterisk (XK) are advertised in this number. 


Contracts iv; Competitions iv; Public Appoint- 


ments xlv; Sales by Auction xlvii. Certain conditions beyond those given inthe following infor- 
mation are imposed in some cases, such as that advertisers do not bind theniselves to accept the 
lowest or any tender; that a fair wages clause shall be observed ; that no allowance will be made for, 
tenders; and that deposits are returned on receipt of a bona-fide tender unless stated to the contrary. 


The date given at the commencement of each paragraph is the latest date when the tender or the 
names of those willing to submst tenders, may be sent in. 


BUILDING AND PAINTING. 


March 31.—Glamorganshire——VAkIOUS WORKS.— 
The Glamorgan County Council invite tenders for 
the following works: (1) New school at Bargoed ; 
(2) New school at Hendre, Caerphilly ; . (3) Altera- 
tions to the Deri School; (4) Temporary building 
at Llantwit Fardre Council School; (5) Paint- 
ing the following schools and school houses in 
the Eastern Division during the Easter holidays 
(April 18-26 inclusive), viz.: Coychurch Lower 
near Bridgend), Coity and House (near Bridg- 
end), Pencoed Infants’ and House (Llangan (near 
Cowbridge), St. Athan, Liysfaen (near Lianishen), 
Nelson Infants’, Taff's Well Boys’ and Girls’ and 
House, Castell Coch (Tongwynlais), Taff's Well 
Infants’, Newtown Mixed and Infants’ (near Rhym- 
ney), Penybank and House (near Fochriw), Bedlinog 
Infants’ Fochriw Infants’, Ystradmynach Infants’, 
Brichyeymmer (Pontycymmer), Glynogwr (near 
Backmill), Bettws (near Llangeinor), Dinas Powis 
ani Temporary School, Gabalfa (near Cardiff), Llan- 
arian (near Aberthaw), St. George’s and House 
war St. Fagan’s), Maindy Infants’ (Cardiff), Sully 
and House, Llanharry, Beddau, Maendy and House 
(neat Cowbridge). Specifications of Mr. T. M. Frank- 
lin, Clerk, Glamorgan County Hall, Cardiff. 

MarcH 31.—Stoke-on-Trent.—HOUsSING SCHEME.— 
The Wolstanton United U.D.C. invite tenders for the 
erection of 50 houses in Millhouse-lane, Wolstanton. 
Applicants desirous of tendering are requested to 
send their names and addresses, together with a 
deposit of £5 (returnable on receipt of a bona fide 
tender) to Mr. W. F. Slater, Borough Engineer and 
Surveyor, Moreton House, Wolstanton, Stoke-on-Trent. 

MarcH 31.—Wolstanton.—HovusEs.—The Wolstan- 
ton United Urban District Council invite tenders 
for building 50 houses in Milehouse-lane, Wolstanton. 
Names and addresses to Mr. W. F. Slater, Architect, 
Moreton House. Wolstanton. Deposit £5. 

March 31.—Barnsley.—MOULDING SHOP.—Tenders 
are invited for the various works required in the 
erection and completion of moulding shop, Nelson- 
street, Barnsley, for.Messrs. Wilson, Longbottom, 
Ltd. Quantities of coo wa ny W. Dyson, Lic.R.1.B.A., 
Architect, 10, Regent-street, Barnsley. ; 

Apri. 1.—Hammersmith.—The Hammersmith 
Borough Council invite tenders for taking down and 
placing in store, and subsequently re-erecting and 
fitting the temporary floor and platform over the 
first-class swimming bath, Lime-grove, Hammersmith, 
torl or 8 years. Applications endorsed ‘* Tender for 
Removing, &e.,”’ to Mr. Leslie Gordon, Town Clerk, 
Town Hall, Hammersmith, W.6. 

ApgIL 2.—Portsmouth.—WoRKsHOP.—The Educa- 

tin Committee invites tenders for the erection of 

workshop in  Stanhope-road. Quantities of Mr. 

A. wen, Architect, Cambridge Junction, Ports- 

mouth. 

"*APRIL 4—Bristol.— PAINTING.—The Asylums Visit 
ing Committee invite tenders for painting at the 
Bristol City Asylum. Specifications of Mr. A. Orme, 
Steward, Fishponds. 

APRIL 5.—Ulverston.—ExTENSIONS.—The Lanca- 
shire Tuberculosis Committee invite tenders for 
extensions to the Sanatorium at High Carley, near 
Ulverston. Quantities of the County Architect, Mr 
Henry Littler, 16, Ribblesdale-place, Preston 
Deposit £2. 

APRIL 7.—Poplar.—SHED, &0.—The Royal National 
Lifeboat Institution invites tenders for the construc- 
tion of a brick boat shed and store at Poplar. Quan- 
tities of Messrs. Douglass, Lewis {& Douglass, 15 
Victoria Street, Westminster, S.W. Deposit £1. 

APRIL 9.—Hawarden.—Hovusrs.—The Hawarden 
Rural District Council invite tenders for the erection 
of 52 workmen’s dwellings, to be erected on land 
situated in Shotton lane, Shotton. Specifications 
Messrs."John H. Davies & Sons, 14, Newgate-street, 
Chester. Deposit £2 2s, 
_ APRIL 9.—Leeds.—PainTInG.—The Corporation 
invite tenders for painting and cleaning at the City 
Hospitals. Quantities may be seen at the Steward’s 
Office, Seacroft Hospital. 

*APRIL 9.—London.—The Commissioners of His 
tajesty's Works, &c., are prepared to receive offers 
fot the purchase by tender of building materials on 
the site of the American Red Cross Hospital in Rich- 
mond Park. Forms of tender, conditions and schedule 
tL quantities on application to the Directorate of 
sag a. iM Office of Works, Storey’s gate, 
*APrIL 10.—London.—The Metropolitan Borough of 
zaeth invite tenders for the repair and re-decoration 
erally of the (1) Tate Central Library, Brixton 
Carnewine) qeate Library, South Lambeth Road ; (3) 
a gie Library, Herre Hill-road. Applications, 
oes Repairs to Libraries,” to Mr. Bruce Penny 
Arey k, Town Hall, Brixton Hill, 8.W. 2. 
io a 29.—Romford.— PaIntInG.—The Romford 
whole Hospital Board invite tenders for painting the 
building, the outside wood and iron work of all the 

ford rr at the Isolation Hospital, Rush Green, Rom- 
walla. ¢ so for cleaning and distempering the interior 
Mr. 'r Ww. of one of the blocks. Specification of 

mford A. Greenhalgh, Clerk, 16a, South-street, 


No DatEe.—Leeds.—PaINnTING.—Tenders are invited 
for painting and cleaning of Meynell-street Wesleyan 
Mission Hall, Kirkstall-road. Tenders to Mr. Jos. 
Todd, 6, Rosebank-road, Leeds. 

*No DATE.—London.—The Disposal Board invite 
tenders for temporary buildings. Applications to 
view and full particulars and tender forms from 
Controller, Huts and Building Material Secticn, 
Artillery Mansions, Victoria-street, S,W.1.'! 

No DATE.—Aberdare.—ALTERATIONS.—Contractors 
willing to tender for alterations to the Oaklands, 
Aberaman, Aberdare, for Messrs. The Powell Duffryn 
Steam Coal Co., Ltd., are requested to send in their 
names to Kenshole & Bevan, Architects, 30, Charles- 
street, Cardiff. 


FURNITURE. MATERIALS, etc. 


MARCH 3).—Billericay—ROaAD MATERIALS.—The 
Billericay R.D.C. invites tenders for the supply of road 
materials. Forms of tender from the surveyor, Mr. 
F. E. Ennals, Shelley-road, Hutton. 

MarRcH 31.—Sutton Goldfield. —MATERIALS.—The 
Corporation invites tenders for road and other materials. 
Form of tender of Mr, W. A. H. Clarry, borough sur- 
veyor, Council House, Sutton Coldfield. 

APRIL 1.—Kingston-on-Thames.—The Council in- 
vites tenders for road materials, cement, tar, oils, &c. 
and for the hire of steam rollers and water carts. 
Particulars of Mr. A. Dryland, County Surveyor, 
Kingston-on-Thames. 

APRIL 1.—Rhondda.—MATERIALS.—The Rhondda 
Urban District Council, Gas and Water Department, 
invite tenders for the supply of white lwmp lime, 
fire bricks, Silica bricks, oils, &c. Forms of tender of 
Mr. Octavius Thomas, Engineer, Gas and Water 
Offices, Pentre, Rhondda. 

APRIL 2.—Aylesbury.—ROAD MATERIALS.—The 
R.D.C. invites tenders for granite and slag. Form of 
tender of Mr. R. T. Stewart, surveyor, 21, Walton- 
street, Aylesburv. 

APRIL 2.—Grantham.—RoOAD MATERIALS.—The 
Kesteven County Council invites tenders for granite 
and slae and tarred macadam. Forms of tender of 
Mr. W. B. Purser, County Surveyor’s Office, Grantham. 

AprRIL 2.—London.—GRANITE SETTS.—The London 
County Council invites tenders for the supply of 
eranite setts, for use in the Tramways Department 
for period of twelve and alternatively six calendar 
months. Particulars from the General Manager, 
London County Council Tramways, 23, Belvedere 
road, Lambeth, S.E. 1. 

APRIL 2—London.—WooD Paving BLocks.—The 
London County Council invites tenders for the supply 
of wood paving blocks for use in the tramways Depart- 
ment, for a period of three months. Particulars from 
the General Manager, London County Council Tram- 
wavs, 23, Belvedere-read, Lambeth, S.E. 1. 

APRIL. 2.—Easingwold—ROAD MATERIAL —The 
Rural District Council of Easingwold invite tenders 
for supplying whinstone, slag, &c. Mr. F. J. H. 
Robinson, Workhouse, Easingwold. 

ApriIt 2.—Northallerton.—ROAD MATERIALS.—The 
Northallerton Rural District Council invite tenders 
for the supply and haulage of whinstone, limestone, 
slag, &c. Forms for tender from Mr. Geo. Easdale, 
Highway Surveyor, Northallerton. ‘ 

ApriL 3.—Leicester—MATERIALS.—The Corpora- 
tion invite tenders for the supply of the materials 
required in the various municipal purposes. Forms 
of tender of Mr. E. G. Mawbey, Borough Engineer, 
Town Hall, Leicester. Deposit 10s. 

AprRIL 5.—Clown.—ROAD MATERIALS.—The R.D.C. 
invites tenders for slag and granite. Forms of tender 
of Mr. J. T. Pears, Surveyor, Hollin Hill, Clown, 
Chesterfield. 

APRIL 5.—Newport (Isle of Wight). ROAD MATERIALS. 
—The Isle of Wight R.D.C. invites tenders for road 
materials. Form of tender of Mr. H. E. Stratton, 
Clerk, 30, Pyle street, Newport, I.W. 

APRIL 7.—London.—IRONMONGERY, &¢.—Trinity 
House invites tenders for the supply of ironmongery, 
tinware, &c., required for the year. Forms of tender 
at the House, London, E.C. 3. 

APRIL 8.—Faversham.—ROAD MATERIALS.—The 
Faversham Rural District Council invite tenders for 
the supply of pit flints (broken), shingle and fine 
gravel. Form of tender of Mr. J. G. Chittenden, 
District Surveyor,” Ashford-road, Faversham. 

APRIL 14.—Tenterden.—ROAD MATERIALS.—The 
Tenterden Rural District Council invites tenders for 
the supply of granite, Kentish ragstone, beach. Forms 
of tender of Mr. W. L. C. Turner, District Surveyor 
Tenterden. 

No DATE.—Hemsworth.—Roap MATERIALS.—The 
Rural District Council of Hemsworth invite tenders for 
the supply of broken and unbroken whinstone, lime- 
stone, granite and dross. Forms of tender of Mr. 
T. H. Richardson, surveyor, Hemsworth, Wakefield. 


ENGINEERING, IRON AND STEEL. 


Marcu 31.—Gartsherrie—BrinGE WorK.—The 
directors of the Caledonian Railway Company invite 
tenders for the work to be executed in the renewal 
of. an underbridge at Balornock and an overbridge 
at Gartsherrie. Specifications at the office of the 
Company’s Engineer, Buchanan-street Station, Glas- 
gow. Deposit £2 2s. 
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APRIL 1.—Cairo.—Pumps.—The Egyptian Ministry 
of Public Works, Cairo, invite tenders for the supply 
and delivery of nine centrifugal pumps, for Atf Pumping 
Station. Specification (price 10s. 3d.) of Sir A. L. 


Webb, K.C.M.G., Inspecting Engineer to the Egyptian - 


Westminster, S.W é 

APRIL 1.—St. Dennis,—DrVIATION.—The Great 
Western Railway Co. invites tenders for the deviation 
of about one mile of the St. Dennis Branch Railway, 
Cornwall. Quantities at the ‘Engineer's Office, Ply- 
mouth, North-road, Station. 

APRIL 1.—Tralee.—RETORTS.—The Tralee Urban 
District Council invite tenders for the renewal of four 
beds of retorts. Specification of Mr. M. O'Connor, 
Clerk, Urban Couneil Chambers, Tralee. 

APRIL 1.—London.—RAILWAY MATERIALS.—The 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway Co. invite tenders 
for the supply of steel rails and fishplates, steel fish- 
bolts, &c., tie bars, bibs and cotters, cranked fish- 
plates, wheels and axles and steel axles, helical and 
volute springs, tyre retaining rings and bolts, and 
galvanised corrugated sheets. Specifications of Mr. 
R. H. Walpole, 48, Copthall-avenue, E.C. Fees for 
different specifications range from 5s, to £1. 


and Sudanese Government, Queen Anne’s-chambers, 
a 


ROAD, SANITARY, AND WATER 
WORKS. 


MARCH 29.—Tadcaster.—ROADS.—The. Rural Dis- 
trict Council invite tenders for putting in a 6 in. 
concrete foundation and paving with granite setts, 
and, in the alternative, tar-bound material, certain 
streets in Tadcaster. Also separate tenders for the 
necessary drainage. Specifications of Mr. Geo. A 
Bromet, Clerk to the Council, Tadcaster. 

MaRCH 31—Port Glasgow.—ROADS.—The Town 
Council invite tenders for widening, metalling, and 
rolling at Glasgow-road, Port Glasgow; also for 
excavating trenches, laying and jointing a 15 in. 
cast iron gas main and branches, and a 6 in. cast 
iron water main and branches and relative works 
also in Glasgow-road. Specifications from Mr. James 
Murray, Burgh Surveyor, Anderson-street, Port 
Glasgow. 

APRIL 1.—Lewisham.— Woop PAvinc.—The Lewis- 
ham Borough Council invites tenders for preparing 
foundations and laying about 3,000 superficial yards 
of wood paving in Loampit Vale and High-street. 
Specifications of the Surveyor, Town Hall, Catford. 

APRIL 1.—Lewisham.—TAaR SPRAYING.—The Lewis- 
ham Borough Council invite tenders for tar spraying 
the roads in the borough. Specifications of the Borough 
Surveyor, Town Hall, Catford. 

APRIL 7.—Chelmsfordi—Roaps.—The Chelmsford 
Corporation invite tenders for the construction of 
certain road works at the Borough Cemetery. Speci- 
fications of Mr. Percival T. Harrison, Borough Engineer. 
Municipal Offices, Chelmsford. 

No DATE.—Burslem.—CLEARING SITE.—Tenders are 
invited for clearing shraff from building site and 
depositing within 50 yards area approximately 20 
yards by 26 yards, average depth of 5 feet. Applica- 
tions to Messrs. Watkin & Adams, Architects, Burslem. 

No DAtTE.—Ely.—ExcavATIONS.—Tenders are in- 
vited for the excavation of about 1} ‘miles of main 
drain. Particulars of Mr. EF. G. Crocker, engineer, Ely. 

No DATE.—Ipswich.—DREDGING.—The Corporation 
invite tenders for deepening the arm of the River Liffey 
adjacent to the electric power house. Particulars of 
Mr. F. Ayton, electrical engineer, Ipswich. 


Fuction Sales, 


%* MARCH 31.—London, S.E.—Messrs. Marten & 
Carnaby will sell at ‘ Thornleigh,” 26, Sydenham 
Hill, S.E., timber and building materials from the 
demolition of the above modern mansion; large 
quantity of Portland, York and other stone. Par- 
ticulars and catalogues of the Auctioneers, adjoining 
Dulwich Station (S.E. & C. Rly.), Thurlow Park-road, 
8.E.21. P 

* APRIL 7 (at 12 o’clock).—Shaw (near Oldham).— 
Messrs. Geo. N. Dixon & Co. will sell the whole of the 
Contractors’ plant, building material. electric cable and 
fittings, &c., at Lilac Mill. Particvlers and catalogues 
from the Auctioneers, 41, Castle-street, Liverpool. 

APRIL 8& (6.30).—Greyhound Hotel, Croydon.— 
About 14 Acres of Building Land.—Particulars from 
Auctioneers, King & Everall, Purley and Croydon. 

%* APRIL 8 AND FOLLOWING DAYs.—Hollinwood (near 
Manchester).—By order of Messrs. Trollope & Colle, 
Ltd., acting for the Director of Factory Constructior, 
Messrs. G. N. Dixon & Co. will sell new building 
material, contractors’ plant and electric cable, &c. 
Particulars and catalogues from Messrs. Trollope & 


Colls. Ltd.. Gorse Mill No. 2, Hollinwood, Oldham , 


or of the Auctioneers, 41, Castle-street, Liverpeol. 

APRIL 9, 10, 11.—Hampshire.—Messrs. Geering & 
Colyer are favoured with instructions from the 
Canadian Government to sell at the Canadian Ordnance 
Depot, Longmoor road, Liphook, Hants, Army Stores . 
including about 35,000 run of new timber, 250 hard- 
wood chesses, 2-ft. gauge light railway, 100 pairs of 
prismatic binoculars, and numerous other effects. 
Catalogues of auctioneers. Price 6d. Ashford, Kent 
and Rye, Sussex. 

APRIL 14.—London.—Messrs. Fuller, Horsey, Sons 
& Cassell will sell in one lot, at Winchester House, 
Old Broad-street, E.C., freehold waterside brickfield 
building frontage over 1,000 ft.: total area 30 acres. 
Particulars, plans and conditions of Messrs. Batchelor 
& Cousins, Solicitors, 2, Pancras-lane, E.C.; of F. A. 
Sargant, Esq., Solicitors, Reading; and of the 
Auctioneers, 11, Billiter-square, E.C. 

%* APRIL 14.—Manchester.—Meesrs. Fuller, Horsey, 
Sons & Cassell will include in their sale at the Govern- 
ment Factory for Assembling American Aircraft, 
Hollinwood, Oldham, Manchester, new five-ton loco. 
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crane, new woodworking machinery, &c. Catalogues 
(1s. each) of the Superintendent at the works; or of 
the Auctioneers, 11, Billiter-square, E.C. 3. 

APRIL 14,—Reading.—Messrs. Fuller, Horsey, 
Sons & Cassell will sell, in one lot, at Winchester House, 
Old Broad-street, E.C,, freehold waterside brickfield 
total area of thirty acres, Particulars with plans an 
conditions of sale may be had of Messrs. Batchelor & 
Cousins, Solicitors, 2, Pancras-lane, E.C.; of Mr. 
F. A. Sargant, Solicitor, Reading; and of the Auc- 
tioneers, Valuers and Surveyors, 11, Billiter-square, 

. 3. 


x ApRIL 15.—Winchester.—Messrs. Gudgeon & Sores 
have been favoured with instructions from Chief 
Engineer, Southern Command, to sell at Thirsby Park, 
neat Winchester, building material, comprising a@ 
timber and corrugated. iron hospital with wards, 
operating room; also large quantity of hutting 
material, &c, Catalogues 1s, when ready of auctioneers, 
The Auction Mart, Winchester. 

MAY 1.—Grand Hotel, Birmingham.—Mr. Duncan 
d. Feiien will sell in one lot the extensive freehold 
roperty known as Hamblet’s Blue Brick Co., Ltd., 
and 135 acres of freehold surface land, with 20 cottages, 
2 shops and 2 farm holdings, &e, Also the plant, tools, 
stores, and stacks of bricks, with the goodwill, trade- 
marks, and registered designs of Hamblett’s Blue 
Brick Co., Ltd. Particulars, plans, and conditions 
of sale, from the Auctioneer, 2, Priory Street, Dudley. 


“ Competitions. 


MARCH 31.—Carlisle.—-MONUMENT.—The™~ Corpora- 
tion invite designs for monument -as war memorial. 
Particulars of Mr. H, C. Marks, city surveyr, Carlisle. 

MarcH 31.—Lymington.—OBELISK.—The Memorial 
Committee invite designs and estimates for an obelisk. 
as war memorial. Cost not to exceed £200. Mr. H. 
E. Tizard, town clerk, Town Hall, Lymington, Hants. 

Apri, 30.—Bristol—W ORKMEN’S DWELLINGS.—The 
Housing Extensions and Town Planning Committee 
of the Citv Council invite designs from architects 
practising in the counties of Somerset, Dorset, Wilts, 
and Gloucester, for the ‘erection of 5,000 workmen's 
dwellings. The Committee offer: 3 premiums of 
£250 each; 8 premiums of £150 each ; and 6 premiums 
of £50 each. Particulars of the City Engineer, 63 
Queen-square, Bristol. Deposit, £1 1s. i 

*MAY 5.—Ipswich.—The Borough Council are 
prepared to receive competitive designs for laying out 
land on the lines of a modified garden citv. Premiums, 
50, 30, and 20 guineas. Copv and conditions of plan 
can be obtained from the Town Clerk, Ipswich, on 
pavment of half a guinea, which will be returned on 
receipt of a bona-fide design. 

No Datr.—Newcastle.—The Housing Committee 
of the Newceastle-on-Tyne Corporation will receive 
competitive designs for laying out portion of their 
Walker Estate on garden area lines, containing about 
112 acres. Premiums of £100, £50, and ‘25. Condi- 
tions of plan of site from Town Clerk, and deposit of 
£1 1s. A.M. Oliver, Town Clerk, Town Hall, New- 
castie-on-Tyne. 

No Datv.—Baildon.—Hovstne.—The Baildon Ur- 
ban District Council invite applications from architects 
willing te submit competitive plans for a housing 
scheme to provide about a hundred houses on ten 
acres of land. Competition under the rules of the 
Roval Institute of British Architects. Names to 
Mr. J. Bentlev, Clerk to the Urban District Council, 
Baildon, Yorkshire. 

No Darr.—Newark.—The War Memorial Com- 
mittee of Collingham, Newark, invite designs for a 
memorial cross to be erected of Cornish granite. or 
suitable stone, £10 is offered for the premiated design. 
For porticulars apply to Mr. W. O. Merry, Collingham, 
Newark. | 


Public Appointments. 


Marcu 31.—Crewe.—The Crewe Corporation 
invite applications for the appointment of a borough 
surveyor. Salary £400 pef annum. The applicant 
must devote the whole of his time to the service of the 
Corporation. Applications must be delivered or sent 
to me under cover, and endorsed “* Borough Surveyor,” 
Harold 8. K. Feltham, Town Clerk, Municipal Offices, 
Crewe. 

APRIL 8.—Willesden.—The Willesden District 
Council are prenared to receive applications for the 
appointment of Building Inspector, and also Inspector 
for carrving out duties devolving upon the Council 
under the Petroleum Acts and Factory and Workshops 
Acts, &c. Salarv £200 per annum as Building In- 
spector, with £50 per annum for additional duties. 
Avplications to Mr. Ben Haylor, Acting Engineer to 
the Council, Public (Offices, Dyre-road, Kilburn, 
N.W.6. ! \ 
Apr 12.—Rotherham.—The County Borough of 
Rotherham require immediately an expert quantity 
survevor (London system). Temporary appointment. 
Anniications endorsed ‘ Quantity Surveyor” by letter 
to Mr. Charles L, des Forges, Town Clerk, Town Hall, 
Rotherham. 

%& APRIL 14.—Chelmsford.—The Essex County Council 
require Chief Clerk in the County Architect’s Dept. 

APRIL 26.—Ipswich.—The Town Council invite 
applications from duly qualified persons for the 
appointment of Borough Engineer and Surveyor. 
Age not to exceed 45 years. Salarv £500 per annum. 
Applications endorsed “ Borough Engineer,” to Will 
Bantoft, Town Clerk, Town Hall, Ipswich. 

*No DATE.—East Africa.—The Government of the 
East Africa Protectorate for the Ukanba Native 
Schools require carpentrv instructor for a tour of 
service of not less than 20, or more than 30 “months. 
Salary £200, rising by £10 to £250 per annum. Apply 
by ietter, giving necessarv particulars to Crown 


P 


Agents for the Colonies, 4, Millbank, 8,W. 1. 
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PROPOSED NEW BUILDINGS AND OTHER WORKS.* 


In these lists care is taken to ensure the accuracy of the information given, but j; 
occasionally happen that, owing to building owners taking the responsibility of commimencing bane 
before plans are finally approved by the local authorities, roposed’’ works, at the time of 


ublication, have been see commenced. Abbreviations :— 


rban District Council; R.D. 


for Rural District Council; E.C. for Education Ccmmittee ; 


-C. for Town Council; U.D¢. for 
LGB. 


for Local Government Board; B.G. for Board of Guardi ; L.C.C. ounce; 
B.C. for Borough Council; and P.C. for Parish Council. panies res recreate amg oma 


ALDERLEY.—It has been decided to erect a cottage 
hosnital at Alderley Edge with money received from 
the Baerlein Trust. The executors of the late Mr. Otto 
Baerlein have intimated that they will be able to hand 
over about £18. > : 

Y ASHFORD.—At a vestry meeting it was decided to 

apply for a faculty to erect a rood screen and tablet 

as a war memorial in the parish church, 

Briga.—The U.D.C. has decided to purchase two 
fields for housing purposes from the authorities of 
Clere College. 

WCAMBFRWELL.—Plans passed by B.C. :—Extensions 

to Camberwell Green Estate Dwellings, for Mr. V. 
Wilkin. 

CHSTERFIFLD.—Mr. G. L. Pepler, inspector of the 
L.G.B., has held an enquiry into the application of the 
T.C. to prepare a town planning scheme for the Boy- 
thorne area. 

CooKFERMOUTH.—It has been decided to erect a 
monnment in the Harris Park as a war memorial, at 
a cost of £1,500. , 

Firry.—A Commission of the Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries has recently visited Filey to inquire 
into the possibilities of the construction of a large 
harhour there. 

“ Gtascow.—The Special Committee of Glasgow 
cornoration on Housing and General Town Improve- 
ment has anrroved plans by the city engineer for houses 
pronosed to be built at. Coplawhill, Kennyhill, Riddrie, 
and Blackhill. Mr. Nisbet was anthorised to submit 
the-nlans fo the L.G.B.,, and meantime to proceed with 
the construction of the roads and sewers necessary. 
“Grri«sry.—A sub-committee has been appointed 
to eonsider the building of a new hospital, a con- 
valesecent home, or the enlargement of the present 
hosnital as a town’s peace memorial. ;' 
“WHATHERSEG?,—At a meting of the inhabitants it 
was derided to erect, an institute in the village. 
“*HemMsworry.—The R.D.C. is asking the sanction 
of the 7..4.B, to spend £9.917 in acquiring land for 
the building of honses, The places are :—Brierley 
(two schemes), £2,860 (57,212 square yards), and 
£1,204 (5.289 aeres); Shafton, £2,153 (8,899 acres) ; 
Rvhill, £235 (4,925 square yards); Hermsworth (three 
schemes). £2.0564 (20a. 2r. 11p., £502 (2,075 acres), 
and £292 (5,856 square yards); Ackworth, £512 
(5,586 sanare yards). 

Hitt Enp.—The Hertfordshire C.C. has approved 
of an exnenditure of £1,662 for providing additional 
accommodation at the asvlum. 

“TOTMEWOON.—The Chesterfield Wesleyan Circuit 
has given nermission to the Holmewood society to 
nroceed with the new church, which*was hung up hy 
the war, at an estimated cost of £4,000, 

Huti.—The Bridges Committee of the Corporation 
has derided to insert a clanse in the next Parliamentary 
Bill for the rebuilding of the North Bridge. The scheme 
hefore the war waa estimated to cost £112,000, to-day 
the estimate is £295.000, It provides a 70 ft. straight 
road from St. Phillin’s Church in Charlotte-street, 
entting throneh Trinpett-street and Wincolmlee, 
crossing the River Hull, and terminating at Cleveland, 
street in Witham. 
¥Lerns.—Mr. W, H. Collin, an inspector of the L.G.B, 
has held an inanirv into the application of the Corpora- 
tion for sanction to horrow sums amounting to £61,1€0 
for the purchase of three sites—at Crossgates, the 
Flawksworth Wood Estate, and the Wyther House 
Fstate, Armlev—for the purpose of carrying out 
aechemes for the erection of houses under Part III of the 
Fonsine of the Working Classes Act, The Crossgates 
site comprises 814 acres, the Wyther House site 534 
acres and the Hawksworth Wood site 65 acres. There 
is in addition at Hawksworth Wood 58 acres which 
alreadv belong to the Corporation, and will be used in 
carrving out the schemes. It is pronosed to pay £300 
an acre for the lard and to erect ten houses to the acre. 
“¥Mi1n-GLAMORGAN.—Bridgend, Penvbont, Maesteg, 
and the Ogmore and Garw district: councils have held a 
conference to consider the anestion of going in for a 
joint scheme for the construction of a trunk sewer to the 
sea to serve the whole of those districts. It was agreed 
that the authorities renresented should be asked to 
allow their surveyors and engineers to meet and prepare 
a ronah scheme, showing estimated cost, and that a 
further conference be held when this tentative scheme 
was ready, 

_-ANORMANTON.—A L.G.B. inauirv has been neld into 
an application bv the U.D.C. to borrow £4,000 for the 
purposes of sewage works improvement. , 

ORSETT.—The U.D.C. has acquired 8 acres of land 
in the parish of Avelev, for housing purposes, and 
has also agreed to apvly to the L.G.B. for sanction 
to borrow £1,990 for the purchase of 8 acres in Little 
Th rrock for similar purposes. 

PADTRAM.—Plans for the erection of two” hangars 
on Hargrove Farm, near Padiham, have been sub- 
mitted to the U.D.C. in connection with a proposed 
station on the route between Viverpool and Scar- 
horonch, selected hv the Great Western Aerial Co. 

F PAISLFV.—The Dean of Guild Court has given the 
Palace, Pictnre FHonse Co. permission to convert 


‘ pronerty at 99, High-street into a picture house with 


accommodation for 1,000 neople. 

}“PoOPLAR.—DPrainage plans passed by B.C. :—~at 
Britannia Works, Carnenters-road, for Messrs. Andrews 
& Peascod ; at L.G.O.C. garage, Athol-street, for Mr. 


* See also our List of Competitions, Contracts, ete, 















J. E. Ashby ; at Leven-road, for Messrs. Joseph Darb 
& Co., Ltd.; at 35 and 37, Bow-road, for Messrs 
Hammond & Miles. 

RYE.—The T.C: has decided to build 20 new houses 
under its housing scheme. An application has also 
been received from Messrs. Ellis Bros. for !case of 
land on which to build 20 houses. 

ST. HELENS.—Mr. Collin, inspector of the L.G.B. 
has held an inquiry into the application of the ( orpora- 
tion for leave to borrow £45,000 for the purchase of the 
Windlehurst Estate, comprising 105 acres. Tlic Mayor 
said about 1,100 houses were required at once. Messrs 
Pilkington Brothers had a scheme and proposed to build 
4,000 houses, but only 400 would be provided imme- 
diately. This left 700 houses to be provided by the 
Corporation, and they proposed to build 720 houses on 
the estate, which was offered on a basis of its provisional 
valuation at a cost of £400 an acre. The Corporation 
proposed to use 60 acres for houses which at 12 to the 
acre would give the 720 required. 

SCARBOROUGH.—Final approval has been given by 
the T.C. to the general plans for the reconstruction of 
the Scarborough Aquarium, at an estimated cost of 
between £150,000 and £200,000. 

SEDGLEY.—The U.D.C. has adopted a report of the 
Housing Commmittee recommending acceptance of the 
Beacon site and the Robert-street site, capable of 
accommodating respectively 400 and 150 houses. The 
sub-committee had been asked to look also for a site at 
Gornal Wood suitable for the erection of 150 or 200 
dwellings. 

SHREWSBURY.—At a meeting of the County War 
Memorial Committee it was reported that in regard 
to the previous decision that the memorial should 
take the form of assisting the Royal Salop Infirmary 
and the Shropshire Surgical Home, the chairmen of 
the committees of both institutions said they had 
decided to drop the idea of extending existing hospitals, 
and to unite in providing an auxiliary hospital to both 
institutions on a new site, probably near the borough 
of Shrewsbury. The suggestion was approved. 

STOKE.—The R.D.C., having decided upon & 
housing scheme in their district and the immediate 
erection of 20 houses, have “appointed Mr. Joseph 
Beardmore architect, and have also elected him to 
be the surveyor to the Council. 

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA.—Plans passed by T.C. :—Two 
bungalows, Blenheim-crescent, for Mr. F. W. Golds- 
worthy ; store and cual shed, Seacombe Lodge, Old 
Leigh-road, for Mr. A. J. Holladay ; bungalow, North- 
street, Prittlewell. for Mr. G. F. Cattell: tve lares, 
Tvrrell-drive, for Mr. E. J. Adams ; laundry stable and 
ho1s¢, Station-road, Thorpe Bay, for Messrs. J. Sumner 
& Co 


STRETFORD.—As a preliminary to the general housing 
scheme the U.D.C. has rerolved to erect 17 houses on 
land in Henriette-street. and has applied to the L.G.B. 
to borrow £11.604 fcr the purpose. Plans passed :— 
Additions to Srringfield, 9, Edge-lane. for Mr. E. Long- 
shaw; addition to works, Ashburton-road, for the 
British Reinforced Concrete Fng. Co., Ltd. : alters tions 
to boiler house. Trafford Wharf-road, for the British 
Oil and Cake Mills, Itd.; extensions to works, First 
avenue, for the Ford Motor Co. (England) Ltd.; saw 
mill, sheds, offices, &c., Elevator-road, for Messrs. G, 
Mason & Co.. Ltd.: factory, South of Ashburton-road, 
for the Menchester Match Co., Itd.: canteen, Westing- 
house-road, for Messrs. Redpath, Brown & Co., Ltd.; 
warehouse extension, Trafford Wharf-road, for the 
Manchester Ship Canal Co. ; additions and alterations 
to works, Fmpress-street, for the United Brassfounders 
and Engineers, Ltd. 

SWANSFA.—Plans passed by T.C. :—Garage, Bryn 
cerrig, Ffynone, for Mr. W. H. Brown; additions, 
231, Oxford-street, for Mr. Wm. Reed ; additions, 
4, Gwydr Crescent, for Mr. Eastman ; alterations - 
additions, Jewish Synagogue, Prince of Wales-r0a¢, 
for the Trustees. ; 

WANDSWORTH.—Drainage plans passed by B.C. 
By Messrs. J. Garrett & Son, sanitary improvemel® 
&c., at 173, High-street, Putney; and for erection . 
addition to Messrs. Ayling’s premises, The Embete 
ment, Putney: by Messrs. E. A. Roome & (0. : 
erection of boiler-house at rear of Stanley Cottage 
Gonsalva-road, Clapham North; by Messrs. W. ; 
Lorden & Son, for erection of addition to gardend 
cottage and garage at Ravenswood, West Hill, Sou to 
field: by Mr. W. L. Cook, for erection of addition 
garage at 47, Streatham Hill; by Messrs. Tree = 
Co.. for partial re-drainage of 15, Cedars-road, ‘ lap rn 
North: by Mr. C. E. Brown, for re-drainace of by 
90 and 92, Wirtemberg-street, Clapham Nort) ; - 
Messrs. Golds Bros., for erection of three Rew 
79, 81 and 83, Hazelbourne-road, Balham, tee ot 
of stables at rear thereof, and erection of water-¢ > 
addition to such stables; by Messrs. F. Troy © *o" 


for re-drainage of Telford Garage, 47, Streatham — j 
and by Mr. F. Manning, for re-drainage of 1/". Ya 


partial re-drainage of 166, 168 and 170, Trinity 


Springfield. ae P 
PWREXFAM.—The trustees of the William and Jobe 
Jones Trust have decided to give a free Ra alee 

£50,000 for the erection of a war memorial in'rm 


for Wrexham and East Denbighshire. 


FIRES. 
SHEFFIELD.—A fire has occurred at the promises 
Of, Messrs. J. Rodgers & Sons, Pond Hill. e «-—~ 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS.* 


[Owing to the exceptional circumstances ‘which prevail at the present time, prices of materials should be confirmed by Inquiry. 
The Minister of Munitions announces that the Building Bricks Control Order of April, 1918, is now completely suspended.—Ed.] 


WOOD (Continued). 


BRICKS, &c, 
Per 1,000 Alongside, in River Thames 


up to London Bridge. £ 6s. d. 
Best StOCKS 2. ccccccsccscccccccecssoe as .*e 
Per 1000, Delivered at London Goods Stations. 
£s. d. £ 6. 
Flettons .....- 29 6 Best Blue 
Best Stour- Pressed Staf- 
bridge Fire fordshire ... 718 6 
brick8 ...... 5 © Do. Bullnose.. 8 3 6 
Guazep BRIGKS— Blue Wire Cuts 6:3 6 
Beat White, D’ble Str’tch’ra 24 17 6 
Ivory, and D’ble Headers 21 17 6 
Salt Glazed One Side and 
Stretchers .. 19 7 6 two Ends .. 2517 6 
fleaders....... 18 17 6 Two Sides an 
Quoins, Bull- one End .... 26 17 6 
pose and 4tin. Splays and 
DE sccnman 2217 6 Squints..... mF ¢é 


Second Quality, £1 per 1.000 less than best. 
Glazed bricks priced at so much each, 50 per cent. 
advance on list. 


a d. 
Thames Ballast ........ 17 0 per yard, delivered 
Pit Sand .......0. cote 
Thames Sand ......+.+. = ar 2 miles 
Best Washed Sand ...... ae: Uo radius 
{in. Shingle for Ferro- Padding- 
Concrete .....- obanaes 4 4 «o “so ton. 
} in. ’ ta] °° ” 
Per ton, delivered in London area. 
£ s.-d. £ s. d. 
Best Portland Cement ...... 3 8 0 311 0 


Do. 61/- alongside at Vauxhall in 80-ton lots: 
Ferrocrete 2s. 6d. per ton extra on above. 
Best Ground Blue Lias Lime 2 2 6 at riy. depot. 
NoTE.—The cement or lime 1s exclusive of the ordinary 
charge for sacks. The sacks are charged at 2s. 6d. 
each and credited at 2s. each if returned in good 
condition within three months. 


Grey Stone Lime ...... 55s. Od. per ton delivered. 
Stourbridge Fireclay in s’cks 37s. 6d. per ton at rly. dpt. 
STONE. 


BaTH StONE—delivered in railway trucks at s. d. 
Westbourne Park, Paddington, G.W.R., or 


South Lambetn, G.W.R.. per ft. cube....... 2 0 
Do. do. delivered in railway trucks at Nine 
Elms, L. & S.W.R.. per ft. cube .......... 2 13 


Do. do. delivered on road-waggons at Nine Elms 


DD sicvqubesewas oa daew ks bese Ceeeks 2 2} 
PORTLAND STONE— 
Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Nine Elms, L.& 8.W.R., South Lambeth 
Station, G:W.R., and Mileage Station 
Sf a eer 2 103 
Do, do. delivered on road waggons at above 
SNORE, DOT Pe os. 6/000 005 6s00s%00 2113 


White basebed, 2d. per ft. cube extra. 
Note.—d. ft. cube extra for every foot over 20 ft. 


average. 
RaNnbomM BLOokKS—Per rn Cube, delivered at aty-Dows. 
8. d. 


s. d. 
210 # £Closeburn 
Freestone ...... 3 

Red & White Mans- 
fieldrandom block 4 8 
3 9 


Ancaster in blocks 
Beer in blocks... 1 9 
Grinshill in blocks 2 6 


Darley Dale in 

blocks ........ 210 Yellow Magnesian 

. Limestone do. do 

YORK STONE, BLUE—Robin Hood Quality. 

____ Delivered at any Goods Station London. 
Scappled random blocks ....... Per Ft. Cube 
6 in, sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 

30 ft. super.) .....isccccccce er Ft. Super 
6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto ” 
3 in. sawn two sides slabs (random sizea) ,, 
2 in. to 2} in. sawn one side slabs 
(random sizes) .........0seccsceces »» 
4 in. to 2 in. ditto, ditto ..........0- i 

ARD YORK— 

Delivered at any Goods Station London. 
Scappled random blocks ........ Per Ft. Cube 
6 in. sawn two sides landing to sizes (under 40ft. 

SE Seiad odioureence ck gee Per Ft. Super 

Sin. rubbed two sides ditto’.......... * 
in. sawn two sides slabs(random sizes) me 
2 in. self-faced random flags ..Per Yard Super 


Wwoobp. 
TIMBER CONTROL ORDER, 1918. 


Pursuant to paragraph 3 of the Timber Control Order, 
1918, the Controller of Timber Supplies hereby gives 
Aotice that until further notice the following shall be 
the maximum prices at which imported timber may be 


“PS Pe Oe 
~~ 
= ce _—— Ce 


or oe 
-_ 
oroo oc 


sold. These prices are per standard landed and in store. 
WHITE SEA REDWOOD. 
1st 2nd ss 3rd 4th 
1 
Lches £ 8. £ 8. £& s. £ s. 
49 10 47 10 


x 11 56410 5210 

5010 4810 4510 4310 
4710 4510 4210 4010 
p-4 10 4510 4210 4010 


4 5310 5110 4810 4610 
4 48 46 0 43 0 41 0 
t 46-0 44 0 41 39 0 
4 


KRXKXKKXXXXXOSKKKKKKK 


BO PS PO PO PO FS PS FS 10 19 8S BD Ce So Oe Cl ee 


x 4410 4210 40 0 38 0 
UNSORTED ee at 3rd Archangel Red- 


de, let and Sot At ils, oxtes. 
Senate: iat ond Sos. 2 ies, ox 





v4 


to DO PD PO NOS 69 Go © 
SSSSSSXxXxF 


Per 100ft. super. 
lfin. P.E. at 60/- 


WHITE SEA WHITEWOOD. 
2nd and 


eeeeee 


ltin, P.E. at 50/- 


lin. P.E. at 40/— 


fin. P.E. at 35/- 
T. & G. and Match Lining at 6d. per square extra, 
PLANED BOARDS—11 in., £45 per standard; 10 in., 


£43 per standard ; 


£41 per 


x 6 and down 


standard. 


9 in., £43 per standard ; 


41 10 
Boards, £1 extra per std. 
FEATHER EDGED BOARDS, £40 10s. per std. 
SAWN LATHS, 3s. per bundle. 

U/S SLATING BATTENS (yellow and white and 
strips), £35. 
SWEDISH AND NORWEGIAN FLOORING AND 

MATCHING. 


U/S Red and White. 
Per 100 ft. super 
i. P.E. at 30/- 
ip. P.E, at 25/6 
tin. P.E. at 20/6 


Srd 
unso 

£58 £ 8 
50 0 47 0 
46 0 43 
44 10 41 10 
41 10 38 10 
41 10 88 10 
40 10 37.10 
40 10 37 10 
39 10 36 10 
89 10 86 10 


YELLOW PINE. 
2nd 


se eee eeeee 


ee 


eee e ee eeee 


ist 


oooocoeceo:.: 


£ 


cooococoo? 


8 in., 


3rd 4th 

& 8. s & 
50 10 44 0 
48 10 44 0 
44 0 42 0 
43 0 41 0 
42 0 39 O 
42 0 39 «+O 
40 0 + 37 0 


For complete specification and controlled prices, see 
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Dry Wainscot Oak, per ft. 


super, asipch ....... es 8 8 .. oan 
Zin. do. do. i) 2 ae “ea awe 
Dry Mahogany—Honduras, 
Tabasco, African, per 
ft. super, asincn .... 03 0 040 
Cuba. Mahogany....... 9 8 0 04 0 
Teak (Rangoon, Moulmein 
or Java). perload.. .. 70 0 0 8 0 0 
American Whitewood 
planks, perft.cube .. 1 8 0 ‘ 110 0 
Scotch Glue, perib. ..... a: Ss See atte 
Liqud Glue, pint ...... 03 83 2 a 
Per 1,000 
TILES. f.o.r. London 
Best machine-made tiles from Broseley or £ 8, d 
Staffordshire district............eeee.- « 6 866 
Ditto hand-made ditto.............. 6 7 6 
Ornamental ditto ....ccccccccccccccces -- 610 0 
014 0 


Hip and valley tiles (per dozen) 


METALS. 


JOISTS, GIRDERS, ANGLES, C.I. COLUMNS, &o. 
(Prices controlled by Ministry of Munitions.) 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBES AND FiTTINGS— 
(Discount off List for lot of not less than £4 net 

value delivered direct from works. 
carriage forward if sent from Loudon stocks.) 


Steam 


Galvanised Gas .. 
Water 


: - 
2. 
3 fo. 
3} in. 
4in. 


RAIN- WATER PIPES, 


eee eeeteeeee 
eeeeeeeeee 


5 


per cent. leas 


Sizes up to and Sizes 
including 2 in. 2} in. to 6 in. 
Tubes. Fittings. Tubes. Fittings. 
25 —C ee 324 
173 27 25 30 
10 25 20 27% 
2) 22) 7% 8625 
+7} 20 .... Net. ‘22% 
17% ....4+7% 20 


Steam + 17} 


L.C.C. COATED SOIL PipEsS—London Prices ex works, 
Bends, stock Branches, 


per yd.in 6 fts.. 


&O 


2in, per yd. in 6fts. plain 2 


+ ia, 
3 in. 
3$ in. 
4in. 


L.C.C. DRAIN PIPES,—9 ft, lengths. 
8s. 2d. i : 


é4in 
[Ron— 


Common Bars 


” ” 
” ” 
” 


ee 


Pipe. angles. stuck angles 
8. 8. d. 8. d, 
42 —- - 3 8 
49 3 56 = = . 
6 10 3 8 56 6 
6 6 47 6 6 
. 3S ae: oe 7 3 
Bends, stock Branches, 
Pipe. angies. stock angles 
s. d. 8. d 8. d. 
So. t an 2a 
ae | ‘t « 8 
3 8 oR Wee FS 
4 5 3 0 4 3 
410 3 6 5 8 


o* 


5in., 98. 7d. 


Staffordshire Crown Bars - 
good merchant quality 

Staffordshire ‘ Marked 
Bars ” 


Mild Steel Bars 


Steel Bars, Ferro-Concrete 
quality, basis price 
Hoop Iron, basis price 
Galvanised 
Sheet Iron Black— 
Ordinary sizes 


” 


> 


Sheet iron, Ga 
Ordinary sizes, 6 ft. b& 
2 ft. w 3 ft. to 20g. . 


”? 


20g... 
28 @. .. 
26g .. 


Ordinary sizes to 22 g. 


and : 


2ig 


eee ee ee ewes 


18 
20 


21 


19 
22 


- 


33 


23 
24 
25 


8. d. € ¢é 
10 0 to 1810 0O 


0 
0 
0 


0 


oo 


ooo ooo 


y - 

.38 00. — EF: 

34 0 0..3410 Of FE 
Z 


London Prices. 
- 6in., 11s. 9d, 
Per ton in London. 


d. 


so 10 0.6 


oe SL 0. 0 
ee 21410 0 


oo 36.90‘ 0 


23 10°90 


-- 2310 0 


Ivanised flat, ordinary qual 


- 2410 0 
0 


ity— 


Ordinary sizes to 26g... 36 0 0..3610 0 





METALS (Continued). 
Per ton in London. 
d £ad 


8. d. 
Sheet Iron, Galvanised, fat, 2 wr 
3 


Ordinary sizes to 20g. .. 5 Oo os 
ne » 22g. and Nominal 
BOG, <éonsneckssocn 36 0 O ..f prices. 
Ordinary sizesto26¢... 309 00 . 


Galvanised Corrugated Sheets— 
Ordinary sizes, 6 ft. to 


Oat: Se Micavecesstose 33 00... 
Ordinary sizes, 22 g. and -~ 
Sh di estan ddeedes 3310 @ ..f Pre 

Ordinary sizes, 26g..... 3210 0 omy. 
Best Soft Steel Sheets, 6 ft. 

by 2 ft. to 3 ft. to 20 g. . 

OE GE sc nos0eey) 0% $820 °O - co _ 
Best Soft Steel Sheets, 20 g. 

_ Leer - ir. 2 ss _ 
Best Soft Steel Sheets, 26g. 28 10 0 ° _ 
Cut Nails, 3 in. to6 in. .... me «a BRS 

(Under 3 in.. usual trade extras.) 
LEAD, &c. 
Delivered in London. 
LeaD—Sheet, English,4lb.  £ s. d. 
Ree 4100 .,, _ 
Pipe 0h GOND ccccccces , 2 2 DB “es - 
SOE TA. cnctewvesasese S6.3F 8 oc _ 


Compo pipe .....-.... 4610 0 .. _ 
NoTE—Country delivery, 26a. per ton extra ; lots under 
5 cwt., ls. 6d. per cwt. extra. Cut to sizes, 2s. 


Sidisat ei to 
ead, ex London area, } . _ 
G6 Te 000000 per ton } 2400 (.. 
Do.,, ex country, carriage } 25 0 _ 
forwatd...... per ton nad 
CopPpER— 
Strong Sheet....per lb. 0 2 3 oe -_ 
—- « soe 08 @ os = 
Copper nails ....- 4, ® 8 8s _ 
Copper wire .... 4 08 6@ «e = 
Tin—English Ingots ,, @ 8 6 we ~— 
SOLDER—Plumbers’ _,, So 3 Be ws — 
Tinmen’s........ ” 01656 .. _ 
Blowpipe ...... ee So @ 8 ve —_ 
GLASS. 


ENGLISH SHEET GLASS IN CRATES OF STOCK 
SIZES AND IN SQUARES IN ORDINARY SIZES, 


Per Ft. Per Ft. 
15 oz. fourths .... 7d. 32 oz. fourths 10d, 
— See 7$d. oo Clee wcccee lic, 
21 ,, fourths 8d. Fluted,Obscured and 
— Yee ae Enamelied Sheet, 
26 ,. fourths Od. 15 oz. alt: 
on eee 93d. 21 ,, Sad. 


” 
Extra price according to size and substance for 
squares cut from stock, 


ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE IN CRATES OF STOCK 


SIZES. Per Ft. 
Rolled plate (unobtainable) .........see6- — 
Kough rolled and rough cast plate.......... 6d. 
Rough rolled and rough cast-plate.........- 6id 





Figured Kolled, Oxford Rolled, Baltic, Oceanic, 
Arctic, Stippolyte, and small and large 
Flemish white 6 











OG aa 
Rolled Sheet .........-seee0e ‘ 
White Rolled Cathedral....... 
linted do. 
PAINTS, é&c. £6. 
Raw Linseed Oil in pos 996600 per gallon 9 6 O 
7” pe » in barrels.... » eS F 
“i on » in drums .... ae 2 ee 
Boiled ,, » in barrels.... pas 0 6 5& 
ee 9 ° in drums ... . ” 06 8 
Turpentine in barrels......... ° * 0 8 0 
" in drums (10 gall.) .. oo 08 3 
Genuine Ground English White Lead, perton 66 0 0 
(In not less than 5 cwt. casks.) 
GENUINE WHITE LEAD PAINT— 
“ Blackfriars,” ‘‘ Nine Elms,” “ Park,” 
and other best brands (in 14 Ib. tins) not 
less than 5 cwt. lots..per tondelivered 90 10 0 
Red Lead, Dry (packages extra) .. per tov 51 O O 
Best Linseed Oil Putty ........ percwt. 1 0 0 
PERS heer osoeee . percvt. 1 0 6 
Size. XD Quality........-+..see- fkn, 0 6 O 
VARNISHES, &c. Pf Slot 
Wine Pale Oek vcvcccccccsctocovcccevoses 016 0 
Pale Copal Oak .......seee8 swnie Oa Ee 
Superfine Pale Elastic Oak....... ostues “Oe 
Fine Extra Hard Church Oak ........+.. 018 0 
Superfine Hard-drying Oak, for seats of 
Shurches Rbatdbbaddadobneessesnes eae Sg 
Superfine Pale Elastic Carriage ....... a ae fF 
Fine Pale Maple ........seeeeeee eshenee GC 
Finest Pale Durable Copal.........++++++ — <— . 
Extra Pale French Oil .........+- ae sf 
DEE DUNE, ccc cécovccetscevesosncs 3 Se 
White Pale Enamel Socccensvcesecesseo 160 
Extra Pale Paper.....cccccscccsecvccsese 016 0 
Best Japan Gold Size .........seeeeeeeee - 012 0 
Best Black Japan ....sccocscsccseccces - O16 0 
Oak and Mahogany Stain ....... sesceae «» 012 0 
Brunswick Black .......+se0++ cevesessve Se 
a idoepesaswe Coccacne cadpese : 48 : 
Knotting ........++++. ocrcccccseccccenng 
French and Brush Polish ........-. seston. he | 
* The information given on this has been 
nd a copyright. 


specially compiled for Taz BUILDER ai 
Our aim in this list is to give, as far as possibie, the 
average prices of materials, not necessarily the highest 
or lowest. Quality and quantity obviously affect 
ptices—a fact which should be remembered by those 
who make use of this information. 
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TENDERS. 


Communications for insertion under this heading 
should be addressed to “ The Editor,” and must 
reach us not later than 12 noon on Wednesday. 

* Denotes accepted. +t Denotes provistonally accepted 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance 


GLASGOW.—For painting work at 99, Gallowgate’ 
for the Corporation :— 
er Ee Ge BUNBe 6c aicdsopeuvecses £110 


H.M. OFFICE OF WORKS.—The following tenders 
were accepted during February :—Building Works.— 
Kew, Claims and Records Office, Ministry of Labour 
Erection of an extension: Walter Jones & Sons, Wests 
minster, 8.W. London District Ordinary Works and 
Repair (1919): John Mowlem & Co., Ltd., West- 
minster, 8.W. Engineering Services. —-East Greenwich, 
H.M. Fuel Research Station, Steel tubes, drying pans, 
and air heating tubes: Samuel Cutler & Sons, Ltd. 
London, 8.W. Fire Extincteurs: British Fire Appli- 
ance Co., London, 8.W. Manchester, 37, Peru-street. 
H.M. Stationery Office, electrical lifts: Etchelle, 
Congdon, & Muir, Ltd. 


LONDON.—For painting repairs at public con- 
veniences for Westminster City Council -— 











Urinals. in Urinals in 
Name of Tenderer. East Division. West Division. 
s 6 é, Se & 
Franks & Simons os “233-9 OC 109 5 O 
Kendall, R ., Ltd. - £246 8 6 *67 19 6 
Lavington (1916), Ltd... 238 0 0 97 0 O 
Sims, J. R. Na -- 82010 O 120 10 0 
Townsend & Pearson,Ltd. 335 0 0 135 0 0 
Wright, W., & Son 239 0 O 131 0 0 





LONDON.—For painting and repairs at public 
gardens for the Westminster City Council :— 


Mount-street St. John’s 
Name of Tenderer. Gardens. Gardens. 
£ s. d. Ss. w, 
Christmas, F. G. vo Be we ® . 179 0 0 
Franks & Simon -- 210 0 O 215 0 0O 
Inns, A. H. ee oe 9308.17 6 188 14 0 
Kendall, R., Ltd. so 2m £8 204 0 0 
(1916), Ltd... 244 0 0 250 18 0 
Sims, J. R. a oe 6-0 4 190 0 O 
Townsend & Pearson, Ltd. —_ ‘ — 
. St. Anne’s Drury-lane 
Name of Tenderer. Gardens. Gardens. 
£s. d . 
Christmas, F. G. ae 6 @ . *180 0 0 
Franks & Simon one + 8... Se 8 @ 
Inns, A. H. of ov Uae. Ce... Baws s 
Kendall, R., Ltd. a wee... Se 6 8 
Lavington (1916), Ltd... 162 0 0 249 0 O 
Sims, J. R. +s -- 154 0 O 200 0 0 
Townsend & Pearson,Ltd. 229 0 0 — 
—————_o—=>—_ 2 —— - 


A Social Evening. 

On E~ March 8, Messrs. Trollope & 
Colls, Ltd., held a very successful social evening 
at the Bermondsey Town Hall, arranged by 
the employees of their various London branches, 
viz., Grosvenor-road, Camberwell-road, Belve- 
dere-road, West Halkin-street, Coleman-street, 
&e. Mr. Fabian G. Trollope, who presided, in 
the regrettable absence of Col. G. H. Trollope, 
V.D., D.L., through illness, opened the pro- 
ceedings. The first part of the programme was 
devoted to a concert, at the close of which a 
vote of thanks to the chairman and directors 
was carried with enthusiasm. After the 
interval for refreshments, the company (about 
800) engaged in dancing, for which a band had 
been secured under the directorship of Mr. 
(Tom) Taylor. During the evening. a resolution 
was unanimously carried expressing regret that 
Col. Trollope was unable to occupy the chair, 
and wishing him a speedy recovery. Mr. 
Archie Colls expressed the thanks of all present 
to the artistes, and to the social committee. 
The social secretary was Mr. B. F. Collingridge. 





GET THE BUILDER ete 





Muddle at Portbury. 

Hitherte, says the Times, attention has 
been focussed main'y on the yards at Chep- 
stow and Beachley, but what has been done 
at Portbury, the third centre to which our 
Special Correspondent refers, calls for ex- 
planation. One of the principal points for 
investigation is the apparent muddle which 
has surrounded the building of the jobbing 
shop at Portbury and at the adjacent berths, 
which resulted in radical changes of levels 
being decided upon and extensive excava- 
tions being made, which are alone esti- 
mated to have entailed an expenditrre of 
£500,000. It would seem that the position 
of the offices, which were built last June at 
Portbury for the accommodation of the 
headquarters staff, could not have been 
more ill-chosen, for the bulk of the work 
was going on at Chepstow and Beachley, 
on the other side of the river. The selection 
of the site itself made control necessarily 
difficult and materially helped in the develop- 
ment of a situation in which A at Chepstow 
had no idea of what B at Portbury was 
doing. The extent to which such a state 
of affairs fostered waste of money and 
clashing of plans may be better understood 
when it is pointed out that over and over 
again orders were being sent out for quantities 
material from one place or the other, such 
material lying ready to hand across the 
water. The outlay, £4,000,000, upon this 
scheme has already been mentioned. . .” 


The Building Trade, Hitchin. 

Following on the proposals put forward by 
the building trades’ employees in the Hitchin 
district, two conferences have been held at 
Nott’s Restaurant, Letchworth, between the 
employers and the employed, at which quite 
informal discussions have taken place on 
general principles, preparatory to debating 
working rules and conditions, and arriving, if 
possible, at an amicable settlement. 

At the last meeting, at which Mr. Howard 
Hurst presided, it was intimated that the 
Master Builders’ Association at Letchworth 








J.J, ETRIDGE, J" 


SLATE MERCHANTS 


SLATING AND TILING 
CONTRACTORS, 


Inspections and Reports made on 


OLD on FAULTY ROOFS 


in any part of the country. 


Telephone ; Avenue 4940 (two lines), or write 


Bethnal Green Slate Works, 


BETHNAL GREEN, LONDON, E 





‘[Marcu 28, 1919, 


had ceased to exist, owing to the formation of 
the North Herts Builders’ Federation, which 
embraced all the towns in the district, 

A meeting of the employers interesteq in 
the bui'ding and allied trades of the district 
was he'd at the Old Town Hall, Hitchin. 
Hitchin, Letchworth, Stevenage and Baldop 
were all represented. 

On the proposal of Mr. J. H. Barker, o 
Hitchin, seconded by Mr. Hurst, of Leteh. 
worth, it was unanimously agreed that a 
association be formed to be known as the 
“North Herts Building Trades Association,” 

The following officers of the Association were 
then elected :—President, Mr: F. Brown, 
Stevenage ; vice-president, Mr. W. J. Willmott, 
Hitchin; secretary and treasurer, Mr. J. T, 
Openshaw, Letchworth. The following, with 
the foregoing officials, will constitute the 
executive committee : Messrs. Barker, Beckley, 
M. Foster, French, Grant, Hurst, Raban, Ray, 
Redhouse, Seymour, Thompson, and Woolard, 

+ —@— 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


NOTE.—All communications with respect to li 
and artistic matters should be addressed to “ 
EDITOR” (and not to any person by name); tho» 
relating to advertisements and other exclusi 
business matters should be addressed to 
BUILDER, LTD., and not to the Editor. 








THE 


LONDON & 
LANCASHIRE 


FIRE } 


INSURANGE COMPANY 
pr 





£3,497,074 
£4,078,996 


Premiums - - 
Reserve Funds _ : 
FIRE. 
CONSEQUENTIAL LOSS. 
ACCIDENTS. 


BURGLARY. PLATE GLASS. 
EMPLOYERS’ LIABILITY. 


MARINE. 


7 45, Dale Street, Liverpool 
Head Offices |455 Leadenhall Street. Et 





JOINERY, 


Of every description and in any kind of Wood. 


CHAS. E. ORFEUR, LTD, 
ESTIMATES *GCOLNE BANK WORKS, 
ON APPLICATION, COLCH ESTER 


Telephone: 0195. Telegrams: “ Orfeur, Colchest” 





BRABY’S “ 


DROP-DRY” 


GLAZING 





(ECONOMICAL. 
EFFECTIVE. 


ESTIMATES FREE. 


ALso Ne 8 PATTERN 
WITH WOOD CORE. 





F. BRABY & C’ L 352-364, EUSTON RD., LONDON, N.W.1 


And at LIVERPOOL, BRISTOL, 


” Telegrams: 
Courteous, Eusroad, London.” 





No. 6 
PATTERN. 





GLASGOW, 


FALKIRK, &c. 


MANY THOUSANDS 
OF FEET FIXED TO 
ROOFS OF 
FACTORIES, WARE: 
HOUSES, &c. 


LOWEST PRICES. 





Telephone Ne.: 
Museum $032 (6 Lines) 


























